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I Continuation of BOOK VIII. CHAP. xl. 


1 SHOULD have thought myſelf eaſily quit, if 
the miniſter had ſaid no more of the matter; 
but he related alſo the trick that Camilla and Don 
Raphael played upon me in the hired lodging, and 
to ,cnlarge particularly on thoſe circumſtances Which 
chagrined me moſt, His excellency, after havirg en- 
joyed his joke, ordered me to accompany the count 
de Lemos, who carried me to a jeweller's houſe, where 
we choſe jewels, which we ſhewed to the prince for 
his approbation; and which being afterwards in- 
truſted to be preſented to Catalina, I went home for 
two thouſand piſtoles of the dnke's money, with 
which I paid the merchant. 

1 It is a quſtion not to be aſked, if I was kindly re- 
ceived next night by the ladies, when Iexhibied the 
preſents of my embaſly, conſiſting of an handſame 
ring defgned for the aunt, and a pair of ear rings for 
the niece, Charmed with theſe marks of the prince's 

* love and generoſity, they began to prattle like two 

N gollips, and thanked me tor having procurcd for them 

luch a valuable acquaintance. They forgot them- 
elves in the exceſs of their joy, and ſome words 
y 21 A 3 - eſcaped 
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eſcaped them, which made me ſuſpe& that I had in- 


troduced a meer gypſy to our great monarch's ſon; 
but that I might know preciſely whether or not I 
had performed this fine maſter-piece, I went home 
reſolved to come to an explanation with Scipio. 


CHAN XII. 


Catalina's real character. The perplexity and, ef 
of Gil Blas. The precaut ion he was obliged ta tale 
for his oton part. | 


UST as I entered my own houſe, 1 heard a 
great noiſe; and enquiring into the cauſe, was 
told, Scipio that evening treated half-a-dozen of his 
friends, who ſung full throat, and frequently broke 
out in loud fits of laughter; fo that aſſuredly this 
repaſt could be properly ſtiled the banquet of the 

feven wiſe men. STS | | 
The maſter of the feaſt, advertiſed of my arrival, 
ſaid to his company, “Gentlemen, 'tis only my ma{- 
ter come home; be not diſtuibed, coutinue your 
mirth; I will go and ſpeak two words to him, and 
rejoin you in a twinkling.“ So ſaying, he came to 
my apartment. What a hubbub is this ? {ſaid I) 
What ſort of people are thoſe you entertain below? are 
they poets ?“ © No indeed, Sir, if you plcaſe. (he 
replied) it were pity to bellow your wine on, ſuch 
company. I make a better uſe of it. There is among 
my guelts a very rich young fellow, Who wants far 
his money an employmeut by your imeteſt; -anddor 
him alone I give this entertainment ; at every draught 
he drinks, I rife the gratification vou are to receive, 
ten piſtoles, and will make him drink till day.“ 1 
that be caſe, (I replied) go back to thy hriends, and 

don't ſpare the wine in my cellar.” ; 

I did not think this a proper ſeaſon to talk with 
him about Catalina; but next morning when 1 got 
up, I ſpoke to him in this manner: Friend Scipio, 
thou knoweſt how we live together; I treat thee more 
Uke 
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ther than a huſband to her. 
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like a comrade than a domeſtic-; and of-conſequence 
thou wilt be to blame in deceiving me as a maſter. 


Let us then lay aſide all reſerve with one another. I 


will tell thee ſomething that will ſurprize thee, and 
thou ſhalt diſcloſe to me thy real ſentiments of thoſe 
two women with whom thou haſt made me acquainted 
Between thee and me, I ſuſpect them to be two artful 
puſſes, cunning in proportion to the ſimplicity Which 
they affect. If my opinion does them juſtice, the prince 
of Spain has no great cauſe to be well pleaſed with 
me; for I confeſs it was for him that I wanted a mife 
treſs, I accordingly carried him to Catalina's houſe, 
and he is become paſſionately fond of her.” * Signi- 
or, (anſwered Scipio) Iam too well uſed by you, to 
be wanting in ſincerity with my maſter. I had yeſter- 


day a private converſation with the maid of theſe twW o 


princeſſes, and ſhe related their hiſtory, which to me 
ſeemed very diverting. You ſhall hear it in two 
words. 

Catalina is daughter to a poor gentleman of Atra- 
gon, and finding herſelf at the age of fifteen an or- 
phan, as handſome as poor, liſtened to an old come 
mander, who conducted her to Toledo, where he 
died in fix months, after having ſerved as a parent ra- 
She ſecured his fortunc, 
conſiſting of ſome moveables and three hundred pil- 
toles in ready money, then joined herſelf to Signiora 
Mencia, who was {till in faſhon, though already in 
the wane: Theſe two good friends lived together, and 
began to behave ſo as to attract the notice of juſtices 
at which the ladies being diſguſted, haſtily abandon» 
ed Toledo through vexation, and ſettled in Madrid, 
where they have lived about two years, without viſit- 
ing any perſon in the neighbourhood, But the beſt 
circumſtance of the ſtory is this, they have hired two 
{mall houſes, ſeparated only by a wall, having in the 
cellara ſtair of communication from the one to the 
other. Signiora Mencia lives with a young maid- ſer- 
vant in one of theſe houſes, and the commander's wi- 
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dow polleſſes the other, with an old duenna, who 

alles for her grandmother; ſo that our Arragonian 
is ſometimes a niece brought up by her aunt, and 
ſometimes a pupit under the wings of her grandame, 
When ſhe acts the niece, ſhe is called Catalina, and 
when ſhe plays the grand-child her name is Sirena.“ 
At the name of Sirena, I grew pale; and inter- 
Tupting Scipio, ſaid, What do I hear! alas! I am 
afraid that this curſed Arragonian is no other than the 
miſtreſs of Calderona.” * Truly, (he replied) it is 
the ſame! I thought this piece of news would have 
given you pleaſure.” „Thou art very much miſtak- 
en, (anſwered I) I have more cauſe to be ſorry than 
rejoiced at it!] doſt thou not ſee the conſequences ?” 
No, in faith, (reſumed Scipio) what miſchief can it 
produce ? you are not ſure that Don Rodrigo will diſ- 
cover what paſles ; and if you are afraid of his getting 
information, you have nothing to do, but prepoſſeſs 
the miniſter in your favour, by telling him candidly 
the whole affair. He will ſee your ſincerity; and if 
after this Calderona ſhould attempt to do you an ill 
office with his excellency, he will perceive that his 
Jole deſign is to injure you out of a ſpirit of re- 
wenge.“ 

Scipio, by this diſcourſe baniſned my fear; and 
reſolved to follow his advice, I informed the duke of 
Lerma of the diſcovery 1 had made. TI even affected 
to tell it with a malancholy air, in order to perſuade 
him of my being mortified for having innocently in- 
troduced Don Rodrigo's miſtreſs to the prince. But 
the miniſter, far from pitying his favourite, laughed 
at the adventure, and bid me go on in my old way, 
ſaying, that atter all it was glorious for Calderona to 
love the lame lady who had captivated the prince of 
Spain, and to be as well received by her as his high» 
mne's, I imparted it alſo to the count de Lemos, who 
aſſured me of his protection, in caſe the firſt ſecretary 


ſhould diſcover the intrigne, and attempt to ruin me 


| with his grace. 2 
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Imagining that by this precaution I bad dilivered 
the bark of my fortune from the dangerous ſheives'that 
environed it, my fear vaniſhed. I full axcompamed 
the prince to the houſe of Catalina, alias the fair Si- 
rena, who was artful enough to invent ſtratagems t 
keep Don Rodrigo from her embraces, and to de- 
fraud him of thoſe nights which he was obliged to be- 
tow on his illuſtrious rival. 


Gil Blas continues to aft the man of conſequence. Hears Wa 
news of his family, which make but [mall impreſſon up- 
on him, and, quarrels with Fabricius. * 
1 Have already obſerved, that in the morning my 
anti- chamber was uſually crowded with people 
who came to make propoſals, but I would not re- 
ceive them viva voce; and according to the cuſtom at 
court, or rather with a view of exmbiting my own 
importance, I ſaid to each ſolicitor, „ Give in a mes; 
moral.” I was fo much uſed to this, that one day TÞ 
anſwered in theſe words to my landlord, who came 
to put me in mind of a year's rent being due, As 
for my butcher and baker, they ſaved me the trouble 
of aſking their memorials, which were always punctu- 
ally delivered every month. Scipio, who imitated 
me ſo cloſely, that the copy might be ſaid to come 
very near the original, behaved in the ſame manner 
to thoſe who applied for his intereſt with me. I was 
goilty of another ridiculous piece of vanity, which Þ 
don't intend to excuſe. I was fooliſh enough to talk 
of the grandces, as if I had been a man in their ſphere: 
lt (for example) I had occaſion to mention the Duke 
of Alva, or the Duke of Medina Sidonia, I called 
them without ceremony, “ Alva, and Medina Sido- 
nia.” In a word, I became fo vain and haughty, 
thet I was no longer my father's ſon, Alas? poor 
duenna and uſher, I did not ſo much as enquire Whe- 
tacr you were happy or miſerable in the Aſturies ! L 
A 5 did 


AD be ADVENTURES of 


Aid not even think of you! The court is like the river 
Lethe, in making us forget our parents and friends, 
When they are under mifortunes. 

no longer, therefore, remembered my family, 
when one morning a young man came to my houſe, 
and deſiring to ſpeak with me in private, I carried 
bim into my cloſet, where, without offering him a 
chair, becauſe he ſeemed to be a plebeian, I aſked 
what he wanted with me? “ How! Signior Gil Blas, 
(faid he) don't you remember me?“ In vain I did 
conſider him attentively : I was obliged to anſwer, 
that his features were-entirely unknown. © I am (he 
replied) one of your old ſchool fellows, a native of 
Oviedo, and fon of Bertrand Muſcada, the grocer, 
| your uncle the canon's neighbour, I remember you 
very well; we have played together a thouſand times 
| at *. Galina Cicga,”? 


„ I have (ſaid I) but a confuſed idea of the amuſe- 


ments of my infancy : the buſineſs in which I have 
| been engaged fince that time, has effaced them from 
my memory.” I am come (he reſumed) to Ma- 
| drid, to ſettle accounts with my father's correſpond- 

ent ; and I heard it ſaid that you was on a good footing 
at court, and already as rich asa Jew. I congratu- 
late you on your good fortune; and will, at my re- 
turn into the country, overwhelm your family with 
| jov, by telling them ſuch an agreeable piece of news.“ 

I could not, in common decency, forbear aſkin 

in what ſituation he had left my father, mother, and 
uncle: but this piece of duty I performed ſo coldly, 


| that the grocer had no great reaſon to admire the 


force of blood, He ſeemed ſhocked at my indiffer- 
| ence for thoſe who ought to have been ſo dear to me; 


and being a plain vulgar young fellow, ſaid bluntly, - 


% I thought you had more tenderneſs and ſenſibility 
for your relations. How coldly do you enquire into 
Weir circumſtances! Know, that your father and 


# * Blind-man's buff. , 
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mother are ſtill at ſervice; and the good canon Gul | 
Perez, burthened with old age and infirmities. draws | 


near his end. People ought to have ſome natural at. nt 


fectien; and fince you are in a condition to aſſiſt your] 
parents, I adviſe you as a friend, to ſend two hun- 


died piſtoles yearly for for their ſupport : by which | : p 


means vou will make their life eaſy and happy, with= 
out any inconvenience to yourſelf,” Inſtead of being 
mas 


ling me, without being deſired fo to do. With a lite | 
tle more addreſs, perhaps, he might have perſuaded 
me; but his freedom had a contrery effect. He per- 
ceived my diſpleaſure, by myfilence; and continuing 
his exhortation with more malice than charity, made 
me loſe my patience entirely, “ Oh, this is too 
much! (cried I in a paſſion) go, Mr. Muſcada, and 
meddle with your own concerns : it becomes you well, 
indeed, to preſcribe to me: I know my duty on this 
occaſion better than you can teach me.“ So ſaying, I 
puſhed the grocer out of my cloſet, and ſent him 
back to ſell pepper and cloves at Oviedo. What he 
ſaid, however, did not fail of having ſome effect; 
I reproached my ſelf with being an unnatural fon, 
and was melted accordingly. I recalled the care they 
had taken of my infancy and education: I conſidered 
the duty I owed to my parents; and my reflections 
were attended with ſome tranſports of acknowledg- 
ment, which, however, came to nothing: they were 
ſoon ſtifled by my ingratitude, and ſucceeded by pro- 
found oblivion, There are many parents who have 
children of the ſane ſtamp. 

The avarice and ambition with which I was poſ⸗ 
ſeſſed, entirely changed my diſpoſition,” I loſt all my 
gaicty, became abſent and thoughtful; in a word, 'a 
miſerable animal. Fabricio, ſeeing me altogether 
bent on ſacrificing to fortune, and very much detach- 
ed from him, came but ſeldom to my houſe, where 
one day he could not help ſaying, * Truly, Gil Blas, 

AG thou 


by the picture which he drew of my family, Wl 
1 was diſguſted at the liberty which he took. in advi= Wn 
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thou art grown out of my knowledge: before thy 
coming to court, thou wall always eaſy and tranquil; 
at preſent, thou art inceſſantly agitated with project 
aſter project to enrich thyſelf; and the more wealth 
thou haſt got, the more wouldſt thou amaſs. Beſides 
let me tell thee, thou no longer tteateſt me with that 
effuſion of heart, and freedom of behaviour, which 
are the ſoul of friendſhip: on the contrary, thou 
wrappeſt thyſelf up, and concealeſt from me thy ſe- 
cret views, nay, I can perceive conſtraint in all thy 
civilities towards me: in ſhort, Gil Blas is no longer 
he ſame Gil Blas whom I formerly knew.” 

* You joke ſure(ſaid I, with an air of indifference) 
J can't perceive any change in myſelf.” * Thinc own 


eyes are no judges (anſwered he) they are bewitched : - 


believe me; thy metamorphoſis is but too true. Speak 
fincerely,' my friend, do thou and I live together as 
formerly? When I uſed to knock at thy door in the 
morning, thou cameſt in per ſon to open it, very often 
half aſleep; and I entered thy chamber without cere- 
mony' Now behold the difference! Thou art at- 
ended by half a ſcore of lacqueys. I am obliged to 
wait in thy anti-chamber, and ſend in my name be- 
fore I can ſpeak with thee : then how am I received? 
with a forced politeneſs, an air of importance: ſo that 
my viſits ſeem tedious and tireſome. Doſt thou think 
ſuch a reception can be agreeable to one who has liv- 
ed with thee on the footing of a comrade ? No, Son- 
.tillane, no. I can't put up with it. Farewel. Let 
us part friends, and get rid of one another: thou of 
one who cenſures thy behaviour, and I of ſuch an up- 
ſtart who has forgot himſelf..“ 24H 
I felt myſelf more irritated than reclaimed by his 
reproaches, and let him go without making the leall 
effort to detain him. In my opinion, at that time, 
the friendſhip of a poet was not of ſuch, value, as that 
I ſhould be afflicted at che loſs of it: I found abun- 
dance of conſolation in the acquaintance of ſome imall 
effcers;of the king, to whom of late I was ftriftiy 
HER | connected 
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. ought to entertain more elevated views methinks.““ 
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connected by a ſimilitnde of di ſpoſition. The greateſſ 


part of theſe new companious were people who ſprung 
I know not whence, and arrived at their poſts mere 
ly by the happy influence of their ſtars. They had 
already made their fortunes; and the wretches, a= 
{cribing to their own merit the wealth which had 
been heaped upon them by the bounty of the king, 
forgot themſelves as well as I did. We looked upon 
ourſelves as very reſpectful perſonages. O Fortune 
how are thy favours uſually diſpenſed! The ftoic 
Epictetus was certainly in the right when he compared 
thee to a young lady of faſhion, who proſtitutes her» 
iclf to the embraces of footmen, 


= > "ORAL . 
BOOK IX, 


CHAP. 1. 


Scipio adviſes Gil Blas to marry, propoſes the daughter of 
a rich and noted goldſmith for lis wife : the fleps which, 
were taken in con ſequence of this advice. 


NE evening, after the company which had ſup- 

ped with me was gone, ſeciog myſelf alone wh 
Scipio, I aſked what he had done that day? © A 
maſter- piece (he replied) I intend to have you married 
to the only daughter of a gold{mith of my acquaint 
ance.” „ The daughter of a goldſmith ! (eried-L 
with an air of diſdain) Haſt thou loſt thy ſenſes ? How 
canſt thou propoſe a wife from the city ? One who 
has certainly merit, and is on a ſure footing at court, 


© How, Sir! (replied Scipio) ſure you are not in 

earnelt ; conſider that the male alone ennobles; and 

be not more delicate than a thouſand noblemen, 

whoſe names I can mention. Do you know chat the 

heneſs in queſtion is worth an hundred thouſand du- 

cats? Is not this a fine morſel of plate?” woo : 
car 
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heard him talk of ſuch a round ſum I became more 
tractable. I yield (ſaid I to my ſecretary); the dow- 
determines me: when ſhall I touch it? * Softly, 


Sir, (he replied) a little patience : I mult firſt commu» 


/nicate the propoſal to the father, and obtain his con» 


ſent.“ „Good! (ſaid I, laughing heartily) Are you 


ſtill thereabouts ! I find the marriage is far advanced.“ 
* Farther than you imagine (anſwered he) I; want 
only an hour's converſation with the goldſmith: and 
will an{wer for his conſent. But before we proceed, 
let ns come to a compoſition if vou pleaſe. Suppole 
I procure for you thoſe hundred thouſand ducats, 
how many will fall to my ſhare?” „ Twenty thou- 
ſand,” (I replied), © Heaven be praiſed (ſaid he) I li- 
mit the acknowledgment to ten thouſand : for once 
you are more generous than I. To-morrow I will 
ſet this negotiation on foot; and you may depend 
upon its ſucceſs: otherwiſe, I am but an aſs.” In 
effect, two days after, he ſaid, I have ſpoke to Signior 
Gabriel Salero, the goldſmith; and I have extolled 
your credit and your merit ſo much, that he liſtened 
to the propoſal I made, of accepting you for a ſon-in- 


law: and you ſhall have his daughter with an hun ; 


dred thouſand ducats, provided you can make it plain- 
ly appear, that you are in favour with the minilter,'? 


„% Tf that be the caſe (anſwered I to Scipio) I ſhall be 


married very ſoon : but a-propos, haſt thou ſeen the 
girl ? Is ſhe handſome?” Not ſo handſome as the 
dowry (ſaid he); between you and me, this rich hetr- 
eſs is not a very beautiful creature: but, luckily, that 
you don't mind.” „ No, faith, my child! (ſaid Y 
we courtiers marry only for the ſake of marrying, 
and look for beauty no where, but in the wives of our 
friends. If it happens to center in our own, we take 
ſo little notice of it, that it is but juſt in them to puniſh 
for our neglect.“ . 

This is not all, (reſumed Scipio) Signior Gabriel 
invites you to ſupper to night; and we have agreed, 
that you ſhall not talk of marriage. There _ 

cVals 
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| ſeveral merchants of his acquaintance preſent at the 


entertainment, where you ſhall appear only as a fim- 


ple gueſt : and to-morrow he will ſup with you in the 


ſame manner. By this, you may ſee that he wants to 
ſtudy your temper, before he proceeds: ſo that you 
muſt be upon your guard before him.” „ Zooks! 
(ſaid I, with an air of confidence) let him examine me 
as narrowly as he pleaſes; I ſhall loſe nothing by his 
ſcrutiny.“ 

All this was pundtually executed: I repaired to 
the houſe of the goldſmith, Who received me as fami- 
liarly as if we had already viſited one another ſeveral 
times, He was an honeſt citizen, polite “ haſta porfiar, 
as the ſaying is. He introduced me to Signiora Eu- 
genia his wife, and young Gabriela his daughter, to 
whom I paid abundance of compliments, without in- 
fringing the treaty. I ſaid a great many nothings in 
very ſpecious words, according to the cuſtom of cour- 
ters, 

Gabriela (no diſparagement to my ſecretary) ap- 
peared not at all diſagreeable ; whether on account of 
her being richly dreſſed, or that I looked upon her 
through the dowry, I know not. What a fine houſe 
did Signior Gabriel poſleſs ; I believe there was more 
ſilver in it than in all the mines of Peru: that metal 
preſented itſelf to the view, in all corners, under a 
thouſand different ſhapes. Every room, and that in 
particular Where we ſupped, was a perfect treaſure. 
What a noble ſpectacle was this for the eyes of a ſon» 
in-law! The old man, that he might do the greater 
Honour to his entertainment, had aſſembled five or fix 
merchants, perſons equally grave and tedious: the 
ſpoke of nothing but commerce; and their diſcourſe 
might have been called a conference of factors, rather 
than the converſation of friends at ſupper, ; 

Next night, I treated our goldſmith in, my turn; 
and as it was not in my power to dazzle him with 
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plate, had recourſe to an illuſion of a different kind. 
invited to ſupper thoſe of my friends who made the 
beft figure at court, and whom I knew 'to be ambis 
tious fellows, who ſet no bounds to their defires, 
Theſe people talked of nothing but pomp, of ſplendid 
and lucrative poſts to which they aſpired; and this 
had its effect: the citizen Gabriel, confounded by 
their grand ideas, found himfelf, in ſpite of his wealth, 
a mean mortal, in compariſon to theſe gentlemen, 
As for my own part, affecting the man of modera- 
tion, I ſaid I wonld be contented with a middling for- 
tune; twenty thouſand ducats a year, or ſo, Upon 
which, thefe greedy hunters of honour and riches 
cried, I was in the wrong; and that a man, who (like 
me) was beloved by the prime miniſter, ought not to 
reſtri himſelf to ſuch a trifle. The father-in-law loſt 
not a ſyllable of what was ſaid, and I thought I ob- 
ſerved him very well ſatisfied when he retired. 

Scipio did not fail to viſit him next morning, and 
aſked if he was pleaſed with my behaviour: © Tam 
charmed with it! (replied the citizen) the young man 
has won my heart. But Signior Scipio, (added be) 
I conjure you by our old acquaintance, to ſpeak ſin- 
cerely. We have all our different foibles, as you 
know: tell me that of Signior de Santillane : Is hea 
gameſter ? Is hc arake? What is his vicious incligs- 
tion? Pray, don't conceal it.” „ You affront me, 
Signior Gabriel, by aſking ſuch a queſtion, (replied 
he mediator) ; I am not ſo much in my maſter's inter. 
eſt as in yours. If he had any bad quality capable of 
mak ing your daughter unhappy, do you think I would 
have propoſed him to you tor a ſon-in-law ?- No, 
faith! I am too much your humble ſervant. - But be- 
tween you and me, I know no other fault in him, but 
that of having no fault. He is too modeſt for a youn 
man.“ So much the better (cried the gold wil 
am glad of it. Go, friend, aſſure him that he ſhall 
have my daughter, whom I would beſtow upon himy 
even ut he was not beloved by the miniſter.” 1 
é / 
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My ſecretary had no ſooner informed me of this 
converſation, than I haſtened to Salero's houſe, to 
thank him for his condeſcenſion. He had already de- 
clarcd his pleaſure to his wife and daughter, who 
gave me to underſtand, by their behaviour towards 
me, that they ſubmitted to his will without reluctance. 
I carried my father-in-law, and preſented him to the 
duke of Lerma, to whom I had imparted the affair 
the preceding evening. His excellency received him 
very courteouſly, and aſſured him he was very glad he 
had choſen for his ſon-in-law a man for whom he had 
ſo much regard, and whom he intended to advance. 
He then enlarged upon my good qualities, and, in 
ſhort, ſpoke ſo well of me, that honeſt Gabriel 
thought he had met in my worſhip one of the beſt 
matches in Spain. He was ſo overjoyed, that the tear 
ſtood in his eye; he claſped me in his arms at part- 
ing, and ſaid, „ My ſon, I am fo impatient to fee 
you Gabriela's huſhand, that you ſhall be marned in 


eight days at fartheſt, E 4 


CHAP. II. ö 
Gil Blas, by accident, remembers Don Alþhonſo de Leyva 
and does him a piece of ſervice, out of vanity. 


1 order of my hiſtory requires, that I ſhould 
leave my marriage for a moment, to recount 
the ſervice which I did to Don Alphonſo my old 
maſter, whom I had entirely forgotten till now, that 
I remembered him on this occaſion. The govern- 
ment of the city of Valencia became vacant ; and 
when I heard this piece of news, I thought of Don 
Alphonſo de Leyva. I reflected, that this employs 
ment would ſuit him admirably well: and not fo 
much thiough friendſhip as oſtentation, reſolved to 
atk 1t for him: repreſenting to myſelf, that if I ſhauld 
obtain the place, it would do me infinite honour, - 
Addteſüng my elf therefore to the duke of Lerma, 1 
told him that I had been ſteward to Don Cæſar de 
Leyva 
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Leyva and his ſon; and that having all the realon in 
the world to love them, I took the liberty to beg the 
government of Valencia for either the one or other. 
The miniſter anſwered, With all my heart, Gil 
Blas: I love to ſee thee grateful and generous. Be- 
ſides, I eſteem the family thou ſpeakeſt of ; the Ley - 
vas have been always good ſervants to the king, and 
well deſerve that place. Thou mayeſt diſpoſe of u 
at thy own pleaſure: I give it thee for a nuptial pre- 
ſent.” 

Raviſhed with my ſucceſs, I went without loſs of 
time, and defired Calderona to make out letters pa- 
tents ſor Don Alphonſo. There I found a great num» 
ber of people attending in reſpeRful ſilence, until Ro- 
drigo ſhould give them audience: and preſling thro! 
the croud, I preſented myſelf at the door of his cloſet, 
which was immediately opened and diſplayed a mul- 
titude of knights, commanders, and other people of 
conſequence, whom Calderona heard in their turns. 
His different behaviour to different people was very 
remarkable: he received {ome with a flight inclina- 


tion of his head only; others he honoured with a bow, 


and conducted them to his cloſet door. He put (to 
uſe the expreſſion) different ſhades of conſideration in 
the civilities he ſnewed. On the other hand, I per- 
ceived ſome cavaliers, who, ſhocked at the little regard 
he paid to them, curled in their hearts the neceſſity 
that compelled them to cringe to ſuch a fellow. On 
the contrary, I oblerved others, who laughed within 
themſelves at his ridiculous and ſelf ſufficient deport 
ment. Theugh 1 made all theſe fine obſervations, 1 
was not capable of profiting by them; for I behaved 
at home juſt in the ſame manner, and litile minded 


whether my haughty carriage was blamed or approve 


ed, provided it commanded reſpect. 

Don Rodrigo having, by chance, caſt his eyes upon 
me, haſttly quitted a gentleman, to whom he was 
ſpeaking, and coming up, embraced me with demon- 
ſtrations of friendſhip that ſurprized me not a _ 

| 6 Ah! 


to this, but conducted me as far as the door of his ans 
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te Ah! my dear colleague, (cried he) what affair pro- 
cures me the pleaſure of ſeeing you here ? Is there any 
thing in which I can ſerve you ? I told ham thecauſfe 
of my viſit; and he aſſured me, in the molt obliging 
terms, that what I wanted ſhould be done, by the 
{ame hour next day. He did not limit his politeneſs 


ti-chamber, whither he never uſed to go, except with 
grandees, and there embraced me anew. | 

What is che meaning of all this civility ? (faid I to 
myſelf, going out) what can it forebode? Sure Calde- 
rona meditates my ruin. Perhaps he is deſirous of 
gaining my friend ſhip; or, feeling his favour on the 
decline, cultivates me, with a view of engaging my 
in:-rceſſion with our patron in his behalf, I did not 
knen which of theſe conjectures I ſhould adopt. Next 
day, when I returned, he treated: me 1n the fame mans 
nor; loading me with civility and careſſes. True, in- 
deed, he bated a great deal of that politeneſs, in his res 
ception of other people, who came to ſpeak with bim. 
He was blunt with ſome, cold with others, and gifs 
obliging to every body. But all of them were ſuffi⸗ 
ciently revenged, by an adventure which happened, 
and which I ought not to paſs over in filence. This 
will be an advice to the reader, for thoſe clerks, and 
ſecretaries who ſhall read it. 

A man, in a very plain dreſs, and who did not at 
all appear what he was, approached; Calderona; and 
ſpoke to him of a certain memorial, which he ſaid he 
had preſented-to the duke of Lerma. Don Rodrigo, 
who did not even look at the cavalier, foid to him, in 
a ſurly tone, What is your name, friend?“ © I 
was called Francillo in my infancy, (replied the cava» 
her, very coolly) ſince that time, I have had the appel- 
lation of Don Franciſco de Zuniga, and at preſent 
my name is the Count de Pedroſa. Calderona, aftos 
ni[hed at theſe words, and finding that he had to do 
with a man of the firſt, quality; endeavomed to excuſe 
hunſelf, & Signior, (ſaid he to the count) I beg par- 


don, 


xa 
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don, if not knowing you,”—* I want none of th 
excuſes, (ſaid Francillo, with diſdain) I deſpiſe thy 
apologies as much as thy incivility. Know, that a 
miniſter's ſecretary ought to receive all forts of people 
with good manners. Thou may'ſt, if thou wilt, be 
vain enough to look upon thyſelf as thy maſter's de- 
puty; but don't forget that thou art only his valet. ; 
Though the haughty Don Rodrigo was very much 
mortified at this incident, he did not become a whit 
more affable. As for my part, I marked this firoke, 
and reſolved to take care how I behaved to people, in 
giving audience, and never to be inſolent but with 
mutes. As Don Alphonſo's patent was expedited, L 
carried it away, and ſent it, by an expreſs to that 
nobleman, with a letter from the duke of Lerma, in 
| which his excellency informed him, that the king had 
named him to the government of Valencia.“ I took 


no notice of the ſhare I had in this nomination ; I. 


would not even write; pleaſing myſelf with the hope 
of telling him, by word of mouth, and of ſurprizing 


him agreeably, when he ſhould come to court, to take 


the oaths for his employment. 


ES. MAF. IH. 


The preparations for the marriage of Gil Blas, and the great 
event that rendered them u iſeleſs, | 


ET us return to my fair Gabriela, whom I was 

to marry in eight days. Both parties prepared 
| for the ceremony: Salero took off rich cloeths for the 
bride, and I hired a chambermaid, a page, and an old 
ſquire, 


* Valencia, the capital of the kingdom that bears 
the ſame name, is ſituated on the banks of Guadala- 
viar, about half a league from the ſea, It is the ſee 
of an archbiſhop, and feat of am univerſity, a place of 


1 "oy trade, and, on the whole, ſo agreeable as. to 


ve obtained the name of Valencia la hermeſa; Valen- 
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ſquire, for her attendants. All this was ordered by 
Scipio, who waited even more impatiently than I, for 
the day on which the dowry was to be paid, 

On the evening preceding that day ſo much defired, 
I ſupped at the houſe of my father-in-law, with un» 
cles, aunts, male and female couſins, and played the 
part of an hypocritical ſon-in-law, to great perfection. 
I ſhewed great reſpect to the goldſmith and his wife, 


acted the paſſionate lover to Gabriela, and behaved. 


very courteoully to the whole famify, to whoſe flat 
diſcourſe, and cit-like obſervations, I patiently liſten» 


ed. Accordingly, at the price of my patience, I had 


the good fortune to pleaſe all the relations. There 
was not one among them who did not ſeem glad of 
my alliance, | 

The repaſt being ended, the company removed into 
a creat hall, where we were regaled with a concert of 
vocal aud inffrumental muſic, which was not ill exe- 
cuted, although they had not choſen the beſt hands 
of Madrid. Several gay airs, with which our ears 


were agreeably entertained, put us all in ſuck. good- 


humour, that we began to form country dances. God 
knows how we pertocmed, ſince I was taken for a 
diſciple of Terpſichore; though I had no other prin- 
ciples of that art, than two or three leſſons, which I 
received from a coxcomb of a dancing-maſter, who 
came to teach the pages, when I lived with the mar- 
chioneſs of Chaves. After we had ſufficiently di- 
verted ourſelves, it being time for each to think of 
retiring, I was very prodigal of my hugs and bows. 
Adieu, my ſon (ſaid Salero, embracing me) I will 
wait on you to-morrow morning, with the dowry in 
good gold,” «© My dear father (I replied) you ſhall 
be very welcome.” Then wiſhing the family good 


cia the beautiful. This country was formerly in poſ- 
ſeſſion of the Moors, from whom the city was taken, 
about the end of the eleventh century, by the famous 
Ruy Dias, ſirnamed the Cid. | ads Wes 
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night, I got into the coach that waited for me at the 
gate, and drove homewards. 5 
I was ſcarce two hundred paces from Signior Ga» 
briel's houſe, when fifteen or twenty men, ſome a. 
horſeback, others a-foot, armed with ſwords and car. 
bines, furrounded the coach, and ſtopped it, crying, 
In the king's name.” They made me come out in 
a hurry, and threw me into a polt-chaiſe, where the 
chief of theſe cavaliers mounting along with me, bid 
the driver proceed for Segovia. I ſoon gueſſed that 
my fellow-traveller was an honeſt alguazil, whom ! 
queſtioned about the cauſe of my impriſonment, But 
he anſwered in the -uſual tone of theſe gentlemen; 
that is, in a brutal manner, that he was not obliged to 
tell me any thing of the matter. I obſerved, that 
perhaps he might be miſtaken in his man. No, 
no (ſaid he) I know my buſineſs better. You are 
Signior de Santillane ; and you I have orders to con- 
duct to the place for which we are bound.” Having 
nothing ta reply, I reſolved to hold my tongue. We 
travelled all the reſt of the night, along Mancanarez, 
in profound ſilence; changed horſes at Colmenar, and 
arrived in the evening at Segovia *, where I was locks 


ed up in the tower. 


C H A P. IV. 


The treatment of Gil Blas in the tower of Segovia, 4d 
lie manner in which he learned the cauſe of his tinpris 

. Jonment. 
HEY began with putting me into a dungeon, 
where I was left upon ſtraw, like a maletattor 
worthy of death, Here I paſſed the night, not in 
deploring 


. * Segovia, a city of New Caſtile, about 12 leagne 
from Madcid ; famous for its woolen manufacture 
the tower that was built by the Moors, the mint which 
Jarpaſſes all works of the ſame kind in Europe; al 
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deploring my condition, ſor, as yet, I had not per- 
ceived the whole of = misfortune, but in taſking 
my remembrance to find out the cauſe of my impri- 
ſonment. I did not doubt that it was the work of 
Calderona ; nevertheleſs, though I ſuſpected that he 
had diſcovered the whole, I could not conceive how 
he had prevailed upon the duke of Lerma to treat 
me ſo cruelly. Sometimes I imagined that I bed 
been arreſted without the knowledge of his excellen- 
cy; and ſometimes I thought that he himſelf was the 
cauſe of my misfortune, for {ome political reaſons 
that often induce miniſters to uſe their favourites in 
this manner. 

I was ſtrongly agitated by theſe different conjec- 
tures when the light of day, penetrating through a 
little grate, preſented to my view the horror of the 
place in which I was. I then grieved without mo- 
deration, and my eyes became two ſources of tears, 
which the remembrance of my proſperity rendered 
inexhauſtible. While I abandoned mylelf to my 
ſorrow, a turnkey came into my dungeon, with a 
loaf and a pitcher of water, for the day's allowance. 
He looked at me, and obſerving that my face. was 
bathed in tears, gaoler as he was, felt an emotion of 
pity. * Signtor priſoner (ſaid he) don't deſpair. 
You mult not be fo ſenſible of the viciſſitudes of life: 
you are young, and will ſee better days. Mean 
while, eat the king's allowance with a good grace.“ 


an aqueduR, built by the emperor Trajan, which re- 
mains eatire to this day, and is looked upon as one of 
the fineſt monuments of antiquity. It extends three 
thouſand paces from one mountain to another ; and 
is ſupported by 177 arches in two tires, forming as it 
were a double bridge. This edifice is built of large 
hen {tones fo artfully joined, without mortar or ce- 
ment, that it remains undamaged to the preſent age; 
whereas the little improvements that are occaſionally 
made upon it for the public uſe, ſeldom laſt W 
than filtzen or twenty years. 7 
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My comforter went out, when he had pronounced 
theſe words, to which I made no anſwer, but by 
groans and lamentations. I ſpent the whole day in 
curſing my fate, without thinking of doing honour to 
amy provition, which, to me, in my preſent ſituation, 
ſeemed not ſo much a preſent of the king's bounty, as 
the effect of his rage; ſince it ſerved rather to pro- 
long than aſſuage the pains of the unbappvp. 
Night, in the mean time, arrived, and immediately 
à great noiſe of keys attrafted my attention. The 
door of my dungeon opened, and a moment after, a 
man entering with a candle in his hand, approached 
me, ſaying, ** Signior Gil Blas, behold one of your 
old friends. I am that Don Andrea de Tordeſillas, 
who lived with you at Grenada, and was gentleman 
to the archbiſhop, while you was in favour with tnat 
prelate. You deſired him, if you remember, to em- 
ploy his credit in my behalf; and by his intereſt, I 
was named for an employment in Mexico: but, in- 
ſtead of embarking for the Indies, I ſtopt in the city 
of Alicant, where I married the daughter of him who 
commanded the caſtle; and, by a train of adventures 
which I ſhall recount to you by and by, I am now 
become keeper of the tower of Segovia. I have ex- 
preſs orders to keep you from the ſpeech of every 
living ſoul, to make you lie upon ſtraw, and live upon 
bread and water only. But I have too much huma- 
nity, not to pity your misfortunes : beſides, you have 
done me ſervice; and my gratitude prevails over the 
orders which I have received. Far from being the 
inſtrument of that cruelty which they would excrcile 
upon you, I intend to ſoften the rigour of your fate, 
Get up and follow me.“ ene 
Although Mr. Keeper well deſerved my thanks, 
my underſtanding was ſo much dilturbed, that I 
could not anſwer one word. I did not fail, hows 
ever, to follow him, through a court, and up à nate 
row ſtair, to a ſmall room, quite a-top of the tower, 
I was not a little ſurprized when I catered this cham» 


ber, 


io GALT VEL 
per, to ſee to lights bürnigg in"brizen  catidlefticks, 
and two handfome covers dh a table. “ The vie- 
tuals will be prefenty brought (aid Tordeſillas) and 
we will ſup here together. I have diſtſtzed this re- 
treat for your lodging, where you will hve much more 
comfortably than in your dungeon. You will tee, 
from your window, the flowery banks of the Erema, 
and the delightful valley which extends from the feet, 
of the mountains that ſeparate the two Caſtiles, as far 
as Coca. I know that at firſt you will not be very ſen- 
fible of tach a fine proſpect: but when the violence 
of your grief ſhall be mellowed, by time, into a foft 
melancholy, you will take pleaſure in making an &. 
curſion with your eyes, over ſuch agreeable objects. 
Beſides, you may be aſſured of being well provided 
in linen, and other neceſſaries befitung a gentleman 
ot delicacy and taſte. Morcover, you ſhall have a 


good bed, comfortable diet, and be furniſhed with” 


as many books as you chuſe to read. Tn a word, 
you ſhall be as well treated 4s a priſoner can be.“ 
Finding myſelf a little eaſed, by ſuch obliging of- 
fers, I took courage, gave my gaolei a thoulan 
thanks, told him, that he recalled me to life, by his 
generous behaviour, and that I wiſhed I might ever 
again have an opportunity of ſhewing my grati- 
tude. * And why not hzve an opportunny ? (he e- 


plied) do you think you have loft your liberty for 


ever? You are miſtaken; and I dare aſſure you,,that 
you will be quit for a few months of infpriſonment.? 

+ What ſay you, Signior Don Andrea! {cried I) it 
feems then you know the cauſe of my misfortunes.” 
* I confeſs (ſaid he) I am not ignorant of the affair, 
The alguazil, who broughc you hither, 1mparted 
the ſecret to me; and I ſhall now reveal it.“ 

He told me, that the king, being informed of your 
having, in concert with the count de Lemos, carried 
the prince of Spain to the houſe of a ſuſpected lady; 
had, to puniſh you both, exiled the count, and ſent 
you to the tower of Segovia, to be treated with all the 
F446 B 11go0ur, 
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rigour which you have experienced ſince your arris 
val.” „ And bow (ſaid I) did this affair come tothe 
knowledge of the king ? it is that circumſtance in par- 
ticular, of which I wanted to be informed.“ And 
that cumſtance (he replied) is what I could not learn 
from the alguazil, who, in all likelihood, is himſelf 
ignorant of the matter,” | 
Here our converſation was interrupted by the en- 
trance of ſeveral valets, brought up ſupper. - They 
put upon the table, fome bread two cups, two bot- 
tles, and three large diſhes, in one of which there was 
a ragout of hare, with plenty of onions, oil and ſaf- 
fron, and olla podrida“ in another; and the third 
contained a.turky-powt on a marmalade of beren- 
gena, When Tordeſillas ſaw that we had every 
| thing we wanted, he ſent away his ſervants, not car- 
ing that they ſhou!d overhear our diſcourſe, and hav- 
* 10g locked the door, we ſat down at table, oppolite 
to one another. Let us begin (ſaid he) with what 
is moſt needful. You muſt have a good appetite, 
after a faſt of two days.“ So laying, he loaded my 
plate with viduals, imagining that he ſerved one half 
ſtarved; and really he had reaſon to think I would 
ſtuff myſelf witli his ragouts. Nevertheleſs, I baulk- 
ed his expectation; and how much ſoever my condi- 
tion required food, I could not ſwallow a morſel; 
ſo much did I take to heart my preſent ſituation. To 
diſpel the cruel images which inceſſantly afflicted me, 
my keeper, in vain, exhorted me to drink, by extol- 
ling the excellence of his wine. Had he given me 
nectar, I ſhould have drank it without pleaſure, at 
that time. He perceived my chagrin, and changing 
his battery, began to recount, in a pleaſant manner, 
the hiſtory of bis own marriage. But I heard his nar- 
ration wich ſuch abſence of thought, that When it 
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* Oha podrida, a diſh compoſed of all ſorts of food. | 
+.Berengena, a kind of fruit growing like cucumber, | 
and eaten like French beans, with mutton, &. 
3s . 


was ended, I could not have repeated one word of | 
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what he ſaid. He concluded; that he undertook too | 
much in attempting to divert my ſorrow that even- 
ing; and when ſupper was over, got up, ſayings | 
„ Signior de Santillane, I will leave you to your r. 

poſe, or rather, to muſe at leiſure upon your-misfor- | 
tune. But, I repeat it again, it will not be of long 
duration: the king is naturally good: when has 

wrath ſubſides, and he ſhall reflect upon the deplor- 
able ſituation, in which he believes you to be, he Win T5 
think you ſufficiently puniſhed” S0 ſaying, Mre 
Keeper went down ſtairs, and ſent up his ſervants to \ 


uncover the table. They carried off every thing, even ky 


to the candles, and 1 went to bed by the melancholy | e 
light of a lamp that was fixed to the wall, 8 


| GH. &.$,.3Y655 ib 
His reſlections before he went to fleeb, and an account g 
een f 411 noi ſe that hed | 1 % 
Spent two hours at leaſt, in reflecting u what 
1 Tosdeflas had 44 2 I am — here, 
then, ſaid I to myſelf, for having contributed to the 
pleaſures of the heir apparent, How imprudent was 1 
in doing ſervices of that kind to young a prince: far, 
his tender years alone make me guilty... Had he been 
in a more. advanced. age, the king would, periiaps, 
have laughed at that which now incenſes him ſo much. | 
But who can have given ſuch-a- piece of information 1 
to that monarch, without fearing the reſentmem gt 
the prince, or that of the duke of Lerma, who Will, 
doubtleſs revenge his nephew the count de Lemos: 3 Wl 
How. then has the king diſcovered it? That I cannot 
comprebend. — TORT i | 8 
Hither my douhts always returned The idea 
however, that afflicced me molt, that drove me to | , 
deſpair, ang from which my mind could not; detach | 2 
itſelf, was the pillage to yhich L concluded. my ef 
fects had been abandoned. My Rrong box! cried | 
f ' B 2 5 J, my | 
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x, © Mong riches, what is become of you? inte 
whole hands are you füllen ? alas! I have Toft you, 
even in leſs time than that in which you were amaf. 
ed I painted to myſelf the diforder that muſt then 
reign in my houſe; and; on that ſubje&, made re- 
ions, every one more melancholy than another, 


Ss The confahon' of ſo many different thoughts threw 


me into an oppreſſton that became favourable ;z and 
flcep, Which had -avoided me the preceding night, 
ſhed his influence over my ſenſes. To this, the good- 
neſs of the bed, the fatigue which I had undergone; 
s ell as the vapours ok the yituals and wine, con- 
tribated. I enjoyed a profound fleep; and, probably 
the day would have furprifed me in this condition, 


had I not been waked, all of a ſudden; by @ noiſe 


pretty extraordinary for a priſon. I heard the ſound 
of a guitar, accompanied with a man's voice. I 


W liſtened with attention, and hearing no more, believ- 
Jed it was a dream: but, in a moment, my car was 
truck again with the ſound of the inſtrument, and 
che fame voice, that ſung che following verſe. 


* Ay de mi! un ano ſelice 
_ Parece un {oplo ligero; 
Pero fin dicha un inſtante 
Es un ſiglo te tormento. 


My ſorrow was increaſed by this couplet, which 
ſeemed to have been made on pm poſe for me. I have 


but too well experienced the truth of theſe words, 
| (faid'1) methinks the ſeaſon of my profpertty pang 
| away very ſoon, and that .I have been already 


age in priſon.” I relapſed into a terrible reverie, and 


hk began again to deplore my fate, as if I had taken 


pleaſure inthe taſk. My lamentations, however, end- 


* ed with the night; and the firſt rays of the ſun, with 


Alas! a year of pleaſure paſſes like a 1 
breeze; but e moment of mifsortune ſeems au age 
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S SEA d ag 
which my chamber was. enlightened, a little calmed 
my diſquiet. I, got up to aw; my room, 5 opening 
the window, and ſurveyed the dountry, of Which 4. 
remembered Mr. Keeper had given ſuch a fine de- 
ſcription. But I could find nothing to juſtify what 
he had ſaid: the Erema, which I imagmed- Was, at 
leaſt, equal te the Tagus, appeared to be no more 
than a rivulet, its lowry banks were bedecked, with 
the nettle and thiſtle only, and the pretended delights 
ſul valley preſented nothing to my view, but lands 
tor the moſt part barren and uncultivated. Probably 
I was not yet arrived at that-{weet melancholy, Which 
made things appear other wiſe than I bebeld them at 
that time. 7 1 „ „ Hall mew 
began to put on my cloaths, and was already 
balf dreſſed, When Tordeſillas came in, ſollowed by 
by an old woman ſervant, who brought ſhirts and 
towels for my uſe,  * Signior Gil Blas, (ſaid he} 
here is linen: don't be frugal of it; for I ſhall take 
care to let you have as much as you can uſe, Well 
(added he! how did vou paſs the night? were yours 
forrows ſuſpended a few moments by ſleep? :46B 
thould have flept, perhapa, till now, (anfwered I) bad 
I not been awaked by 2 voice, acdompanied by a 
gunar.“ „ The cavalier, who has diſturbed your: 
repole (ſaid he) isa ſtate priſoner, whoſe chamber i 
contiguous to yours, He is a knight of the military 
order of Calatrava, and has a very amiable cha- 
ratier ; his name is Don Gaſton de Cogollos. Yow 
may, if you pleaſe,, viſit and eat wich one another. 
You will find a mutual confolation in each other's 
acqamtance, which will be very agreeable to both.“ 
I aſſured Non: Andrea, that 1 was extremely ſen- 
ſible of big kindneſs, in permitting me to unite! my 
grief with: that of the cavalier; andias I exprefied! 
{ome impatience to be acquaimted ich that companion 
in misfortune, our obliging keeper: procured” me the 
pleaſure. that very day; and carried me to dinner 
with Don Gaſton, _ ſurprized me with his beauty 
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90 The ADVENTURES of 
and ſine ſhape. You may judge what he muſt be, to 
make ſuch a ſtrong impreſſion upon eyes accuſtomed 
to behold the moſt ſhining youth at court. Imagine 
to yourſelf a man made for love, one of thoſe heroes 
of romance, who, by ſhewing themſelves only, could 
rob princeſſes of their reſt. Add to this, that nature, 
which viually deals out her gifts ſparingly, had en- 
dued Cogollos with a great deal of underſtandigh 
and valour; ſo that he was a perfect cavalier. "1 
If I was charmed by this knight, I had alfo the 
good fortune to be agreeable, to him. He no more 
ſung in the night, for fear of incommoding me, not- 
withſtanding my intreaties, that he would not con- 
ſtrain himſelf on my account. An intimacy is ſoon 

contrafted between two perſons oppreſſed by misfor- 
tune. A tender friendſhip was the immediate conſe- 
quence of our acquaintance, and became ſtronger and 
ſtronger every day The liberty we enjoyed of con- 


vverſing together when we pleaſed, was very uſeful to 


us both; fince, by our diſcourſe, we aided one an- 
other reciprocally, to bear our misfortune with pa- 
Lience., FO EM 

One afternoon, entering his room, juſt as he was go- 
ing to play on his guitar, that I might hear him the 
more conveniently, I ſat down on a tool, which was 
all the ſeat he had; and he placing himſelf on his 
bed's feet, played a very moving air, and ſung words 
to it, which expreſſed the deſpair: to which the cru- 
elty of a lady reduced her lover. When he had 


done, I ſaid to him, with a ſmile, “ Sigmior Knight, 


theſe are words which you was never obliged; to em- 
ploy in your amours ; you are too well qualified to 
find the women cruel.” - ++ You have too good an 
opinion of me, (he replied); I compoſed, in my own 
behalf, the verſes which you have heard, to-foftew a 
heart which I believed harder than diamond, and 
move to compaſſion a lady who treated me with ex · 
treme rigour. I mult entertain you with that ſtory) 
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by which you will alſo learn the cauſe of my mils 


fortune.“ 


GRAF 
The hiſtory of Don Gaſton de Cogollos and Donna Helen 
de Galiſteo. | 


OT much leſs than four years ago, I ſet out 
from Madrid for Coria, to viſit Donna Eleo- 
nora de Laxari!la, my aunt, one of the richeſt wt- 
dows in old Caftile, whoſe heir I am. I was no 
ſooner arrived at her houſe, than love began to in- 
vade my repoſe. The windows of my apartment 
faced the lattices of a lady, who lived oppoſite to 
my aunt's houſe; and I could eaſily perceive her by 
the aſſiſtance of the width of her grates, and the nar- 
rowneſs of the ſtreet. I did not negle& the oppar- 
tunity ; and found my neighbour ſo handſome, that 
I was enchanted at once, I expreſſed my paſſion fo 
plainly, by my eyes, that ſhe could not be miſtaken. 
She perceived it accordingly; but was not at all 
diſpoſed to pride herſelf in her obſervation, and {till 
leſs to anſwer my ccquetries, 2 
I made enquiries about this dangerous perſon, who 
captivated hearts ſo ſuddenly ; and learned, that her 
name was Donna Helena; that ſhe was the only 
daughter of Don George de Galifteo, who poſſeſſed a 
rich manor a few leagues from Coria: that many 
matches had been in her offer; but her father rejec- 
ted them all, becauſe he was reſolved to give her in 
marriage to his nephew Don Auguſtin de Olighera, 
who, in the mean time, had the privilege of ſceing 
and converſing with his couſin every day. I was 
not diſcouraged by this piece of information: on the 
contrary, it inflamed my paſſion; and the proud 
pleaſure of ſupplanting a beloved rival excited me, 
perhaps, even more than my love, to ' purſue my 
point, I continued then to addreſs Helena with the 
molt paſſionate looks: I ſupplicated her maid Fe- 
| Ba! 16519, Ai licia 
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licia in the ſame ken f fr ip order to implore her a. 


li ſtance. 


even talked with my fingers; but theſe 
gallantries were of no uſe, I made as little impreſ- 
hon on the maid es on her miſtreſs; they ſeemed 


"x : 


equally cruel and inacceſſible. 5 . 
Since they refuſed to anſwer the language of my 
eyes, I had recourſe to other interpreters ; and ſet 
people at work to diſcover what acquaintance Felicia 

Pad in town. They got notice, that an old gentle wo- 
man, called Theodora, was her beſt friend; and that 
they often viſited one another, Overjoyed at this dif 
covery, L went to Theodora in perſon, and by preſents 
engaged her in my intereſts, She eſpouſed my cauſe, 
promiſed to procure for me a private converſation 
with her friend, at her houſe, and kept her promiſe 
the very next day. * I ammo longer unbappy, (ſaid 
Ito Felicia) ſince my misfortunes have excited your 
= compailion. How much am I indebted. to your 
friend, for having prevailed upon vou to grant me 
| the ſatisfaftion of an interview.” © Signiar, (anſwered 
the). Theodora can do any thing with me; ſhe has 
engaged me in your behalf; and it it be in my power 
to make you happy, you ſhall ſaon enjoy your wilt; 
but, with all my good will, I don't know that I can 
give you much aſſiſtance: for, not to flatter you, vou 
= have never formed a more difficult enterprize. You 
care in love with a lady, who is prepoſſeſſed in favour 
of another cavalier; and what ſort of a lady I one fa 
W full of pride and diſſimulation, that if, by dint of per- 


W tocoſt her ſome ſighs, don't imagine that her. pride 
_ will give you the pleaſure, of hearing them,” % Ah! 
my dear Felicie!, (cried 1, in à tranſport. oi grief 
| why do. you deſcribe the obſtacles. which I have to 
| ſurmount! I am aſſaſſinated by your information 
= deceive me. rather than drive me to deſpaix.“ 80 
W ſaying, I.took one of her hands, and preſſing it in 
= mine, put upon ber finger a diamond. worth, three 
hundred piſtoles, accompanied by ſuch moving e 
preſſions, as brought the seats into her eyes. _ 


ſeverance and aſſiduity, you ſhould ſucceed ſo fanay' 
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She was too much affected by my diſcourſe, and 


too well ſatisfied with my behaviour, to leave me 
altogether without conſolation. She began to ſmooth 
the difficulties a little, ſaying,** Signior, What I have res 
preſented ought not to deprive you of hope; your ris 
val, 'tis true, is not hated; he is at liberty to come and 
viſit his couſin, and talk to her whenever he pleaſes 3 
and this 1s a circumſtance very favourable tor you. 
Their being accuitomed to ſee one another every day 
renders their converſaton a little languid; they ſeem 
to part without pain, and meet again without plea- 
ſure : one e's think they are already married. In 
a word, I don't perceive that my miltreſs has a vio» 
lent paſſion for Don Auguſtin ; beſides, as to perſonal 
qualifications, there is a difference between you and 
him, that muſt turn to your acccunt, in the eyes of 
ſuch a delicate young lady as Donna Helena. Be not 
diſcouraged, therefore: continue your. gallantry, 
which 1 will ſecond; and I will not let flip one op- 
portunity of making every thing you do to pleaſe her, 
tend to your advantage with my miltreſs. In vain: 
{hail ſhe attempt to diſguiſe her ſentiments; I will ſoon 
diſcover them in ſpite of her diſſimulation.“ 

After this converſation, Felicia and I parted, very 
well ſatisfied with one another. I prepared anew to 
ogle Don George's daughter, whom 1 treated with a 
lerenade, in which the verſes you have heard were ſung 
by a fine voice, which I had provided for the purpoſe, 
After the concert, the maid, in order to ſound her 
miſtreſs, aſked how ſhe had been entertain'd ? ** The 
voice (ſaid Donna Helena) gave me pleaſwe.” “ And 
were not the words which were ſung very moving? 
replied the maid. © I paid no attention to them, 
(laid the lady) I liſtened to the tune only. I took no 
notice of the verſes, neither do I defire to know who 
gave the ſerenade. “ If that be the caſe, (cried the 
waning- woman) poor Don Gaſton de Cogollos is far 
out of his reckoning, and not very wile: in ſpendin 
his time in looking at our lattices,” „ Perhaps it 
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may not be he (ſaid the miſtreſs, coldly) but ſome 
other cavalier, who has declared his paſſion for me 
by this concert.“ Pardon me, madam, (replied Fee 
Neis) it is no other but Don Gafton ; by this token, 
that he accoſted me this morning in the ſtreet, and 
begged me to tell you, that he adores you, in ſpite of 
the rigour with which you repay his love; and that, 
in ſhort, he ſhould think himſelf the happieſt of man - 
Kind; if you would allow him to manifeſt his paſſion 
In the uſual courſe of gallantry. This diſcourſe (added 
ſhe) ſufficiently proves that I am not miſtaken"? 
Don George's daughter changed countenance all of 
a ſudden, and darting a ſevere look at her maid; 
4 You might have diſpenſed (ſaid ſhe) with repeating 
that impertinent converſation to me, Let me have 
no ſuch reports for the future, if you pleaſe ; and if 
that raſh youth ſhall have the preſumption to ſpeak to 
you again, tell him to make his addreſſes to one, who 
will regard his gallantry more than I do, and to chuſe 
a more honourable paſtime, than that of being all day 
long at his windows to vubſerve what I do in my 
Apartment.“ 

All this was faithfully reported to me in a ſecond 
interview with Felicia, who pretending that I mult 
not take the words of her miſt 
Would have perſuaded me that the affair went on 
Twimmingly. But I, who was ignorant of fineſſe, 
and did not believe that the text could be explained 
in my favour, diſtruſted the commentary ſhe made, 
She laughed at my diffidence, called for paper and 
ink, and ſaid: &* Signior Knight, write immediately 
to Donna Helena, in the ſtile of a deſponding lover, 
Paint your ſufferings in the moſt paſſionate colours, 


and, in particular, complain of her prohibiting you to 
appear at yonr windows. Promiſe to obey her, but, 
#t the ſame time, aſſure her, that it will coft you your 
Jife: Pat this into ſuch expreſſions as you gentlemen 
are fo well {killed in, and leave the reft to 22 I 


reſs in a literal ſenſe, * 


My w he my 


BH 2 © o& 


— — — 


| GIL BLAS. 35 
hope the event will do more honour to my penetras 
tion than you imagine.“ : 
Had I neglected this, I ſhould have been the firſt 
lover, who did not take the advantage of ſuch an op- 
portunity to write to his miſtreſs, ' I compoſcd a moſt 
pathetic. letter, and before 1 ſealed it, lhewed it to 
Felicia, who having read it, ſaid, with & ſmile, that if 
women have the art of captivating the men, theſe laity 
in return, know very well how to cajole the women.” 
The waiting-maid took my letter, then laying ſtrang 
injunctions on me to keep my windows ſhut for a few 
days, returned to the houſe of Don George. | 
„% Madam, (ſaid ſhe to Donna Helena, when ſhe 
went home) I met Don Gaſton, who did not fail to 
make up to me, and endeavoured to ſooth me with 
flattering expreſſions. He aſked, with a faulteri 
voice, like a criminal who expects his ſentence, if 
had delivered his meſſage to you. Then I, faithful 
and ready to execute your orders, cut him ſhort with 
a vengeance, inveighed againſt him, loaded him with 
reproaches, and left him in the ſtreet, confounded-at- 
my petulance,” * I am overjoyed (replied Donna 
eo that you have rid me of that importunate 
young fellow: but there was no occaſion to ſpeak 
rudely to him. A young woman ought always to be 
gentle in her behaviour.“ Madam, (ſaid the maid} 
a paſſionate lover is not to be baniſhed by words pro- 
nounced with a gentle air. Nay, this is ſeldom ac- 
com pliſned by mdignation and rage. Don Gaſton, 
for example, was not repulſed. After having loaded 
him with reproaches, (as I have ſaid) I went to the 
houſe of your relation, whither you ſent me; and 
that lady, unfortunately, 3 me too long; LI 
lay too long, becauſe on my return, I found my man 
again, whom, I aſſure you, I did not expect to ſee, 
I was ſo much diſturbed at ſight of him, that my 
tongue, which never failed me before, could not furs 
niſh me with one ſyllable. In the mean time, what 
docs he? he flipt a paper imo my hand, which 1 
B 6 kept 
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Kept, without knowing what 1 did, and then diſap- 


peared in an inſtant.“ | 

* 80 *aying, ſhe pulled my letter out of her boſom, 
and gave it, by way of joke, to her miſtreſs, who 
taking it for diverſion, read it over, and then affected 
reſerve.” „Truly, Felicia, (ſaid ſhe, with a ſerious 
air) you are a fool and a mad creature, to receive this 
billet. What will Don Gaſton think of it? and what 
muſt I believe? Your conduct gives me cauſe to 
cliſtruſt your fidelity, and may make him ſuſpect that 
T am pleaſed with his paſſion. Alas ! perhaps he 
imagines at this inſtant, that I peruſe, with pleaſare, 
the characters which he has wrote. You fee to what 
ſhame you have expoſed my pride.“ OO not at all, 
madam, (replied the maid) he can entertain no ſuch 
thoughts; and, ſuppoſe he did, he ſhall not preſerve 


them long. I will tell him, when next I ſee him, 


that I have ſhewn his letter to you ; that you looked 
at it with indifference ; and, in ſhort, without reading 


it, tore it with the moſt mortifying contempt.” * Vo 


may ſafely ſwear that I have not read it, (aid Donna 
Helena) I ſhould be at a loſs, if obliged, to repeat 
two ſingle words of it,'* Don George's daughter was 
not contented with talking in this manner; ſhe tore 
my billet, and forbid her woman to talk to me for the 
future. | 
As I promiſed to play the gallant no more at my 
windows, ſince the ſight of me gave offence, I kept 
them ſhut ſeveral days, to render my obedience more 


affecting; but to ſupply thoſe looks of which Þ'was * 


abridged, JI prepared new ſerenades for my cruel 
Helen. One night I repaired under her balcony with 
muſicians, and the guitars were already ſtruck up, 
when a cavalier came ſword in hand, and diſturbed 
the concert, laying about him at a furious rate among 
the pertormers, who immediately betook themſelves 
to flight. The rage that animated that bold intruder, 
awaked mine: I advanced to puniſh. him, and an ob- 
Kinate combat began. Donna Helena and her attendant 
11 2 hearing 
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GIL BLAS. | 37 
hearing the noiſe of ſwords, looked through the lat- 
tice, and ſeeing two men engaged, waked Don George 
and his valets with their cries : theſe,” as well as ſe⸗ 
veral people in the nighbourhood, came running to 
part the combatants, but — arrived too late, and 
tound no body on the field of battle, but a cavalier 
almoſt without life, weltering in his blood; and I was 
ſoon know to be that unfortunate perſon. I Was 
carried to the houſe of my aunt, whither the moſt ex- 
pert lurgeons in town were called to my aſſiſtance. 
Every body pitied my fate, and Donna Helena in 
particular, who then diſcovered the bottom of her 
ſoul. Her diſſimulation gave way to her ſentiment, 
and ſhe was no longer that diſdainful creature, who 
piqued herſelf upon appearing inſenſible to my pal 
hon. She was now a tender lover, that abandoned 
herſelf to ſorrow without reſerve. She ſpent the reſt 


of the night in mourning with her maid, and in cur- 


ſing her couſin Don Auguſtin de Olighera, who they 
concluded muſt have been the author of their tears: 
as in effect it was he who had fo diſagreeably inter- 
rupted the ſerenade, Being as great a diſſembler as 
his couſin, he had perceived my intentions, without 
ſeeming to take any notice of them; and imagining 
that ſhe favoured my flame, had committed this ac- 
tion, to ſhew that he was not quite ſo paſſive as ſhe 
believed him to be. Nevertheleſs, this melancholy 
accident was ſoon forgotten, by reaſon of the joy that 
followed it. Though I Was dangerouſly wounded, 
the ſkill of the ſurgeons ſaved my life, but I till kept 
my chamber, when my aunt Donna Eleonora went to 
Don George, and demanded his daughter for me in 
marriage. "he father conſented to this the more 
willingly, becauſe he at that time looked upon Don 
Auguſtin as a man whom perhaps he ſhould never 
ſee again. The good old gentleman was afraid that 
his daughter would not beſtow herſelf on me without 
reluctance, becauſe her couſin Olighera had enjoyed 
the liberty of viſiting her when he would, and of se- 


quiring 


— ö 
r TS 


98 The ADVENTURES of 


quiting her affection at leiſure ; but ſhe ſeemed fa 
well diſpoſed to obey her father in this affair, that we 
may*conclude it is an advantage among the ladies, to 
be a new comer in Spain as well as elſewhere. 

As ſoon as I could have a private converſation with 
Felicia, I underſtood how much afflicted her miſ- 
treſs had been at the bad ſucceſs of my duel ; ſo that 
having no longer any reaſon to doubt that I was the 
Paris of this Helen, | bleſſed my wound, ſince it turn- 
ed out ſo propitious to my love, and obtained of Sig. 
nior Don George the permiſſion of ſpeaking to hig 
daughter in preſence * 4 her maid. What a delight- 
ful converſation this was ! I intreated, I preſſed the 
lady in ſuch a manner, to tell me if her father in yield- 
ing her to my tenderneſs, had done any violence to 
her inclination ; that ſhe owned I was not beholden 
to her obedience alone. After this charming confel- 
hon, my whole ſtudy was to pleaſe her, and contrive 
entertainments, until the day of our nuptials, which 
were to be celebrated by a magnificent cavalcade, in 
which all the nobility of Coria and the neighbourhood 
intended to appear. 

I gave a grand entertainment to Don George and 
his daughter, with all their relations and friends, at a 
ſuperb country-houſe which my aunt had without the 
town, on the fide of Manroi. Here a concert of vo- 
cal and inſtrumental muſic was prepared by my or- 
der, together with a company of ſtrollers to repreſent 
a comedy. In the middle of the feaſt, one came and 
whiſpered to me, that there was a man in the hall; 
who wanted to ſpeak with me. I got up from ple 
to ſee who it was, and found a ſtranger, who Jooked 
like a valet de chambre, and who preſented ige a 
letter, which I opened, and read theſe words W 


« FF you have a regard for your honour, as every 
knight of your order ought to have, you will 
not fail to be to-morrow morning in fe plain of 
„% Magroi, where you will find a cavalier ready to give 
pe « fſatisfaction 
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« ſatisfaRtion for the injury you received from him, 
« and to put you, if he can, out of condition to ef+ 
% pouſe Donna Helena. | F 
„% Don Auguſtin de Olighera.“ 


If love has great influence over the Spaniards, re- 
venge has till more. I could not read this billet in 
tranquillity. The very name of Don Auguſtin kind- 
led a fire in my veins, which had almoſt made me 
forget the indiſpenſible duty which I had that day to 
perform. I was tempted to ſteal away from the 
company, and go in ſearch of my enemy on the in- 
ſtant. I conſtrained myſelf, however, for fear of diſ- 
turbing the feaſt, and ſaid to the man who brought 
the letter; © Friend, tell the cavalier who ſent you, 
that I am too defirous of re-engaging him, to fail of 
meeting him to-morrow morning before ſun-riſe, at 
the appointed place.“ | | 

Having ſent away the meſſenger with this anſwer, 1 
rejoined my gueſts, and reſumed my place at table, 
where I compoſed my countenance ſo well, that no 
body had the leaſl ſuſpicion of what paſſed within 
me. I appeared during the reſt of the day, as much 
entertained as any of them with the pleaſures of- the 
feaſt, which ended about midnight, when the aflem- 
bly broke up, and every one returned to the town, in 
the ſame manner as he had come out, As for my 
part, I ſfaid in the country-houſe, on pretence of tak- 
ing the air next morning; but the true reaſon was, 
that I might be the ſooner at the rendezvous, Inſtead 
of going to bed, I waited with impatience for day, 
which as ſoon as I perceived, I mounted my belt 
horſe, and ſet ont alone, as if I intended to take a ride 
in the country. I advanced towards Manroi, and 
diſcovered on the plain a man on horſeback, coming 
towards me at full ſpeed ; upon which I put ſpurs to 
my horſe, to ſave him one half of the way. We ſoon 
met, and 1 found it was my rival. Knight (faid 
he in an inſolent tone) ĩt is with regret that 1 * to 
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blows: with you a ſecond time; but it is your own 
fault. After the adventure of the ſerenade, you ought 
to have renounced Don George's daughter with a good 
grace; or at leaſt take it for granted, that you would 
not be ſo eaſily quit, if you perſiſted in your addreſſes 
to her.“ *<© You are too proud (anſwered I) of an 
N which perhaps you owed more to the dark- 
neſs o 

don't conſider that the ſucceſs of thele rencounters de- 
pends oſten on accident.” It is never accidental 
wich me (ſaid he with an arrogant air) and I will now 


to puniſh thoſe audacious knights who interfere with 
me.?? : . 

I made no reply to this haughty ſpeech, but alight- 
ed inſtantly, Don Auguſtin did the ſame ; we tied 
our horſes to a tree, and began to fight with equal vi- 
gour, Iwill frankly own, that I had to do with an 
enemy who puſhed much better than 1, although J 
had been two years at ſchool. He was a compleat 
tencer;; I could not poſſibly have expoſed my lie to 
greater danger, Nevertheleſs, as it often happens, 
that the ſtrungeit is venquiſhed by the weakeſt, my 
rival, in ſpite of all his ſkill, received a thruſt that 
went through his heart, and fell ſtone dead in an in- 

I returned immediately to the country-houſe, where 
I informed a. valet de chambre whom I could truſt, 
of What had happened, and ſaid to him, „Dear Ra» 
mira, before juſtice can can take cognizance of this 
event, take a good borſe and give my aunt notice of 
the adventure, Aſk of her ſome money and jewels, 
and bring them to me at Plazencia, where thou wilt 
find me in the firſt inn you come to as you enter the 
city.”? | 

Ramira acquitted himſelf of his commiſſion with 
ſuch diligence, that he arrived at Plazencia three hours 
after me. He told me, that Donna Eleanora was 
more pleaſed than afllited at the news of a duel that 

2 revenged 


the night than to your ſuperior ſkill. Vou 


ſhew- you, that by day as well as night, I know how 


vw 
+- 


— 
— 


* * 


— * 


yas * 
* 


* = @ K 


| EE LAS + © «an: 
revengid the affront which I had received in the firſt; 
and that ſhe had ſent me all hex ready money and jews 
els, to enable me to travel agreeably in foreign coun: 
tries, until ſhe ſhould get the affair accommodated. ., 
To paſs over ſuperfluous circumſtances, I will oaly 
inform you that I croſſed New Caſtile, to the king» 
dom of Valencia, in order to embark at Denia, from 
whence I took a paſſage for Italy, where I put myſelf 
in a condition to viſit different courts, and appear in 
a ſuitable character. ea 
While far from my Helen, I endeavoured as much 
as in me lay, to beguile my love and forrows ; ſhe 
mourned my abſence in ſecret at Coria, Inſtead. of 
approving of the prolecution that her family ſet on 
foot againſt me, on account of Olighera's death; ſhe 
wiſhed that all enmity might ceaſe, and my return 
be haſtened by a ſpeedy accommodation, Six months 
had already clapſed ſince ſhe had loſt me, and I be- 
lieve her conſtancy would have ſtill triumphed over 
time, had ſhe had nothing elſe but time to combat; 
but ſhe had ſtill more powerful enemies. Don Blas 
de Combados, a gentleman from the weſtern ſide of 
Galicia, came to Coria to, take poſſeſſion. of a rich 
eſtate which had been in vain diſputed. by his couſin 
Don Miguel de Caprara: and he ſettled in that coun- 
try, finding it more agreeable than his owns Com- 
bados was well made, had an agreeable pokite behas+ 
viour, and was one of the moſt iniinuating men in the 
world; fo. that he ſoon became acquainted with all 
the people of faſhion in the town, and was no ſtran- 
get to their private affairs. 3 
It was not long before he learned that Don: George 
bad a daughter, whoſe dangerous beauty ſeemed to 
juflame the men only ſor. their ruin. This piqued his 
curioſu y; he longed to ſee ſuch a formidable lady 2 
for this purpoſe, he ſgught the ſriendihip:.of her: tar 
ther, and ſucceeded ſo well, that the old man already 
looked upon him as his ſon-in-law ;. gave him admit- 
tance ta his haules and the bay of ſpeaking in. bis 


preſence 
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reſence to Donna Helena. The Galician ſoon fell 
love with her. That was inevitable. He opened 

his heart to Don George, who conſented to his pro- 
poſal; but told him, reſolving not to conſtrain his 
daughter, he left her miſtreſs of her own hand. U 
this Don Blas put in practice all the galltantries which 
he could deviſe to pleaſe the lady, who ſeemed inſen- 
ſible to them all, ſo much was her heart engroſſed 
me. Felica, however, was in the intereſts of the ca» 
valier who engaged her by preſents, to eſpouſe hit 
cauſe. She therefore employed all her addreſs in be- 
half of his paſſion; on the other hand, her father ſe- 
conded the chamber-maid by his remonſtrances; and 
nevertheleſs, all their efforts during a whole year 
could only torment Donna Helena, without ſhaking 
her conſtancy in the leaſt, 

Combados ſeeing that Don George and Felicia in- 
tereſted themſelves for him in vain, propoſed an ex- 
pedient to overcome the obſtinacy of a lover ſo pre- 
poſſeſſed as ſhe was. This (ſaid he) is what I have 
contrived ; we will ſuppoſe that a merchant of Coria 
has received a letter from an Italian factor, in which; 
after a detail of things concerning commerce, are the 
following words; 


- —* A Spaniſh Cavalier, whoſe name is Don Gaſ- 
ton de Cogollos, has lateiy arrived at the court of 
Parma. ' He calls himſelf nephew and ſole heir of a 
rich widow who lives at Coria, under the name of 
Donna Eleonora de Laxarilla. He has demanded the 
daughter of a powerful nobleman in marriage, but 
will not ſucceed until the truth is known am de- 
fired to apply to you for this purpoſe :' pray let me 
know then, if you are acquainted with this Don Gal- 
ton, and in what the riches of his aunt conſiſt; for 
your anſwer will decide the marriage. | 


Parma, &c.“ 


- The old man looked upon this trick a 8a piece of wit 
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or ſtratagem pardonable in love; and the waiting Wo- 
man, ſtill leſs ſcrupulous than her maſter, approved of 
it very much. The invention ſeemed to them the more 
ingenious, as they knew Helena to be a proud girl, 
capable of taking an inſtantaneous reſolution, provids 
ed ſhe ſhould have no ſuſpicion of the cheat. Don 
George undertook to inform her of my change; and, 
to make the thing ſeem more natural, carried along 
with him the merchant who had received the pre- 
tended letter from Parma. The ſcheme was executed 
accordingly. The father, in an affected paſſion of rage 
and vexation, ſaid to Helena, Daughter, I will no 
longer obeſerve to you, that my relations daily re- 
queſt that I will not admit the murderer of Don Au- 
guſtin into our family. I have a ſtronger reaſon to 
give you to-day, in order to detach you from Don 
Gaiton. You ought to be aſhamed of your fidelity to 
him. He is a fickle perfidious wretch. Here is a cer- 
tain proof of his infidelity. Read this letter, which a 
merchant of Coria has received from Italy.“ Helena 
trembling took the fictitious letter, read it over, con- 
ſidered every expreſhon, and was thunderſtruck at the 
news of my inconſtancy. A ſentiment of tenderneſs 
made her ſhed ſome tears: but ſoon recalling all her 
pride, ſhe dried them up, and faid to her father with 
a reſolute tone, Signior, you have been witneſs of 
my weakneſs, bear witneſs alſo of the victory I gain 
over myſelf. Tis done. I now deſpiſe Don Gaſton, 
and look upon him as the loweſt of mankind, But let 
us talk no more about him. Come, I am ready to fol- 
low Don Blas to the altar: let my marriage precede 
that of the perfidious man who has ſo ill repaid my 
love.“ Don George, tranſported with joy at theſe 
words, 'embraced his daughter, applauded her vigo- 
rous reſolution, and glad of the happy ſucceſs of his ſtra- 
tagem, made haſte to complete the wiſhes of my rival. 
Donna Helena was thus raviſhed from me. She 
yielded herſelf ſuddenly to Combados, without liſt 
cuing to dove, which at the bottom of her heart poke 
0 4 2 \ 1 
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in my behalf, or even; doubting a moment of a-pieea 


Feliciz 


of news which might have been ſuſpetted in a lover / my - 


of leſs credulity. The haughty maid liſtened to-ng 


thing but her pride; and the reſentment. of the injury — 
which (he thought her beauty had received, prevailed "xc 


over the intereſt of her tenderneſs. A few days after H. WI 
her marriage, however, ſhe felt ſome remorſe for bay- Gra 
ing been ſo precipitate. She reflected chat the mar. N eg? 
chant's letter might have been feigned, and that fuk I 40 
picion gave her ſome uneaſineſs: but the amorous 2 
Don Blas gave his wife no time to cheriſn thought = th 
rejudicial to her repoſe. His ſole ſtudy was toamuſe I -;, | 
ner; and in this he ſucceeded, hy a continual fuccels 7 
fon of various pleaſures, which he had art enough 
to invent. Döner 
She ſeemed very well ſatisfied; with ſuch a galant 
huſband, and they lived together in perfect harmony, 
when my aunt accommodated my attair with there» 
lations of Don Auguſtin; and wrote immediataly 10 


own 
beho! 
emo 
been 
heave 
ſo? 1] 


Italy, to advertiſe me of her ſucceſs. Being thenat 1 
Regio, in the farthermoſt part of Calabria, I Went . q 
over into Sicily, from thence to Spain, and at Jengtli . 
repaired. to Corta on the wings of love. Donna Elen, .. 


nora, who had not in her letter mentioned the mat 
riage of Don George's daughter, informed me of it 
on my arrival; and oblerving that I was afliftedriat 
the news, You are in the wrong, nephew, (ſaid ſhe) 
to be ſo much grieved at the loſs of an unfaithful wes 


paint 


man. Take my advice, and baniſh ſrom your me, o . 
mory a perſon unworthy of poſſeſſing a place in it“ N 
As my aunt was ignorant of the deceit/ which had tel! 
been practiſed on Donna Helene, ſhe Was in the right W 
to talk in this manner, and could not have given md ent 
a. more prudent advice; which therefore I Promiſed 3 
to follow, or at leaſt to affect an air of indifference Neun 
if I ſhould find myſelf incapable of vanquiſhing my Nieht 


aſſion. I could not, however, reſiſt my curioſi to | J 
== how this marriage had been made; and to be 


informed of tg. particulats, L teſolved W * "a 
. c 
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Felicia's: friend Dame Theodora, whom I have men- 
toned before. I went to her houfe, and there by geci 
dent found Felicia, who expecting nothing leſs than 
to ſee me, was confounded,” and endeavoured to g 
way, that ſhe might avoid an explanation, which ſhe 
concluded I would demand. I ſtopt her, ſaying, 
„Why do you fly me ? is not the perjuted Helens 
laisfied with having made a facrifice of my happi- 
nels ? has ſhe forbid you to hear my complaints ; or 
do you only want to eſcape me, that you may make 
2 merit with the ungrateful woman, of having refus'd 
me the hearing ? | 
« Signior, (anſwered the waiting woman) I freely 
own myſelf confounded at your preſence, I cannot 
behold you again, without feeling my heart torn with 
remorſe. My miſtreſs has been deceived, and I have 
been an unfortunate accomplice in ſeducing her, 0 
heaven | (cried I) have you the preſumption to tell me 
o? Explain yourſelf immediately.“ Then ſhe gave 
me an account of the ſtratagem which Combados had 
practiſed to rob me of Donna Helena: and perceive 
ing that her detail pierced me to the very ſoul, ſtrove 
o give me ſome conſolation: ſhe offered me her goad 
offecs with her miſtreſs, promiſed to diſabuſe her, to 
paint my deſpair ; in a word, to ſpare nothing to ſof- 
en the rigoùr of my deſtiny : in fine, ſhe gave me 
hopes that aſſuaged my ſorrows a little. | 
I paſs over the infinite contradictions ſhe under. 
ent, before ſhe could prevail upon Donna Helena 
00 ſee me. This, however, ſhe accompliſhed j; and! 
t was concerted between them, that I ſhould be pris 
ately admitted into the houſe of Don Blas, the firſt 
ime he ſhould go to an eftate, where he uſually 
pent a day or two in hunting. This deſign was 
bon put in execution: the huſband ſet out for the 
ountry ; I was informed of the occaſion, and one 
ught introduced into his wife's apartment. 
would have begun the converſation with re- 
oaches, but my mouth was ſtopt. It is in van 
1 K 9 
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to recal what is paſt, (faid the lady) the bufineſs herd 
s not a fond reconciliation ; and you are miſtaken 
du believe me diſpoſed to flatter your "inclination 
declare to you, Don Gaſton, that my only moe 
for giving my conſent to this private interview, in 
conſequence of the preſſing inſtances which have been 
made, is to tell you, from my own mouth, that 
henceforth you muſt Rudy to forget memltogether, 
Perhaps I might have been better ſatisfied with my 


fate, had it been joined to yours; but fuice heaven 


hath ordained it otherwiſe, I; chearfully ſubmit 10 
its decrees.” | 
How, madam! (anſwered I) is it not enough 
that I have loſt you, and ſee the happy Don Blas in 

aict poſſeſſion of the only perſon J am capable of 
— muſt;I alſo baniſh you from my thought? 
You would deprive me of my love, and 1ob me of 
the oniy ble{hng that now remains. ' Ah, cruel wo- 
man; do you think it poſſible, for any man whom 
you have once charmed, to retrieve his heart? Know 
yourſelt better, and ceaſe exhortinz me in vain, 10 
chace your idea from my remembrance.” „ Well 
then, (the replied with precipitation) do you alle 
ceaſe to hope that I will favour your love with any 
return, I have but one word to ſay: the wife of 
Don Blas {hall never be the lover of Don Gaſton; 
Take your meaſures accordingly; fly from this 
place; and let us put a ſpeedy end to a-converſs 


tion with which I upbraid, myſclf, in ſpite of the 


purity of my intentions ; and which I ſhall think 
myſelt guilty in piolouging,” 21144 HR 
At tieſe words, which deprived me of the leaſt 
- glimpic of hope, I fell at her feet; I addreſſed her 
in ihe moſt narhetic manner; I even employed tears 
to melt her; hut all this ſerved only to excite, per- 
haps, ſome ſentiments of pity, which {he was careful 
of concealing. and winch were 'acrificed io her duty. 
After having to no purpoſe echauſted all my moving 
exprefiiops, by: prayers, and teats ; my tenderue 
changed of a ſudden into rage, 1 Ln. my 

wol 
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(word, to ſtab myſelf before the eyes of the inexora- 
ble Helena: who no ſooner perceived my intention, 
than ſhe threw herſelf upon me, to prevent the con- 
ſequence. © Hold, Cogollos, (ſaid ſhe) is it thus 
you conſult my reputation ? In depriving yourſelf of 
life, you are going to load me with diſhonour, and 
make my huſband paſs for an aſſaſſin.  _ , 
I was ſo poſſeſſed with deſpair, that, far from yield- 
ing to theſe wards the attention which they deſerved, 
my whole endeavour was to baffle the efforts of the 
miſtreſs and her maid, to ſave me from my; own fas 
Jul deſign; and, without doubt, I ſhould have ſuc- 
wph cceded but too ſoon, if Don Blas, who having been 
is in appriſed of our interview, inſtead of going to the 
le of country, had concealed himſelf behind the tapeſtry, 
zt) N to oven hear our converſation, had not come aud join- 
ie of Jeſt us with all expedition. Don Gaſton, {cried he, 
wo: holding my arms) recal your ſcattered reaſon; and 
hom do not baſely yield to the ſury that tranſports you.“ 
now © Is it your buſineſs (ſaid I, interrupting Don Blas) 
1, t © diſluade me from my deſign ? You ought rather, 
Well with your own hand, to plunge a poignard in my 
allo} boſom. You are injured by my paſſion, untortunate 
any} es it is. Is it not enough, that you ſurprize me at 
e ol night, in your wiſe's apartment ? Is there more re- 
ſom © quired to rouſe your revenge? Stab me at once, and 
this rid your felf of a man who cannot ceaſe adoring Don- 
era na Helena, until he ceaſes to live.“ © In vain (an- 
{the !wered Don Blas) you endeavour to intereſt my ho- 
chin nour ſo far, as to give you death: you are ſufficient- 
Ih pauniſhed by your raſhneſs; and I am ſo well plea» 
leaſt led with the virtuous ſentiments of my wife, that I 
d her pardon the occaſion which ſhe took to ſhew them. 
tears Lake my advice, Cogollos, (added he) do not deſpair 
like a weak lover, but ſubmit to neceſſity with cou- 
Tage,” 2 : 
The prudent Galician, by ſuch diſcourſe calmed m 
rage a little, and waked my virtue: I retired wit 


ag deſign of removing far rom Helena, and Gere | 


4% The ADVENTURES of 
that the inhabited; and in t wo days returned to M to 
drid, where, refolving to employ myſelf wholly ia ser 
making my fortune, I appeared at court, and there vor 
began to make friends: bitit I was fo unlucky as m) 
attach myſelf in particular to the marquis of VIIIa. vat 
reat, a Portagueze noblemen, who being ſuſpected of M J 
a. deſign to deliver Portugal from the "dominion of the 
Spain, was impriſoned in the caſtle of Alicant, Where I 2's 
he now remams. As the duke of Lerma Knew that 
an intimacy ſubſiſted between that nobleman and me, £'< 
he caufſed me to be arreſted atfo, and condutted to pr. 
this place: that miniſter believes, that T am capable im 
of being an accomplice in ſuch a ſcheme; and he im 
could not have committed a greater outrage upon 2 ful 
noble Caſtilian.“ he 
Here Don Gaſton leſt off ſpeaking ; and I, to con- to 
*fole him, ſaid, © Signior Cavalier, your honour can al 
receive no ftain from his diſgrace, which will, Po 
oubtleſs, in the end, turn to your advantage. When o. 

e duke of Lerma ſhall be convinced of your inno- 20% 
ceence, he will certainly beſtow upon you a conſiders. iſ ©! 
ble em loyment, in order to re-eſtabliſhed the repu- thi 
tation of a gentleman unjuſtly accuſed of treaſon. 


Sci 
3 CHAP. VII. x | 
Scipio finds Gil Blas in the tower of Segovia, and tells him La 
4 | a great deal of news. ee 


UR converſation was interrupted by Tordefil- o 
las, who coming into the chamber, 'addrefled Pa 
himſelf to me in theſe terms. Signior Gil Blas, I © 
have been ſpeaking toa young man who preſented him- I fr. 
felf at the priſon gate, and aſked if you was not in 1 V 
confinement here. When I refuſed to fatisfy his cu- p. 
rioſity, he ſeemed very much mortified.“ «© Noble de 
captain, (ſaid he, with tears in his eyes) don't rejeRt IN th 
the humble requeſt I make, to know if Signior de b. 
Santillane is in this place. I am his chief domeſtic, 21 
aud you will do a charitable action, in allowing me * 
22 1 0 
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to ſee him. You are looked upon in Segovia as a 
gentleman of great humanuy.; and I hope you will 
not refuſe me the favour of converſing a moment with 
my dear maſter, who is not ſo guiliy as unfortu- 
vate.“ „ In ſhort, (continued Don Andrea) the 
young man expreſſed ſuch a deſire of ſeeing you, 
that I haye promiled.to give him that ſatisfaction at 
night. | q , N Ei, tr | 
| allured'T ordeſillas, that he could not do me a 
greater, pleaſure than to admit that young man, who,. 
probably, had ſomething to communicate, which it 
imported me very much to know. I waited with 
impatience for the moment that was to offer my. faith- 
ful Scipio to my eyes; for I did not doubt that it was 
he; and I was not miltaken. He was introduced an- 
to the tower in the evening; and his joy, Which. mine 
alone could equal, beoke Forth in extraordinary tranſe. 
ports, When he ſaw me. For my part, I was ſo much 
overjoyed at flight of him, that I held out. my arma, 
znd he hugged me in his, without ceremony: the 
diſtinction between maſter and ſecretary were loſt in 
this embrace; ſo glad were they to ſee one another. 
When we were a little diſengaged, I interrogated 
Scipio about the condition in which he left my houſe? 
„ You have no houſe, (he replied) and, to ſpare you 
the trouble of aſking unneceſſary queſtions, I will tell 
you, in two words, What paſſed at home. Your ef- 
ſccts were pillaged, as well by the ſoldiers, as by your 
own ſervants; who looking upon you as a loſt man, 
paid themſelves their own wages with what they could 
carry off. Luckily for- you, I had the addreſs to fave 
irom their talons, two large bags of double. piſtoles, 
which 1,took out of your ſtrong · box, and fecured, by 
putting them into the cuſtody of Salero, Who will re- 
deliver them as ſoon as you ſhall be releaſed from 
this tower, where 1 believe you will not be long 
boarded at his majeſty's expence ; becauſe you was 
_yprehended without the knowledge of. me duke of 


Lerma,”” 
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/ f afked him how ke eamets Know that his excel? 
cy had no hand in my tisf6rtutic. * Oh! as for that 
(faid he) I took care to be well informed: a friend of 
mine, who enjoys the confidence of the duke d*Uzeds 
told me all the particulars of your impriſonment.“ 
% Calderona (ſaid he) having difcovered, by the offi. 
ciduſneſs of a valet, that Signiora Sirena, under another 
name, received the prince of Spain in the night. time 
and that this inttigue was conducted by the count de 
Lemos, with the affiſtance of Signior de Santillane, 
reſolved to be revenged on them as well as upon his 
miſtreſs. With this view he went privately to the 
duke d'Uzeda, and diſcovered the whole affair. The 
duke, raviſhed at having in his hand ſuch a fair oppor- 
tunity of ruining his enemy, did not fail to ofe it; he 
informed the king of What he had heard, and repre- 
ſented to him with great zeal the perils to which the 
Prince had F his piece of news roufed 
the indignation of his majeſly, who immediately or- 
dered Sirena to be ſhut üp in the houſe of correction, 
Þaniſhed the count de Lemos, and condemned Gil 
Blas to perpetual impriſonment.” „This (added Sci- 
pio) is what my friend told me; by which you fee that 
our misfortune is the work of the duke d'Uzeda, or 
rather of Calderona.” | S 

From this information, I imagined that my affairs 
might he retrieved in time: that the duke of Lerma, 
21qued at his nephew's exile, Would exert himſelf to 
Wt that nobleman recalled to court: and 1 Qlattered 
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cular, Brother Lewis d'Aliaga, who owes to his in- 
tereſt the place he at preſent poſſeſſos at court. With 
che aſſiſtance of theſe powerful friends; his excellency 
will demoliſh all his faes; or perhaps the ſtate will 
ſoon alter its appearance: his majeſty is very, ſickly; 
and as ſoon as he ſhall be no more, the prince his ſon 
will begin his reign by recalling the count de Lemos, 
who will immediately releiſe'me from this place, and 
preſent me to the new monarch, WO will load me 
with favours. Thus, already elevated with future plea- 
ſures, I ſcarce felt my preſent misfortune: but ''be- 
lieve the two bags of doubloons,' Which my {eoreth 
told me had depoſited with the goldſmith, eontribut 
24 much as this hope, to the ſudden change af my di 
poſition. | 3:6 4541 eee 
I was too well ſatisfied with the zeal and integrity 
of Scipio, to be ſilent on that ſubject : I offered him 
the half of the money which he had preſerved from 
the pillage : but this he refuſed : I expect (ſaid he) 
another mark of acknowledgement.“ As much ſur⸗ 
pri ſed at his diſcourſe as at his refuſal, 1 aſked what 
could do for him. Don't let us part, fanſwered 
he) allow m to attach my fortune to yours: I have 
friendſhip for you which 1 never felt for any other 
maſter.” 4 And I can aſſure thee, child, (faid I) there 
is no love loſt; the very firſt moment thou cameſt to 
offer thy ſervice, I was pleaſed with thy appearances 
we maſt have been born under the Balance, or Getnt« 
ni, which are ſaid to be the two conſtellations that 
unite the friendſhip of men. I wWillingly accept the 
ſocietyi thou haſt propoſed ; and will begin it, by in- 
treating the keeper to ſhut thee up with me in this 
tower.“ „ Nothing can give me more pleaſure 
{cried he}; you anticipate my deſite. I was juſt going 
to conjure you to aſk that favour of him: your com- 
pany is dearer to me than Hberty itſelf: I will only 
ſometimes go to Madrid on the ſcout, and ſee if ſome 
change may not have happened at court which can be 
i 1 %% 8340; „ed 117 en . favourable 
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fayourable to you: ſo that in me you will-enjoylay 
once a confiderit, eounecr and ſpy. - + 3 
Theſe advantages were too conſidetabie t be 1 re- 
jeged: I therefore kept along with mea perſon ſo 
uſeful, with the permiſſion of the obliging keeper; 
who could not abe me _ an agreeable conſolation. 
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Us l and ucceſs of Scipio's fi ft journey to Kiba, 
, Gul Blas falls fick: the cor cs, of Kis a! diftemper. 64 


F it be uſually obſerved, that we-have no greate 

enemies than our e; it muſt like wiſe be 
owned; that when they happen to be faithful and afs 
fectionate, they are our beſt friends. After the zeal 
that Scipio had manifeſted, I could not loak upon him 
but as another ſelf. There was, therefore, no: mote 
fubordination' between Gil Blas and his ſecretary; no 
more ceremony: they lodged together in the lame 
roomy ufing the ſame table and bed, 

There was a great deal of gaiety in Scipio's: ches 
fation; be might have been juſtly ſirnamed the goods 
humoured lad: beſides, he had a good head, and 1 
protted by his advice. “ Friend, (ſaid I to him one 
day) methinks it would be no bad ſcheme for me. to 
write to the duke of Lerma : this could produce no 
bad effect: what is thy opinion of the matter?“ 
es: but (an{wered he) the great are ſo different 
from themſelves at different times, that I don't know 
how your letter will be received: nevertheleſs, I am 
of opinion, that you ſhould write in the mean time, 
Although the miniſter loves you, you muſt not truſt 
to his friendſhip, for, being remembered by him: 
theſe kind of patrons caſily forget thoſe Who are out q 
fight or hearing.” | 

Although this was but too true, I replied, « 1 
judge more favourably of my patron, to who kindneſs 
lor me I am no ſtranger : I am perſuaded, that he pities 
my affitiion, which inceſlantly preſents welt to his 


mind: 
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mind: he, probably, Waits until the king's, wrath 
ſhall ſubſide, before he takes me out of priſon.““ „ In 
good time, (he reſumed) I wiſh your opinion of his 
excellency may be aight:; implere his aſſiſtance then 
by a very moving leiter, which I will carry to. um g 
and I promiſe to deliver it into his own hand.“? 
I immediately called for paper and ink, and com- 
poſed a morſe] of eloquence, which Scipio thoughs 
very pathetic, and Tordeſillas preferred even to the 
homilies of che archbiſhop of Grenada. 4 A 
I flattered myſelf that the duke of Lerma would be 
moved; with, compaſſion, in reading the melancholy 
account which I gave him, of the miſerable condition 
in which I was not; and in that. confidencedilpatched 
my courier; who no ſooner artived at Madrid, .thay 
he went; to the miniſter's beg met a valet. de 
chambre of my acquaintance, ho procured for him 
an opportunity of ſpeaking to the duke. My lord, 
{ſaid Scipio, preſenting to his excellency the pacquet 
with which he was intruſted). one of your, moſt faith- 
ful ſervants, ſtretched upon ſtraw, in a diſmal dun- 
geon of the tower of Segovia, moſt humbly intrczis 
your grace to read this letter, Whicha turnkey, out of 
pity,, gave him liberty and means to write.“ Ihe 
miniſter opened and peruſed the letter; but though be 
beheld in it a picture capable of melting the molt, ob- 
durate ſoul, far from ſeeming affected at my diſtreſe, 
he raiſed his voice, and, in the hearing of of ſeveral 
perſons; preſent, ſaid to. the courier, with à furious 
air; © Friend, tell Santillane, that he has a great deal 
of aſſurance to addreſs himſelf to me, after the un- 
worthy action he bas committed, and for Which he is 
{o jultly chaſtiſed. He is a wretch who mult not de- 
pend upon my protection; for Jabandon him to the 
relentment off the king.“ N ne tech 
Scipio, in ſpite. of all, his effrontery, was di ſcon- 
certed at this diſcourſe; but notwithſtanding his cons 
fuſion, endeavoured to intercede for me. My lord, 
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he hears the anſwer of your excellency:** The Juke. 
made no reply to my mediator, but by a ſtern look, 
und turned his back upon him. It was thus the mi- 
niſter treated me, the better to conceal the part he 
had in the amorous intrigue of the prince of 'Spaint 
and this ought to be a warning to all little agents, whom 
noblemen uſe in their ſecret and dangerous negotia- 
tions. * 4 Hen 
When my ſecretary returned to Segovia, and made 
me acquainted with the ſucceſs of his commiſſion, 1 
"was replunged into the dire abyſs of deſpondeney, in 
Which I found myſelf the firſt day of my impriſon- 
ment. I thought myſelf even ſtill more unhappy, 
ſince I had no reaſon to expect the protection of the 
duke of Lerma My courage ſunk apace, and, not- 
withſtanding all that they could ſay to raiſe it again, 
T became a prey to the moſt keen forrow, Which 
threw me, by degrees, into a- moſt violent fever. 
Mr. Keeper, who intereſted himfelf in my preſer- 
vation, imagining that he could not do better than 
call phyſicians to my aſſiſtance, brought Wwo to viſt 
me, who, by their appearance, ſecmed zealous mini- 
Kers of the goddeſs Libitine. Signior Gil Blas, (fail 
he, preſenting them to me) here are two Hypocrates's 
come to ſee you, they will ſet you a- foot again à httle 
time.“ I was ſo much prejudiced againſt ail man- 
mer of phyſicians, that I ſhould have certainly given 
them a very bad reception, had I been in the. leaſt de- 
firous of living; bot at that i:me 1 felt myſelf ſo much 
tired of life, that I was glad Tordefilias had put me 
into their hands. «IZLE -] in 
© © Signior Cavalier, (ſaid one of theſe dottors to 
me) in the firſt place you moſt repoſe an eotire-conh- 
dence in our ſkill.” „have a moſt nei fed depen- 
dance on it (anſwered I); with your aſſiſtance, Tam 
very ſure that, in à few days, 1 ſhall be eured ef all 
my diſtempers.“ „ Ves, (he replied} with Gods 
help you ſhall. At leaſt we will do our endeavour 
for that purpoſe. Theſe gentlemen altually wy 
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I was viſibly poſting to the other, world. Don An- 
drea deſpairing, of my recovery, had already ſent for 
a Franciſcan, friar, to prepare me for my. end. N The 
good father having done his duty, had already retired ; 
and I myſelf beheving that my laſt hour approached, 
beckoned Scipio to the bed ſide. My dear fliend, 
(ſaid I to him, + with a faint voice, fo much was I eq- 
feebled by the medicines I had taken and the bleed- 
ings which I had undergone) I leave to thee one of 
the bags which are at Gabriel's houſe, and conjure thee 
to carry the other into the Aſturies, to my father and 
mother, who muſt bave great occaſn for it, if they be 
ſtill alive. But, alas! I fear they could not bear up 
2zainſt my ingratitude : the report which, doubtleſs, 
Muſcada made to them of my hard-heartedneſs, has, 
perhaps, occaſioned their death. If heaven hath pre- 


ler ved them, in ſpite ofthe indifference with which I re 


quited their affection, give them the bag of doubloong, 
and beg them from me, to pardon my unnatural beha- 
viour. If they are no more, Icharge thee to employ 
the money in cauſing prayers to be put up for the re- 
poſe of their fouls and mine.” So ſaying, I tretched 
ont my hand, which he bathed with his tears, with- 
out being able to anſwer one Word; ſo much was the 
poor young man afflicted at the profpe@ of loſing me. 
This proves that the tears of an heir are not always the 
tears of joy daſguiſed. | 

I lay thus in expectation of my exit: but I was 
baulked. My doctors having abandoned me, left the 
field free to nature. I was ſaved by their deſertion. 
The fever, which, according to their prognotic, was 
to Jun me off, quitted me immediately, as if it inten- 
ded to give them the lye. I recovered gradually, and 
by the greateſt good luck in the world, a perfect tran- 
quillity of mind was the fruit of my diſeaſe. I then 
had no need of conſolation : I entertained for riches 
and honours all the contempt which the opinion of 
approaching death had made me conceive; and-now 


* reſtored 


to a miracle, aud put me into ſuch a good Way, that 


36 The ADVENTURES of 
reſtored, as it were, to my ſelf, bleſſed my misfortune, 
I thanked heaven for it, as for a particular favour, 
and firmly reſolved never to return to court, even if 
the duke of Lerma ſhould recal me. I propofed, ra. 
"ther, if ever 1 ſhould be releafed, to purchaſe a cot- 
tage, and live in it Tike a philoſopher. * 

My cor fidem approved of my deſign. and told me, 
that in order to haſten the execution of-it, he intended 
to go and ſolicit my enlargement at Madrid. © There 
is a thing come into my head, (added he). I know 
a perſon that can ſerve you. She is the favourne 
Waiting woman of the prince's nurſe, aud a'girl of 
underſtanding. I will make her apply to her miſtreſ 
in your behalf; and will attempt every thing to get you 
out of this tower, which is ſtill a priſon, notwith- 
ſtanding the good treatment you receive in it.“ Thou 
art in the righüi(replied I); go, my friend, and begin 
this negotiation without loſs of time. Would to hes. 
ven were already in our retreat.“ | 
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Scipio returns to Madrid, and procures the enlargement 
- of Gil Blas, on certain conditions. What counſe tiny 
. fteer together, when they leave the tower of Segovia, and 


* 


the converſation that paſſes between them. 


CIPIO ſet out once more for Madrid; and I, 
IS in expectation of his return, applied myſelf to 
reading, being furniſhed with more books than [ 
wanted, by Tordelillas, who borrowed them from 
an old commander that could nut read, though he had 
a fine library, to maintain the appearance ofa literati. 
1 loved in particular good works of morality, becauſe 
1 found in them, every moment, paſlages that flat- 
tered my averſion for the court, and my inclinstion 
or ſolitude. n 4 * J 
I ſpent three weeks without hearing a ſyllable of 
my sgent, who at length returned, and ſaid to me 
with a gay air, © Thiis tune, Signior de a [ 
rang 
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bring good news ; madam the nurſe intereſts herſelf 
in your behalf. Her maid, at my intreaty, in confi» 
deration of an hundred piſtoles that I have conſigned 
to her, has been ſo generous as to engage her 3 
your releaſe of the prince of Spain; and that princ 
who, as I have already obſerved, can-refule her no- 
thing, has promiſed to aſk it of the king his father. 1 
am come hither in a hurry, to apprize you of it, and 
ſhall return immediately, to put the finiſhing ſtroke 
to the work.“ So ſaying, he left me, and went back 
to court. 0 (2 £31 14s 
His third trip was not of long duration. In eight 
days my man returned, and told me, that the prince 
bad, not without difficulty, obtained my 'releals 
This piece of information was confirmed the ſame day 
by Mr, Keeper, who embraced me, ſeying, My 
dear Gil Blas, thank heaven! you are free; the gates 
of this priſon are open to you: but upon two: condy} 
tions, which perhaps, will give you a great deal ot 
pain, and which I am obliged to inform you of, though 
not without regret, His majelty forbids you to appear 
at court, and orders you to quit the kingdom of Caf- 
tile in a month. I am very much mortihed that you 
are prohibited from going to court,” “ And I am 
overjoyed at it (I replied): God knows What my 
opinion of it is. I expected but one favour fromithe 
king, and I have received two.” hei 36 
Being aſſured that I was no longer priſoner, I 
hired tWo mules, which my confident and I mounted 
next day, after having bid adieu to Cogollos, and ro- 
turned a thouſand thanks to Tordefillas, for all the 
marks of friendſhip I had received at his hands. We 
ſet out merrily ſor Madrid, to retrieve, from the 
hands of Signior Gabriel, our two bags, in vach of 
which were five hundred doubloons. My aflociate 
ſaid to me by the way, If we are not rich enough 
tolbuy a magnificent eſtate, we can, at leaſt, purchaſe 
a commodious one.” So we had but a hut, (an- 
Wwered I) I ſhould be 5 with my condition: 
5 for 
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for, though Lam: ſcarce in the middle of my career, l 
Steel myfelf quite detached from the world, and in- 
; 0:10 hate luture, to live ſor myſelf only. Beſides 
1 muſt tell thee, 1 have formed an inchanting idea of 
a country life, the pleaſures of which I enjoy by an- 
bcrpation. | Methinks I already behold the enamelled 
meads, hear the nigntingales ſing, and the brooks 
murmur. Sometimes I divert mylelf in hunting, and 
Jomeumes in filbing. Imagine to thyſelf, my friend, 
all the different pleaſures that await us in ſoluudg 
aid chou wilt be as much charmed with it as I am, 
Wich regard to eating, the moſt ſimple nouriſhment i 
#ie beſt. A morſel of bread may ſatisfy us when we 
art hungry, and the appetite with which we eat it, 
will make us think it excellent food. The pleaſure 
<ocs not conſiſt in the quality of exquiſite diſhes, but 
centers wholly in ourſelves; and this is Jo true, that 
the moſt delicious of my meals are not thoſe in which 
the greateſt delicacy and abundance reign, Frugality 
18 2 ſource of delights, and wonderfully conducive.to 
health. 

„ By your leave, Signior Gil Blas, (ſaid my fecre- 
tary, interrupting me) I am not altogether of your 
opinion, with regard to the pretended frugality you 
ꝓraiſe fo much. Why ſhould we hve like Diogenes? 
if we indulge our appetites a little, we ſhall not find 
ur ſelves a bit the worſe for it. Take my advice, 
land ſince we have, thank God, wherewithal to render 
our retreat agretablc, let us not make it the habitation 
of hunger and poverty. As ſoon as we all have got 
poſſeſſion of our land, we muſt fortify our houſe With 
good wines, and allother proviſions ſuitableto people 
iof tate, who'do not. quit the commeree of tmaukind, 


with a -view of:rendunting the conveniences of life; 


but rather to enjoy them with more tranquillity, 
% That which a, man has in his houſe (ſays Fefjud) 
never hurts him; whereas, that which he has nov, 
may. It is better (adds tbe ſame author) for, a man 
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to have all logs neceſſary in his poſſeſſion, than i 
his wiſh only.“ | ang 
© How the devil! Mr. Scipio, (cried 0 come you! 
to know the Greek poets ? Ha ! where did you pick 


NA 
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up acquaintance with Heſiod ?” „ In the houſe of 2 


learned man (he replied), I ferved a pedant at Gala- 
manca ſome time. He was a great commentators 
and would toſs you up a large volume in a twinkſing, 
compoſed of Hebrew, Greek and Latin quotations, 
taken from books in his library, and tranſlated into 
the Callilian tongue. As I was his amanuenhs, 1 
retained in my memory a great number of ſentences,. 
as remarkable as that which I repeated.” “ If that 
be the caſe, (faid I) your memory is well garniſhed. 
But, to return to our ſcheme, in what kingdom of 
Spain do you think we ſhould eſtabliſh our philofo-- 
phical rehdence?” © I vote for Arragon, freplie 
my confident) we will there find charming ſpots, 
where we may lead a delicious life.” „ Well, (ſaich 
I) be it ſo. Let us fix in Arragon. I conſent to the 
propoſal ; and I wiſh we may there find a place of 
abode, that will afford all thoſe, pleafures, with Which 
I fealt my imagination.“ , ] 
| HA F. 1 An 


Their behaviour at Madrid, Gil Blas meets a certain per. 
fon in the fret. The conſequence of that meeting. 


HEN we arrived at Madrid, we alighted af 
a ſmall houſe where Scipio had lodged in 
his expeditions; and the firſt thing we did, was to 
repair to Salero, in order to retrieve our qdoubloons. 
He gave us a very civil reception, and expreſſed a goud 
deal of joy at ſeeing me at liberty. I proteſt to 
you (ſaid he) I was fo much affected with your mis- 
fortune, that I conceived a diſguſt at all allianecs with 
courtiers, their fortunes are fo uncertain ; and thete- 
fore, gave my daughter Gabriela in marriage to a 
wealthy merchant.” © You were in the right: (an- 


lwered I) for þcfidcs that this match is more folid) a 
0 6 3 


cuuca, 
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citizen, who marries his daughter to a man of quality, 
has not always rcaſon to be ſatisfied with monſicur 
his ſon-in-law. | | 
Then ſhiſting the ſubject, and coming to the pur. 
poſe, © Signior, Gabriel, added 1) be ſo good, if you 
Pleaſe, as to deliver the two thouſand piſtoles, which” 
—* Your, money is ready for you,” (ſaid the gold» 
ſmith, interrupting me) and conducting us into» his 
cloſet, ſhewed us the two bags, with notes upon them, 
containing theſe words: „ Theſe bags of doubloons 
belong to Sigoior Gil Blas de Santillane.“ “There they 
are, (ſaid he) juſt as they were committed to my care.“ 
I thanked Salero for the ſervice he. had done me; 
and very well conſoled for the loſs of his daughter, 
carried the bags home, where we began to examine 
gur double piſtoles. The tale: was juſt, after having 
deducted about fifty, which had been employed to 
procure my enlargement. Our ſole ſtudy now, was 
to put ourſelves in a condition to depart for Arragon, 
My ſecretary undertook to buy a chaiſe and two mules, 
and I provided ourſelves with cloaths and linen, 
While I was going ſrom one place to another in the 
ſtreets, bargaining for what I wanted, I met Baron 
Steinbach, that officer of the German guards, in whoſe 
houſe Don Alphonſo had been brought up. | 
I ſaluted that cavalier, who knowing me alſo, came 
and embraccd me with great affection. “ Jam ex- 
tremely glad, (ſaid I to him) to ſee your lordſhip in 
ſuch good health, and to find at che {ame time an op- 
por tunity of hearing of Don Czlar and Don Alphonſo 
de Leyva.“ I can give you a certain account of them 
both, (anſwered he) for they are now actually at Ma- 
diid, and lodge in my houſe. About three months 
ago they came to town to thank his majeſty for a poſt 
which Don Alphonſo has received, in conſideration 
of the ſervices which his anceſtors had done to the. 
| ſtate, He is made governor of the city of Valencia, 


without having aſked the place, or even defied any, 


body to ſolicu tor him. Nothing can be more gene- 
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rous: and this ſhews that our mona ch delights in re- 
compenſing valour.“ i e 
Though I knew, much better than the Baron de Stein- 
bach what the true motive was, I did not ſeem to 
know any thing of the matter; but expreſſed ſuch a 
vehement deſire to ſalute my old maſters, that, in or» 
der to ſatisfy me, he carried me home with him im- 
mediately. I was curious to try Don Alphonſo, and 
judge, by the reception I ſhould meet with from him, 
whether or no he had any remains of affection for me, 
I found him in a hall, playing at cheſs with the ba» 
roneſs; and as ſoon as he perceived me, he quitted the 
game, got up, and advancing towards me with tranl- 
port, preſſed my bead within his arms, ſaying, with 
marks of real joy, © Santillane, have I found you 
again ! I am overjoyed at meeting with you ! it was 
not my fault that ever we parted : for, I deſired yon, 
if you remember, not to leave the caſtle of Leyva, 
You had no regard to my requeſt; but I am far from 
being angry with you on that account. I am even be- 
holden to you, for the motive of your. retreat, But, 
ſince that time, you ought to have let me hear from 
you, and ſpared me the trouble of ſending in vain, to 
tind you at Grenada, where Don Fernando, my bros 
ther- in- law, wrote me, you was.“ | 
After this gentle . page, he continued, “ Tell 
me what your buſineſs is at Madrid. You have, I 
ſuppoſe, ſome employment here. Be aſſured that I 
ſhare as much as ever in what concerns you.“ „Sig- 
nior (anſwered I) ſomething leſs than four months 
ago, I filled a pretty conſiderable poſt at court; have 
ing had the honour to be ſecretary and confident to 
the duke of Lerma.” „Is it poſſible !: (cried Don 
Alphonſo, with extreme aſtoniſhment) what 1. was 
you in the confidence of the prime-minilter 2? «© TI 
gained his favour 1785 J) and Joſt it in the manner 
you ſhall hear.“ I then recounted the whole ſtory, 
and ended my narration with the. reſolution I had 
taken, to buy, with the ſlender remains of my paſt 
proſpe- 
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K * 


ſperity, a cottage, in which I propoſed to lead a 
Fired life. The fon of Don Cæſar having liſtened 
very attentively, replied, © My dear Gil Blas, you 
know I always loved you. You ſhall be the ſport 


of fortune no more, I will deliver you from her 


power, by making you maſter of an eſtate which ſhe 
cannot deprive you of. Since you deſign to live in 
the country, I beſtow upon you a ſmall farm, which 
we have hard by Lirias, about four leagues from Va- 
lencia. You know the place, and it is a preſent Which 
we are in a condition of making, without incommo- 
ding ourſelves in the leaſt. 1 dare anſwer for my fa- 
ther's conſent, and know that. it will give great plea- 
ſure to Seraphina.” 
I threw myſelf at the fect of Don Alphonſo, who 
immediately raiſed me up. I kiſſed his hand, and 
more ch,rmed with the goodneſs of his. heart, than 
With the value of his favour, „ Signior (faid I) your 
behaviour enchants me. The preſent which you 
make, is the more agreeable, as it precedes the know» 
ledge of a piece of ſervice which I did you: and I 
would rather owe it to your generoſity than to yout 
acknowledgment.” My governor was a little ſur- 
Prized at my diſcourſe, and did not fail to aſk what 
this pretended ſervice was. I told him; and the in- 
| formation redoubled his ſurprize. He, as well as the 
Baron de Steinbach, was far from thinking that the 
government of the city of Valencia had been be- 
flowed upon him by my intereſt, Nevertheleſs, 
as he could not doubt my veracity; „ Gil Blas, 
| (ſaid he) fince TI owe my poſt to you, I don't intend 
| to confine my gratuity to the little farm of Lirias, 
1 Wl give you along with it two thoufand ducats 
= yearly,” 
j4 Wa Halt chere, Signior Don Alphonſo {ſaid I, inter- 
= rupting him) don't awake my avarice, IL. have tod 
well experienced, that riches ſerve only to corrupt 
my morals. I accept, with all my heart, your farm 
of Lirias, where J will live comfortably with the 
1 | N f 1 money 
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money which ' have already in my poſſeſſion. But 
that is ſufficient; and far from deſiring more, I would 
rather conſent to loſe the ſuperfluity of what I poſleſs. 
Riches are a burden to one in retirement, who ſeeks 
only to enjoy quiet.“ As | 

'While we. converſed in this manner, Don Ceſar 
coming in, expreſſed as much 4ay at ſeeing me as his 
ſon had done before; and when he underſtood the 
obligation which his family lay under to me, he preſ- 
ſed me to accept the annuity, which I again refuſed. 
In fhort, the father and ſon carried me.inſtantly to 
notary's houſe, where they cauſed a deed of gift to. 
be made out, and ſigned it with more. pleaſure than 
they would have felt in ſigning a deed to their own 
advantage. When it was executed, they put it into 
my hand, ſaying, The farm of Lirias was no longer 
theirs, and that I might go and take poſſeſſion of it 
when I would. They then went back to the houſe 
of Baron de Steinbach, and I flew to our lodgings, 
where my ſecretery was raviſhed with admiration, 
when 1 informed him, that we had an eſtate in the 
kingdom of Valencia, and recounted in what man- 
ner I had made this acquiſition. How much (fard 
he) may this ſmall domain be worth?“ „ Five hun- 
dred ducats per annum (I replied) and I can aflure 
thee, it is a lovely ſolitude, which I know perfectly 
well, having been there ſeveral times, in "quality of 
liteward to the lords of Leyva. It is a mall houſe on 
the borders of the Guadzlaviar, in a hamlet of Ave 
or [ix houſes, and in the midſt of a charming coun- 


\ try.” 


„What pleaſes me ſtill more in it {cried Scipio) 
is, that we ſhall have fine veniſon, with wine of Be- 
nicarlo, and excellent muſcadine, Come, maſter, let 
us make haſte to quit the world, and gain our hermi- 
tage.“ „1 long as much as thau doeſt to be there, 
(1 replied) but I muſt firſt make a tour to the Aſturias. 
My parents are there in no very agreeable fituation : 
aud I intead to conduct them to Lirias, where ** 
0 
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Vill paſs. the remainder of their days in quiet. Hea- 
ven, perhaps, has granted me this ah) lum, on purpoſe 
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to receive them, and would puniſh me, if I failed in 


'my duty.” Scipio approved very much of my de. 


ſign, and even excited me to put it in execution. Let 
us loſe no time (ſaid he) I have alieady ſecured a 
chaiſe, let us buy mules immediately, and ſet ont for 


Oviedo.” „Les, my friend (I replicd) let us depart 


as ſoon as we can. I think it my indiſpenſible duty, 
to ſhare the ſWeets of my retirement with the authors 
of my being. Our journey will not be long. We 
ſhall ſoon ſee ourſelves ſettled in our hamlet, where, 
when I arrive, I will write over the door of my houſe, 
theſe two Latin verſes, in letters of gold: 


Inveni portum. Spes et fortuna valete. 
Sat me luſiſtis, ludite nunc alios. 


On | X. 
CHAaP. TI. 


Gil Blas fets out for the Aſturias ; paſſes through Valla- 


dolid, where he viſits his old maſter doctor Sang rado, 


and meets, by accident, with Sig nior Manuel Ordonnez, 
director of the hoſpital. 


vw HILE I was getting ready for my departure 


from Madrid, with Scipio, on my journey 
to the Aſturias, Pope Paul the fifth named the duke 
of Lerma to the cardinalſhip. This pope being deh- 
rous of eſtabliſhing the inquiſition in the kingdom of 
Naples, inveſted that miniſter with the purple, that 
he might engage him to make king Philip conſent to 
ſuch a laudable deſign. All thoſe who were well 
acquainted with this new member of the ſacred col- 
lege, thought, like me, that the church had made a 
ue acquiſition, | | 


1 
I 
( 
4 
] 
t 
1 
| 
{ 
| 


a- 
ado, 
Nez 


ure 
ney 
uke 
leh- 
| of 
that 
t to 
yell 
col - 
de a 


23 PRs 


+ FG FILI BE NAS. 26&T 85 
Scipio, who would rather have ſeen me in a bril- 


liant poſt at court, than buried in ſolitude, adviſed 


me to preſent myſelf before he cardinal; 4% Perhaps 


(faid he) his eminence” ſeeing you aut of priſon by the 
king's order, will think it unneceſſary to appear any 


longer irritated againſt pou,” ard take you into his 
ſervice again.“ ++ Mr. Scipio (anſwered I) you ſeem 
to have forgot that I obtained my liberty, on condi- 
tion that I ſhould quit the two Caſtiles immediately. 
Beſides, do you think me already diſguſted with an 
caſtle of Lirias ? I have told you once, and now e- 
peat at, that if the duke of kerma would-reſtore me 
to his good graces, and even offer me the place of 
Don Rodorigo.de Calderona, I would refuſe it. My 
reſolution is taken. 1 willgo in queſt of my parents 
at Oviedo, and retire with them to Valencia: As for 
thee, - my friend, if thou repenteſt of having joined 
thy fortune to mine, ſpeak; I am ready to give thee 
one halt of my money, aud thou mayeſt-ſtay at Ma- 
diid, and puſh ahy ſortune as far as it will go.“ 
„How (replied my ſecretary, nettled at my words} 
can you ſuſpect me of having any repugnance to fol- 
low you to your retreat? my zeal aud attachment are 
injured by your ſuſpicion. What! Seipio, that faith- 
ful ſervant, who, to ſhare your affliction,” would have 
willingly paſſed the remainder of his days with you in 
the tower of Segovia; ſhall he feel any regret in accom- 
panying you to an abode that promiſes him à thous 
land pleaſures? No, no, I have no deve of diſſuad- 
ing you from your reſolution. 1 \muſt-own Fwasa 
little miſchievovs, When 1 adviſed you to {hew:/yout- 
ſelf to the duke of Lerma : I wanted to found you, 
that I might know if ſome feeds of ambition did not 
ill remain in your breaſt; Well then, ſince %u 
are ſo much deteched from pomp and gran- 
d-ur, let us ſabandon the court immedistehy, e 
go and enjoy the innocent and delicious pleaſures gf 
which we have ſormed ſuch charming ideas.“ We 
actually ſet out in u {ow days, mounted together Gy 
| caaihy 
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chaiſe drawn by two good mules, and conducted by 
a young man, with whom I thought proper to 1 
ment my train. We lay the ſirſt night at Alcala 
Henares, and the ſecond at Segovia; from whenct, 
(without ſtaying to viſu the generous keeper Torde- 
ſillas) we got to Penafiel on the Dueto; and next day 
to Valladolid *. At fight of this laſt place, I could 
not help heaving a rofound ſigh; and my compa- 
nion, who perceived it, aſking the cauſe, '** Child, 
{faid I) 1 praftiſed phyſic a long time in this city, 
and my conſcience — eta me with it this mo- 
ment ! methinks all the ſick people whom J killed 
1 come out of their tombs, and ſeem ready to tear me 
in pieces.“ * What a fancy is this! {ſaid my fecre- 
tary) truly, Signior de Santillane, you are too good, 
Why ſhould y6u repent of having laboured in your 
vocation ?. Obſerve the oldeſt phyſicians 3. do they 
feel any ſuch remorſe ? No, fure: they ſtill go on in 
their old courſe, with the utmoſt tranquillity, throw- 
ing the blame of all fatal accidents on nature, and 
claiming: honour from every lucky event.” 

„ True (ſaid I); doctor Sangrado, whoſe method 
J fanhfully followed, was a man of that character. 
- Though he ſaw twenty people die daily among his 
hands, he was ſo well convinced of the excellence of 
bleeding at the arm, and plentiful draughts of warm 

Water, which he called his two ſpecifics 1n all kinds of 
- diſtempers, that inſtead of ſuſpecting his remedies, he 
believed that his paticnts died becauſe they had net 
drank and been blooded enough.“ „ Egad:! {cred 
Scipio, een into a loud Jaugh) this wah, be an 


20 . Walls dolid is one of the moſt beautiful cities of 
Old Caſtile, fituated on the ſmall river E ſcueva, 
Which divides it in two, and over Which is à hand- 
V ſome ſtone bridge of ten or twelve arches. In this 
place is an univerſity, and no leſs than ſeventy, con- 
vents, one of which is the king's palace, very much 
embelliſhed by Philip, the Fourih. 
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into parable perſon 1/9: If theu haſt any curioſmy 


to ſce and hear him, (fei I) chou ma yeſt ſatisfy it to · 
morrow Morning, provided Sangrado be ſtill alive, 
and at Valladolid, which I can ſchrce believe, for he 
Was very old when 1 left him, end chat happened 
a good many years ago.“ sn HOY 
Our firſt care, when we arrived at dur inn, as to 
enquire about that doctor, who we learned was not 
yet dead; but being too old ts viſit patients, or move 
about, he had given place to three or four doctors, 
who had required reputation by à new method of 
practice, which did not ſucceed a whit better than his. 
We reſolved to ſtay all next day at Valladolid, as well 


to reſt our er as to viſit Sangrado, to whoſe houſe 


we repaired about ten o'clock; in the morning, and 
found him ſitting in an eaſy chair, Witk a book in 
his hand. As ſoon as he perceived vs, he got vp, and 
coming towards me, with a firm ſtep, confidering his 
age, which was ſeventy,” aſked © our buſineſs with 
him? „ Mr. Doctor, (ſaid 1 to him) don't you re- 
eollect me? I have the honour to be one of your dif- 
ciples. Dont you remember à young man called 
Gil Blas, who formerly ved in your houſe, and'was 


your deputy “ „ What ! is it yon, Säntillene ? 


lanſweted he, embracing me) I mould not have 


' known youagain. I am very glad toffee you. What 


have you been doing” ſince you left me? Nou have 
doubtleſs” praiſed phyſic all along.“ „I Was in- 
deed (faid I) ſufficiently inclined to that profeſſion, 
which, however, ſome ſtrong reaſons have hindered 
me from-exercifing.” ba... 8 

So much the worſe (replied Sangrado.) With 


the principles Which you imbibed from me, you 


would have become an'expert phyſician, provided 
heaven had given you baera rte de fe from 
the dangeraus love of chemistry. Ab! my Ton! 
(continued he with un sir of f6ttdw) What à change 
has happened in phyſic within this few years. That 
at is robbed of all iu honour and diguny. "Tn 
f hic 
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/ which in all times hath regarded the life of man, it 
now a prey to raſhneſa, /preſumption and i2mperitige; 
for theix actions ſpeak, and in a little time the very 
ſtones will cry aloud againſt the cabals of theſe new 
practitioners. Lapides clamabunt ! there are in this city 
phyſicians (or ſuch as call them ſelves ſo) who are yokgd 
do the triumphal car of antimony. Currus trumphalis 
antimonii. Truants from the ſchool of Paracelfys, 
adorers of Kernes, accidental curers, Who make the 
whole ſcience of medicine conſiſt in knowing how te 
Prepare chemical drugs. What ſhall I tell, you ! every 
thing is turned topſy turvy in ther method. Bleeding 
at the foot, for example, rabid ſo ſeldom practiſed, 
4s now! almolt the only evacuation in uſe. Thoſe pur- 
gatives, Which were formerly gentle and benign, are 
now changed for emeticks and Rermes. The whole is 
a mere chaos, Where each docs what he thinks proper, 
tranſgreſſing thoſe bounds of order and ſagacity which 
our ancient malters had ſo wiſely preſcribed.” 


Whatever inclination I had to laugh at ſuch a comi- 


cal declamation, I had power to reſiſt it. 1 did 
more. I exclaimed againſt Aermes,. without knowing 
what, it was, and at a venture wiſhed thoſe Who in- 
vented it at the devil. Scipio obſerving that I made 
myſelf merry with this ſcene, had a mind to aft in it 
allo; Mr. Doctor, (ſaid he to Sangrado) as, I am 
grand nephew to a phylician of the old. ſchool, give 
me leave to revolt with you againſt chemical medi- 
cines. My late grand uncle (reſt his ſoul) was ſuch a 
warm pattizan of Hippocrates, that he often battled 
with quacks who ſpoke diſreſpectfully of that prince of 
Phyſic. True blood will always ſhew itlelf; 1 would 
willingly perform the office of executioner to thoſe ig- 
notant innovators, of whom you complain wich ſuch 
gloquence and juſtice, What diſorder, muſt theſe 
(wretches cteate in civil ſociety !“ i 
That diſorder (replicd the doctor) is more ey 
ſive than you imagine. My having publiſh; a bobk 
An the robhoas pt mpdicine was of def hf 
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the contrary; tbe miſchief daily increaſes. The ſur- 
geons, mad with.the ambition of acting as phyſicians, 
think themſelves ſufhciently qualified, When there is 
nothing to be done but to give Kermes and emetics, io 
which they add blooding at the foot, according to their 
own fancy. They even proceed ſo far, as to mix 
Fermes in apozems and cordial potions; and ſo theyy 
ue on a par with your celebrated preſeribers. This 
contagion has ſpread alſo, among the cloiſters. Thera 
are ſome monks who act both as apothecaxies and ſurs! 
geons. Thoſe apes of medicine apply themſelves to 
chemiſtry, and compoſe pernicious; drugs with Which 
they abridge the lives of their reverend fathers. In 
fne, there are more than ſixty monalteries of men and 
women in Valladolid; ſo you may judge What ravage 
is made in them, by Kermes united with emetics, and. 
blooding in {the foot.” „ Signior Sangraday (ſeid ii) 
you have reaſon to be incenſed againſt theſe poi ſoness. 
I groan:in concert with you, and ſhare yonr alem for! 
the lives of mankind, Which are fo manifeRtlyabhreate 
ned by a method ſo diffetent from yours. Lam very 
much afraid that chemiſtry will. one, .day,occakon; thei 
total ruin of phyſie; in the ſame manner as falle money! 
proves deſtructive to kingdoms. Heaven grant that. 
the ſatal day he not loo near.” a Oh te 
At this part of our converſation, an old maid- ſervant 
brought in fox the doctor a little light bread on a {alvers 
and a glaſs with two bottles, one of which was filled: 
with water, and the other with wine. After he had; 
eaten a morſel of the bread, he took a draught of Ie 
quor, in Which indeed there Were two thirds of water, - 
but that did not ſave him from the reproach-which-he: 
gave me a handle to vent againſt him, Ah 1 hat 
(aid I) Mr. Doctor, have JI caught you in the fact ꝰ 
You drink. wine then! Vou who bave always declared 
againſt that liquor; 2 who, during three ſourths of 
— life, have drank nothing, but water, How long 


ave. you afted, ſo inconſiſtentiy with, yourſelf 2, You 
aan excuſe yourſelf on, account of, yOur Age nere 
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one part of your writings, you define old agen natura 
decay, that withers and confumes us; and in cenſes 
quence of that definition, deplore the ignorance of thoſt 
people who ſtile wine the milk of old men; What 
therefore can you ſay in your own juſtiſication ? 
- Vou declare war againit me very unjuftly, (re- 
phed the old phyſician.) Had I drank» pure wine 
you Would have had ſome reaſon to look upon meas 
an unfaithful obſerver of my own method; but yu 
ſee that my wine is very much diluted. * Another: 
iaconkſtency, my dear maſter (ſaid 1); don't you rw 
member that you blamed the Canon Sedillo for drinks 
ing wine; altho* it was mixed with a great deal of was 
ter'?: Confeſa freely, that you are ſenſible of your error 
and xhat wine is not a fatal liquor, as you advanced in 
your works, provided it be drank with moderation.“ 
Theſe words perplexed the doctor, who could not 
deny that he had forbid the uſe of wine in his books 
but ame aud vanity bindered him from owning, that 
my reproach was jaſt, and he did not know what en. 
ſwer / to mkke. IT extricate him out of this dfemmay 
E ſhiſted the di ſeburſe; and in a moment aſter) tool 
leave of "hith; exhorting him to keep his ground Rill 
againſt the new practitioners. Courage, Signior 
Sangredo, (ſaid I to him) be indefatigable in deerying 
Aermes, and combat againſt blooding in che foot, with- 
out ceaſing. If, in ſpite of your zeal'and phyſical or- 
thodoxy, that empirical race ſhouid ſucceed in ruining 
whe dilciplite, you will at leaſt enjoy the conſolation 
of havitig dove your utmoſt to maintain it. # 07592 
my fecretary and I returned to the inn; eonver- 
. adout te diverting and origmal character 
of the doctor, a man of about ive and fifty pe 
of age paſſed us in the ſtreet, walking wich his eyes 
feed u pOn the ground, and'a large Toſary in His amd. 
J viewed him attentively, and eaſily recollected him 10 
be Signior Manuel Ordoanez, that pious director of the 
MoTpital, of whom ſuch honourable” mention is made 
e e of my garde. ue th 
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with great demonſtratiotit of reſpect; ſaving,” 4 Heat 
to the venerable and diſcrert Signiot Manuel Ordo 
nez, the moſt proper man in the world to manage the 
poor's money.“ At theſe Words, he'eyed me harroW. 
ly, and anfwered, that he remembered my features, 
but could not recollett the place where he had ſeen” 
me. J was often at your houſe (faid I) while vun 
had in ydur ſer vice à friend of mine called - Fabticis 
Nunne z. 1 Ah! I rEmeriber you now, (anſwered * 
the director, with a ſatiticut ſmile) by this token, that 
you were both arch lads, and played tagethet many 
tricks of youth. Well, What is become of poor F. 
bricio ? every time I think of him, I am uneaſy about 
his circumftances.”” / | 1 
« My motive, {ſaid 1) for taking the liberty of ſtop- 
ing you in the ſtreet, was to give you an account of 
455 Fabricio is at Madrid, employed in compoaling + 
miſcellanies ““ What do SN call miſcellanies 
(anſwered he.) “ That is, {ſaid I) he writes im profes” 
and verſe. He compoſes pn romances; in 
a word, he is a young fellow of genius, and is v 
well received in the beſt families“ „ But (ſaid they 
director) how ſtands he with his baker?“ „ Not quite 
lo well, (anſwered I) as with people of faſhion; hetween 
you and me, I believe he is as poor as Job? 5 Oh! 
I don't at all doubt it (cried Ordonnez). Leth make 
his court to noblemen as mach as he pleaſes, his com 
plaiſance, flattery and cringing, will bring till zehnte 
his pockets than his works. Remember 1 propheſy, 
that you will one day ſee him in the hoſpital. 7 
„ That may very well be (1 repHed.) Poetry Hag 
brought many a one to that cataſtrophe, ' My frient 
Fabricio would have done much beiter, had he re- 
mained with your worſhip. He would by this time 
have rolled upon gold.“ „ At leaft, be would have 
been in very eaſy circumſtances, ſaid Mantel. 1 hack 
a regard for him, and would, bave, by raiſing him 
from poſt to poſt, 'pkpturett®s” TY 'fettlement for 
him in che hoſpual, had he not been whimſical enough 
0 
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to. ſet A5 for a Wit. He compoſed a comedy which 
was acted by the players of this city: the piece ſuc- 
ceeded; and from that moment bis head turned. He 
believed himſelf another Lope de Vega; and prefer 
ring the ſmoke of applauſe to the real, advantages 
Which niy friendſhip prepared, for him, demanded his 
diſmiſſion. I remonſtrated in, vain, that he was go» 

ing to quit the ſubſtance, and. run after the adow, 1 
could not detain this madman, who was actuated with 
the fury of writing. He did not know, his jotereſl,,, 
(Added be) The young, man, who ſucceeded. him in 
my ſervice is a, hving proof of this. Having more 
judgment and leſs underſtanding than Fabricio, he ap- 
plied himſelf wholly to the execution of his commiſ 
ſions, and ſtudied to pleaſe me. Accordingly 1 have 

promoted him as he deſerved, and he now actually en- 
Joys two empleyments at the boſpital, the leaſt of 
which is, more than ſufficient to maintain an honeſt 


mqq, £acumbered with a large family). 
Sil Blas cont intes his jorrney, and arrives ſaſely of 
Oviedo. The condition in which he found his parent. 


ROM Valladolid, we got in four days to Ovi- 
edo, without meeting with any bad accident 
on the road, notwithſtanding the proverb, which 
8, that robbers ſmell the money of travellers afar. 
oft We ſhould have becn, bowever, a pretty good 
honty;, and two inhabitants of the cavern would hase 
been ſufficient to carry off our doubloons with eaſe ; 
for 1 have not learned to grow valiant at court; and 


mour to die in defence of his maſter's purſe ; Scipio 


vi 


"Phe dune of bes father, and the conſequence thereof. 


Bertrand, my Moco de Mulas ®, did pot ſeem of a hu- 

was the only Hector among * 1 60 a v4 
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It being night when we arrived in town, we went 
to lodge at an, inn hard by the houſe, of my uncle 


the Canon Gil Perez. I was willing to. underſtand 


the ſituation of my parents, before I ſhould appear as 
their On: and for this piece of information, I could. , 
not apply to a more proper pet ſon than my landlotd. 
or his wife, who I knew to be people who were very 
well acquainted with the affairs of their neighbours. I 
effect, the landlord, after having eyed me with atten- 
tion, recollecting my face, cried, By St. Antonio 
de Padua ! this is the fon of honeſt Uſher Blas of San- 
tillage,” ** Yes truly, (ſaid his wife) it is he indeed 1 
he is very little altered: it is the ſame little briſk Gil, 
Blas, who had always more ſpirit in his heart than. 


becf on his bones. I think I ſee him ſtill coming to 


this houſe, with his bottle, for wine to his uncle's 
ſupper.” | bas 5 
Madam, (ſaid I) you have a very happy me- 
mory : but pray tell me news of my family; my 
father and mother, are, doubtleſs, in no very agree»: 
able funation,” That is but too true (replied the 
the landlady): how bad ſoever you may think their 
condition is, you cannot conceive them more diſtreſ- 
ſed than they are. Gil Peres, honeſt man, has loſt 
the uſe of one half of his body, by the pally; and, 
in all appearance, cannot Jait long: your father, 
who has lived of late with the canon, has got a de- 
fluxion in his breaſt, or rather, is at this moment in 
the agonies of death ; and your mother, though far: 
corn being well, is obliged to ſerve as. a nurſe to. 
oth,” 3 by 
On this report, which made me feel that I was a 
ſon, I left Bertrand with my equipage at the ian; and, 
attended by my ſecretary, who would not quit me, 
repaired to my uncle's houſe. As ſoon as I appeared 
before my mother, an emotion which I cauſed in her, 
Ae my preſence, before her eyes had diſtinguiſh- 
ed my features. Son, (ſaid ſhe, with a melancholy. 


21 


wr, after ſhe had embiaced me) come and ſee your 
D father 
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father breathe his laſt: yow are come time efovgho 
be ſtruck with that eruel fpeRtacle,”” So ſaying, he 
carried me into a chamber, where the unfortunate 
Blas of Santillane, lying or a bed that too well de- 
noted the poverty of an uſher, drew near his exit. 
Though he was invironed by the ſhades of death, his 
ſenſes had not quite forſaken him. My dear friend, 
(faid my mother to him) here is your fon Gil Blas, 
Who begs” your" forgiveneſs for the ſorrows he has 
oteaſioned, aſks your bleſſing.” At thefe words, 

father opening his eyes, which death had begun 


of his own lamenitdbte condition, that I was very 
much affected with the loſs of him, ſeemed thoved 
with my grief, and attempted to ſpeak ; but had not 
ſtrength enough to utter one werd I took hold of 
one of his hands; and while I bathed it with my 
rears, unable to pronoutice à ſyllable; he expired, as 
if lie re for my arrival, before he would breathe 
tris-laft. i x | 
My mother was too well prepared for his death, 
to be immoderately afflifted at it; and I was, per. 
ha ps; more grleved than ſhe; although my father bad 
never given me the leaſt mark of friendſhip in his life, 
My being his ſor was ſufficient cauſe for me to la- 
ment him: beſides, I upbraided myſelf for not hay- 
ing aſſiſted him in his diſtreſs; and when I reflected 
on my hard-heaitedneſs, looked upon myſclt as a mon- 
ſter of ingratitude, or rather, as a downright. parri- 
cide. My uncle, whom I afterwards'btheld ſtretched 
on a truckle bed, and in a miſerable condition, made 
me feel freſh remorſe. Unnatural ſon! (ſaid 1 10 
miyfelf) contemplate, for thy puniſhment, the miſety 
of thy parents. If thou hadſt giwen them a ſmall ſhare 
of the luperfluity which was in thy poſſeſſion, before 
thou waſt impriſoned, they would have enjoyed con- 
veniencies Which the revenue of the prebend collld 
not afford; and, perhaps, thou w K have pro- 
Puged che life ok thy father.“ * The 


to cloſe, fixed them̃ wpon me; and obferving, in ſpite 


We r 7 
Thie unförtunate Gil Perez wis berbfüb A Cf. 
* having loft Both his memory and judzment.” 
n vain did I prels bim in my arms, Wies Marks of 
real affection; he ſeemed infenſible of What T dic. 
4 — my mother told Firm, that 1 Was His nephew” 
il Blas, he looked zt me with an unthedning dye, 
and made no anſwer. Tübügh blood and gratitude 
Had not —. 7 me to lameſſt anundle to Whom I 
owed ſo much, I could not have Beheld him in a c. 
er. ſo 49 of pity, Without feeling the emotion 
of cormpatiion. 5 * . 
Alt ble Cars Sith remaitied in 4 metancy6ly f. 
lence, partook of my affliction, and, tKrough friend" 
ſhip, mingled his fight With mine, As 1 condided 
that my mökher, after ſch a long abſence, wanted" 
to converſe With me, and that ſhe might be uflealy sk 
the preſerite of à man hom ſhe did notkriow, I took . 
him aſide, atid ſaid, Go, my child, go, and repoſe 
thyſelf at the inn, and leave me here with my 'mo» 


ther, who perhaps will think thee one too many in 4 


converſation that will wholly turn on miles airs.” 
Scipio, rather than put us under any conſtraint, re- 
tired; and I actually diſcourſed with my mother the 
beſt part of the night. We gave one another a faith- 
ful account of what had happened to us ſince my de- 
parture from Oviedo: ſhe was minute in the detail 
sf thoſe mortifications ſhe had ſuffered in the families 
whete ſhe had been duenna, and told me an infinite 
number of things on that ſubject, which I was glad 
my ſecretary dich not hear, though he was entruſted 
with all my ſecrets. With all the reſpect that I owe 
lady was a little prolix in her narrations; and ſhe 
would have ſpared me three-fourths of her hiſtory, 
had ſhe N all the trivial circumſtances of it; 
ſhe concluded at length, and I began mine, I palfed' 
lightly over all my adventures; 7 when I came to 
the viſit which I received at Madrid from the Ton of 
Bertrand Mufcada, the 8 of OVieds, F en! 
4 . 
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upon that article: -I own, (ſaid I to my mother) I 
ave that young man a very bad reception, Who, to 
- revenged, has, doubtleſs, drawn a very frightful 
picture of me.“ © In that he did not fail (anſweted 
ſhe) : he told us that he found you ſo proud of the fa 
vour of the prime miniſter, that you ſcarce 1 
to recollect him: and when he deſcribed our diſtreſs, 
heard bim with the utmoſt indifference, As Feige 
(added ſhe) always endeavour to find excuſes for the 
behaviour of their children, we could not believe that 
you had ſuch a bad heart: your arrival at Oviedo juſ- 
tifies our good opinion of you, and your preſent {or- 
row confirms your apology.” 
« You judge too favourably of me (I replied) ; there 
is a great deal of truth in young Muſcada's report: 
when he viſited me, I was wholly engroſſed by the 
care of making my fortune; and the ambition that 
poſſeſſed me would not permit me to think of my pa- 
rents. It muſt not therefore be wondered at, if, in this 
diſpoſition, I gave an unwelcome reception to a man, 
who, accoſting me rudely, told me in a brutal man- 
ner, that, hearing I was richer than a Jew, he came 
to adviſe me to ſend you ſome money, of which you 
ſtood in great need; he even reproached my indiffer- 
ence for my family in very indecent terms. I was 
ſhocked at his freedom; and loſing patience, puſhed 
him by the ſhoulders out of my cloſet, I own I was 
to blame in this rencounter ; I ought to have refle&- 
ed, that it was not your fault, if the grocer wanted 
manners; and that his advice was never the worle for 
its being brutally delivered,” e 
This was what I repreſented to myſelf immediately 
after I had ſent Muſcada about his buſineſs. My blood 
ſpoke in your behalf; I recalled all my duty to my 
parents; and bluſhing for ſhame for having perform- 
ed it ſo ill, felt remorſe, which, nevertheleſs, can do 
me no honour with you, becauſe it was ſoon flifled 
by avarice and ambition: but having been aſter» 


wards impriſoned, by the king's order, in che tower 
5 0 
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abate two farthings of the expence'; for in this E re- 
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of Segovia, I fell dangerouſly ill, and that happy dif 
temper hath reſtored your ſon to you: yes, it was 
my diſeaſe and impriſonment that made nature reſume 
all her rights, and entirely detached me from court, 
I now thirſt after ſolitude : and my ſole motive for 
coming to the Aſturias, was to intreat you to ſhare 
with me the ſweets of a retired life. If you don't re- 
fuſe my requeſt, I will conduct you to an eſtate which 
I have in the kingdom of Valencia, where” we ſhall 
live at our eaſe. You may believe, I intended to car 
my father thither alſo : but fince heaven hath ordain- 
ed it otherwiſe, let me have the ſatistaction of enjoy- 
ing my mother's company, and of making amends to 
her for my paſt neglect, by all imaginable care.“ * I 
am very much obliged to your laudable intention, 
(ſaid my mother) and irdob oh with you without he- 
ſitation, if I ſaw no objections in the caſe; but I wil 
not leave my brother, your uncle, in this deplorable 
condition: and I am fo much uſed to this country, 
that I cannot now quit it. However, as the thing de- 
ſerves due conſideration, I will think of it at leiſure: 
Ict us at preſent take care of your father's funeral.” 
„That (ſaid I) ſhall be ordered by the young man 
whom you ſaw along me; he is my ſecretary, and has 
ſuch zeal and underſtanding, that we may depend up- 
on his care. | | 

Scarce had I pronounced theſe words, when Sei- 
pto returned, it being already day; and aſking if we. 
had any occaſion for his ſervice in our perplexity, 1 
told him that he came very ſea ſonabſy to receive an 
important order which I had to give. When he knew 
what the buſineſs was, Enough, (ſaid he) I have al- 
ready contrived the whole ceremony, end you may 
trult to my diſcretion.” © Beware (ſaid my mother) 
of making a pompous burial : it cannot be too modeſt 
for my huſband, whom ail the town knew to be a 
very indigent uſher,” * Madam, (replied Scipio) had 
he been flill more needy than he was, I would net 
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gard my maſter only; he has been the duke of Ler- 
— e : ad his father ought ee is 
terred.” , To | . 2 
I approved of my ſecretary's deſign and even de- 
Hired him to ſpare no coſt: the remains of vanity, 
which I flill preferved, broke out on this occaſion z 
I flattered myſelf, that being at a great expence upon 
a father who left me no (inheritance, I ſhould maße 
the world admire my generous behaviour. py m 
ther, for her pat, —E modeſty ſhe affected, 
was not ill pleaſed to ſee her huſband buried in ſplen- 
dour. We therefore gave a carte blanche to Scipio, 
who, without loſs of time, took all neceſſary meaſures 
for a ſuperb funeral. 
ie ſucceeded but too well: and performed ſuch 
magnificent obſequies, that he brought the whole 
city and ſubrubs on my back; all the inhabitants af 
Oviedo, from the higheſt to the ner ſhock- 
ed at my oſtentatiun. © This miniſter (ſaid one) is in 
a great hurry to lay out money on his father's inter- 
ment; but he was in none to maintain him.“ „ He 
would have done better, (ſaid another) had he ſuc- 
courcd his father while he was alive, than to honour 
him ſo much, now that he is dead.“ In ſhort, re- 
proaches were not ſpared; every one had a fling at 
me; but they did not itop here; they inſulted Scipig, 
Bertrand and me, as we came out of the church, 
loaded us with revilings, hooted us as we walked 
along, and conducted Bertrand to the inn with a 
ſhower of ſtones. 7 „nnn 
To diſperſe the mob that was gathered before my 


7 


uncle's houſe, there was a neceſſity for my mother 


ſhewing herſelf, and declaring that ſhe Was perfeQly 
well ſatisfied with my conduct. Some ran to the? 
public houſe, in order to demoliſh. my chailez and thi 
they certainly would heve done, if the landiord and 
his wife had not found means to appeaſe their fury, 
and diſſuade them from their deſign. 


All cheſe attronts, which were the effects 2 
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.grocer's report of me through the city, inſpir- 
——_ with — for my townſmen,, that, L 
determined ſpeedily to leave Oviedo, where, other- 
wiſe, I ſhou}d perhaps haye ſtaid a, god While. This 
I plajaly told my mother, Who being very much 
mortified at the reception with which the people had 
regaled me, did not oppoſe my. departure... What 
remained now, was to know how I ſhould diſpefe 
of her. Mother, (ſaid I) fince my uncle wants 
your aſſiſtance, I will not preſs you to go along with 
me at preſent ; but as, in all appearance, he has not 
long to live, you muſt promiſe to come to my eſtate 
immediately after his deceaſe.“ 1 
« I will make no ſuch promiſe, (ſaid my mother) 
being reſolved to paſs the reſt of my days in the Af- 
turias, in perfect independence.“ Will not you 
always (ſaid I) be miſtreſs in my houſe?” I don't, 
know that (ſhe reſumed) ; you may fall in love with 
ſome young girl, and marry her; then I ſhall be her 
mother-in-law ; conſequently, we cannot live toge- 
ther.” © You foreſee misfortune (ſaid I) at too 
reat a diſtance: I have no intention to marry; but. 
if the fancy, ſhould ſtrike. me, depend upon it, 1 
will oblige my wife to be impliculy ſubmiſhye to 
your will.“ „ That is promiſing too much, {reſume 
ed my mother) 1 ſhould want ſecurity for my bondſ- 
man; and would not even ſwear, that, in our dif- 
putes, you would not take the part of your wife ra- 
ther than mine, how far ſoever the might be in the 
Wrong.“ | 
Fou talk reaſonably, Madam, (cried my ſeere- 
tary, joining in converſation) I am of your opinion, 
that ſubmiſſive daughters-1n-law are very rare. In 
the mean time, accommodate matters between yaw 
and my maſter, ſince you are abſolutely reſolved to 
live in the Aſturias, and he in the kingdom of Valen- 
cis, he muſt grant you an allowance of one hundred 
piſtoles, which I ſhall bring hather every year. By 
theſe mgagy, the mother n will live * 
: 4 
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py at the diſtance of two hundred leagues ftom one 
--another.” The parties concerned approved of the 
" propoſal : I paid the firſt year's annuity per advance 
and quitted Oviedo next morning at break of day, that 
+ might not be treated by the populace'like another 

St. Stephen. Such was the reception I met with in 
my own country. An excellent leſſon for thoſe peo- 
ple of the common rank, who, after having got # fer- 
tune abroad, return to the place of their nativity, and 
affect the gentleman of impoitance. a. 


C HAP. III. 


Gu Blas daparts for the kingdom of Valencia, and at 
length arrives at Lirias. A deſcription of his houfe. 
His reputation; with an account of the people he found 
. there, f | 8 
7 E took the road to Leon, then to Palencia; 
and continuing our journey, by ſmall ſtages, 
In ten days arrived at the city of Segorba : from 
whence, next morning, we repaired to my eſtate, which 
is but three leagues diſtant from it. As we drew 
near this place, my ſecretary obſerved, with great 
-attent1on, all the country-ſeats; that preſented them- 
felves to his view, on the right and left; and when 
he perceived one of a grand appearance, always point- 
cd tO it with his finger, and ſaid, + I wiſh that was 
dur retreat,” I don't know, friend, ſaid Ito him, 
What idea thou haſt formed of our habitation; but 
if you imagine that it is a magnificent houſe, like that 
of ſome great nobleman's eſtate, I tell you beforehand 
that you are furiouſly miſtaken, e 
If thou haſt not a mind to be the dupe of thy own 
imagination, repreſent tothyſelf the ſmallhoufe which 
Horace cnjoyed in the country of the Sabines, near the 
"Tyter, and which he received in a preſent from M- 
'cenas.” „ Then I muft expect to ſee a cottage?” 
(cried Sipio). Remember, (I replied) that 1 have 
always given you a very modeſt deſcription of it ; = 
ho | is 
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this moment thou mayeſt thyſeif judge, whether or uot 


cook's aſſiſtant, a third as ſcullion, a fourth as portes 
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I am a faithful painter. Caſt chycyes towards the 
Guadalaviar, and obſerve on its banks, hard by thst 
ſmoll hamlet, the houſe conſiſting of four little payis 
lions; that is my caſtle. © How the desil, (ſaid my 
fecretary, with {urprize) that houſe is a perfettqe F ] i 
Beſides the noble air that theſe pavilions give it, dt i 
extremely well built, and. ſurrounded by a more chan 

in 7 coufitry than even the neighbourhootof Seville 
which is called by way of excellence, the terteſtrial pas 
radife. Had we choſe nour abode, it could not have 
been more to my taſte; a river Waters it wich its 
ſtream, and a thick wood lends its ſhade, when we - 
arc incliued to walk in the migdle df the day. Mae 
an amiable ſolitude is this! Ab, my dear maſter, in 
21] appearance, we ſhall not quit this plate in a hurry. 

% 'am overjoyed; {anſwered I) that thou art fo well 
ſatisfied With our aſylum, which is more-agreeable 
ſtill then you imagine.“ Converſing ur this manner 
we approached the honfe; the gate of Which Wes 
thrown open as ſoon as Scipio ſignified that it was 
Signior Gil Blas de Santillane, who came to take poſe 
ſeflion of his caſtle. At that name, ſo reſpected by 
thoſe who heard it pronounced, my chaiſe” was'ad- 
mitted into a large court, where I ahghted : then 
leaning on Scipio, and taking tate to mylelf, LWent 
to a hall, where I was ſcarce arrived, when ſeven or 
eight fervanis'\appeared. They ſaid they came to pre- 
fent their homage to their new maſter; that Don 
Czar and Don Alphonſo de Leyva had choſen them 
for my ſervice; one in quality of cook, another as 


and the reſt, as lacqueys, with orders to receive no mo- 
ney from me; theſe two noblemen intending to defr 

all the expence of my houſe-keeping : Maſter \Joa- 
chim the cock, who was the principal, and ſpokeſman 
of theſe domeſtics, gave me to underſtand, that he 
had laid in a large ſtock of the beſt wines in Spain t 
aud told me, mann n 
F 5 ow 
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low ke him, who had been cook fix years to the 
aichbiſhop of Valencia, muſt know how to compoſe 
Tagouts that would tickle my palate. © I will (added 
he) fall preſently to work, and produce. a ſample of 
my ſkill, Take a walk, Signior, while dinner is get- 
ting ready; viſit your caſtle, and ſee if it bein — — 
bitable condition.“ | 2 ol 
1 leave the reader to judge whether or not I negs, 
lected this viſit; and Scipio, ſtill more curious than I, 
dragged me from room to room. We ſurveyed the 
whole houſe from top to bottom; the leaſt corner, as 
we imagined, did not eſcape our intereſted curiokity, 
and I had every where occaſion to admire the bounty 
of Don Cælar and his lon. Among other things, 4 
was ſtruck with the appearance of two apartments, 
which were as well furniihed as they poſſibly could 
be, without magnificence : one of them was hung 
with Arras tapeſtry, and had in it a bed and chairs of 
velvet, {till very handſome, though made while the 
Moors poſſe ſſed the kingdom of Valencia, The fur- 
niture of the other was in the ſame taſte, conſiſting of 
hangings made of old yello Geava damaſk, wa a 
bed and eclbow-chairs of the ſame ſtuff, adorned with 
fringes of blue ſilk, All tneſe effects, which, would 
have been liitle valucd in an inventory, appeared there 
very conſiderable. After having thoroughly examin- 
ed every thing, my ſecretary and I returned to the 
hall, where the cloth was laid with two covers. We 
fat down at table, and in a moment was brought in 
an olla _podrida, ſo delicious, that we pitied the ach. 
biſhop of Valencia for having loſt the cook thai come 
poſed it. At every morſel we ate, our new lacqueys 
preſented to us large glaſſes filled to the brims with 
Wine of amoſt exquiſitc reliſh, Scipio, not daring to 
ſhew before them the interior ſatisfaction that he felt, 
expreſfed himſelf to me by eloquent looks; and 1 
gave him to underſtand, by the {ame language, that I 
was as well ſatisfied as he, A diſh of roall meat, 
compoſed of two fat quails, which flanked a ever 
| 6 0 
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of an admirable fumet, made us quit the olio; and fi- 
niſhed our repaſt. When we had eaten like two gat» 
mondizers, and drank in proportion, we got up from 
table, and walked into the garden, to enjoy a yolup- - 
tious fieſta, in ſome cool agreeable: place. 
If my ſecretary ſeemed hitherto ſatisfied with what 
he had ſeen, he was ſtill more ſo, When he beheld 
the garden, which he thought comparableeven to that 
of the Eſcurial. It is true, Don Cæſar, who came 
frequently to Lirias, took pleaſure in having it cultis 
vated and embelliſhed ; the walks well gravelled, and 
bordered with orange-trees, a great baſon of white 
marble, in the middle of which a brazen lion vomited 
out great guſhes of water, the beauty. of the flowers, 
the variety of the fruits, all theſe objects raviſhed Sei- 
pio; but he was in a particular manner enchanted 
with a long walk that led by a gentle deſcent all the 
way to a farmer's houſe, and was ſhaded by the inter- 
woven boughs of the trees planted on each ſide. Here 
we ſtopt to make the eulogium of a place ſo proper for 
an aſylum againſt the heat of the day; and fitting 
down at the root of a young elm, flcep caſily ſurpri- 
ſed two merry boys, who had juſt 3 ſuch a good 
dinner, | | 
Two hours after, we ſtarted up, awakened by the 
noiſe of ſeveral ſhot, which ſeemed ſonear, that wewere 


frightened, We got up in a hurry, and repaired to 


the farmer's houſe, where we found eight or ten pea + 
ſants, all inhabitants of the hamlet, who had ſcoured 
and fired their fuſils, to celebrate my arrival, of which 
they had got notice. The greateſt part of them knew 
me, haring ſeen me more than once, at the caſtle, in 
the exerciſe of my ſtewardſhip. They no ſooner per- 
ceived me, than they cried all together, © Long life 
to our new maſter, who is welcome to Linas.” 
Then they loaded their pieces, and regaled me with a 
general diſcharge. I received them as courteouſly as 
I could ; preſerving my gravity, however; thinkin 
it improper to be too familiar with them. I alfred 
; D 6 them 
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nem of my protection, left twenty piſtoles among 


them; and this, I believe, they did not look upon as 
he moſt diſagreeale part of my behaviour. I after 
wards left them at liberty to ſpend more powder; 
and retired with my ſecretary into the wood, where 
we trolled about till night, without being tited with 
Deholding the groves; ſo charming is the firſt view 
of a ne poſſeſſion. Fete 449 at 
The cook; his aſſiſtant, and ſcullion, were not idle 
in the mean time; they were buly in preparing a re- 
paſt; even ſuperior to that which we had eaten; and 
Wwe were actually aſtoniſhed, when returning into the 
ſame hall where we had dined, we ſaw them place 
upon the table a diſh cf roaſted partridges, with a 
cite of rabbit, on one ſide; and on the other, a ca- 
pon in ragout. The next courſe of dainties conſiſted 
of pigs cars, pickled chicks, and cream chocolate, 
We drank plentifully of Lucena, and ſeveral forts of 
excellent wine; and when we found we could drink 
no more without expoſing our healths, we thought of 
going to bed. 
Then my lacqueys taking lights, conducted me to 
the beſt apartment, where they were very officious in 
undreſſing me: but when they gave me my gown and 
night-cap, 1 diſmiſſed them, ſaying with a magiſtetial 
air, Leave me, gentlemen, I have no farther occaſion 
ſor you to-night.” 
I ſent them all away; and keeping Scipio for a lit. 
tle converſation, aſked what he thought of the treat- 
ment I received by order of the noblemen of Leyva! 
«Tn faith (anſwered he) I think you can't be treated 
better; T only wiſh that this may laſt.“ * Tenter- 
tain no ſuch wiſh (I replied): it ill becomes me to 
let my benefaRors be at ſuch an expence on my ac 
count: this were to abuſe their generoſity : befides, 
I can't put up with ſervants who are paid by another; 
I ſhould not believe myſelf in my on houſe, Neb 
ther am I:come hither to live in a buſtle; we have 
no octzhon' for ſuch a great number of "domeſtics; 


e 
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we want no more than Bertrand, a cook; a ſcullion; 
and lacquey. Although my ſecretary would not have 
been ſorty to live always at the expenee of the go: 
vernor of Valencia, he did not oppoſe my delicae 
in this affair; but conforming hitaſelf to my fentts 
ments, approved of the reform I intended to make. 
This being determined, he left me, aud retired: into 
his Own apartment. W h 10% 2 


CHAP: Iv. 


He departs for Valencia, to viſit the noblemen of Low 
His conver ſation with them, and the king reception he 


met with from Seraphanay 02 8 


Undreſſed, and went to bed; where feeling no in- 
clinationto ſleep, I abandoned myſelf to reflection. 

| repreſented to myſelf the friendſhip with which the 
noblemen of Leyva repaid my attachment to them; 
and, penetrated with thoſe new marks of their affecs 
tion, refolved to go, the very next day, and ſatisfy 
the longing impatience I had of feeing and thanking 
them for their favours. I likewiſe enjoyed, by anti- 
cipation, the pleature of ſeeing Seraphina again; but 
that pleaſure as not pure: I could not, without un- 
eaſineſs, conſider, that I muſt, at the ſame time, ſup- 
port the looks of Dame Lorenca hora, who, 
perhaps, remembering the adventure of the box on 
the car, would not be overjoyed at ſight of me. Fas 
tigued with all theſe different ideas, I at length fell 
aſleep, and did not wake till after ſun-riſe. J 
I was ſoon a-foot; and, wholly engroſſed by my 
intended journey, drefled myſelf in a hurry. Juſt as 
I had done adjuſting myſelf, my ſecretary coming 
into my chamber, * Scipio (ſaid I) you ſee me ready 
to ſet out for Valencia; | cannot make too much hafte 
in going to ſalute the noblemen to whom I owe my 
ſmall fortune; every moment that I delay to acquit 
myſelf of this duty, ſeems to accuſe me of ingrati- 
tude, A for thee, my friend, I diſpenſe with thy 


attendance; 
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/ attendance; ſtay here in my abſence, and I will come 
back to thee in eight days.“ * Go, Sir, (he replied} 
pay your reſpects to Don Alphonſo and his father, 
who ſeem ſo ſenſible of your zeal, and grateful for 
the ſervices you have done them : perſons of quality, 
of that character, are ſo rare, that they cannot be too 
much eſteemed.” I ordered Bertrand to get read 


for our departure; and while he yoked the mules: 1 


drank my checolate; then I got into my chaiſe, after 
having laid injunctions upon my pcople to regard my 
ſecretary as my other ſelf, and to follow his orders as 
if they were my own, | | 
I arrived at Valencia in leſs than four hours; and 
going {trait to the governor's ſtables, there alighted, 
left my equipage, and was conducted to the apartment 
of that nobleman, who was then with his father Don 
Cæſar. I opened the door, and entering without ce- 
remony accoſted them in theſe words; It does not 
not become valets to ſend in their names to their 
maſters : here is one of your old ſervants come to pay 
his reſpects.“ So. ſaying, I would have kneeled be- 
fore them; but they hindered me from fo doing, and 
embraced me, one after another, with all the ex preſ- 


tillane, (ſaid Don Alphonſo) have you been at Lirias, 
to take poſſeſſion of your eſtate?” * Yes, Signior, 
{I replied) and I hope you will give me leave 10 re- 
ſtore it. For what reaſon? (ſaid he) Is there any 
= thing diſagreeable about it, that gives you diſguſt ?“ 
Not in itſelf: (I reſumed) on the contrary, I am 


ſee cooks of an archbiſhop, with three times more 
ſervants than I want ; which only ſerve to put you to 
an expence equally uſeleſs and conſiderable.” 
If (ſaid Don Cæſar) you had accepted the annuity 
of two thouſand ducats which we offered at Madrid, 
we ſhould have been contented with giving you the 


ſons of genuine affection. Well, my dear San- 
enchanted with it. All that diſpleaſes me in it, is, to 


| houſe furniſhed as it is; but you know, you retuled | 


8 | the penſion and we thought we could do no leſs than 
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make ſome other recompence.” This is to 
much (I replied): your generoſity ought to have been 
confined to the preſent of the eftate, which is enou 
to crown my wiſhes, But, excluſive of your colb in 
maintaining ſa many people at a great expence, I de- 
clare, that theſe people incommode and plague me. In 
a word, my lords, take back your eſtate, or allow me 
to enjoy it according to my own deſire.“ I pronounced 
theſe laſt words with ſuch a determined air, that the 
father and ſon, Who did not at all intend to lay me 
under any conſtraint, promiſed at length, that E ſhould 
hve as I pleaſed in my own houſe. 

I thanked them for having granted me that liberty, 
without which 1 could not be happy; when Don 
Alphonſo interrupting me, ſaying, + My dear Gil 
Blas, I will introduce you to a lady, 'who will be 
overjoyed to ſce you.” With theſe words, he took 
me D the hand, and led me into the apartment of 
Seraphina, who ſcreamed with joy when ſhe ſaw me. 
% Madam, ſaid the governor; I believe the arrival of 
our friend Santillane at Valencia 1s as agreeable to you 
as to me. That is what he ought to be convinced 
of, anſwered ſhe; time has not made me loſe the re- 
membrance of the ſervice he did me; and to the gra» 
titude I myſelf owe him, I add that which I ought 
to have on your account.“ I told the lady governeſs, 
that I was ace well requited for the danger I had 

ared with hex deliverers, in expoſing my life for her 
ſake. And, after many mutual compliments, Don 
Alphonſo brought me back from Seraphina's apart- 
ment.; and we rejoined Don Cæſar, whom we found 
in a hall with ſeveral perſogs of quality, who came 
there to dinner. | 

All thefe gentlemen ſaluted me with great polite- 
neſs, and were the more civil to me, becauſe Don 
Czliarhad toldthem that 1 was once one of the Duke of 
Lerma's principal ſecretaries. Perhaps, likewiſe, the 
greateſt, part ol them knew, it. was by my credit that 


Don Alphonſo had obtained the government of Va- 
lenciaz 
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' 4encia; for every thing is known. He that as it wilt 
when we were at table, che new : cardinal was the 
hole ſabject of the diſcourſe. Some gave, or affected 
to give him great commendations; While others ſea 
ſonell their praiſe with ſome ſevere ſneers. a 
187 ark henee I concluded, that they wanted I ſhould 
arge upon his eminerce, and make them merry it 
his expenee. I had ſome inchnation to diſcloſe my 
ſentimenis of him ; but I reftramed/ my tongue: and 
this ſulenee made me paſs, in the opinion of ve com. 
pany, for a man of great diſetetion. ee 
After dinner, the gueſts retired to take their ſieſta- 
at their own homes: Don C ſar and his ſon; ſeized 
with the ſame deſite, fhut them ſelves up in their 
apartments; and I, impatient to ſee a city, ne beau- 
ty 6f Which / I heatd ſo much extolled, went out of the 
1 palace, with a deſign to ſtrole through the 
retts. At the gate, I met a man, Who accoſted 
me iu theſe words: * Signior de Santillane, give me 
leave to ſalute you.“ When 1 aſked who he way, 
„% Lem now, faid he, Don Cæ ſar's valet de chambre; 
ut was one of his lacqueys, while you was his ſtew- 
ard: I made my court to you every morning, beeauſe 
you was very kind to me; and I informed you of eve- 
xy thing that happened in the houſe. Don't you 70 


member, that I one day gave you notice, that the ſur- 


geon of the village of Leyva was privately admitted 
into the chamber of Dame Lorenca Sephora 7˙ 1 
have not forgot it, I replied: but a propos, What is 
become of that dnenna ? Alas! ſaid he, after your 
departure, the poor creature pined away, and died, 
more regretted by Seraphina than by Don Alphonſo, 
who ſeemed very little afflicted at her death.“ 

Don Cæſar's valet de chambre, having thus inform- 
ed me of Sephorta's melancholy end, made an -ap6- 
Jogy for having ſtopt me; and I continued my walk, 
ſighing at the remembrance of that unfortunate du- 
enn, and lamenting her fate, which J imputed to 
pa 2 e myſelſ; 


* 4 


- 


— Ty 4 I et © 22 


Ar 8 0 


=. BR. 


t is 


8 


ASF N TASSER, 


1 


Gabriel Triaquero. 
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myſelf; without conſidering,” that it was more owing 
to her own cancer than to my cruelt yx. 

I obſerved, with pleaſure, all that Wes worth ſee- 
ing in this city; the marble palace of the archbiſhop 
agreeably entertained my view, as well as the fine 
portico's of the exchange; but a large houſe, which 
I diſcerned-at a diſtance, and which I ſaw © great Hum 
ber of people enter, attrafted my attention. © F ap- 
proached it, in order to know the reaſon of ſuch a 
great concourſe of men and women; and was ſoon 
ſatisfied, when I read theſe words, written in golden 
letters, on'a ſtone of black marble placed over the 
gate, * La poſada des los repreſanter. And the players 
advertiſed in their bill, that they would that day, for 
the firſt time, act a new tragedy, compoſed by Don 
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il Blas goes to the, play, where ke ſees à new tragedy 


acted. The ſucceſs of that performance, with the\public 
ee ee Ae e 


STOP F ſome minutes at the door, to view the 

people who went in; and obſerved, that they 
conſiſted of all ranks. I ſaw cavaliers of à geniteel 
mien, and richly dreſſed, and ſome figures us ordinary 
2s the clothes they woe. I perceived ladies of quit 
lity alight from their coaches, and go to the boxes, 
which they had ordered to be beſpoke ; and female 
adventurers go in with a view of alluring cullies. 
This "concourſe of all ſorts of ſpectators made me 
deſirous of increaſing the number. Jult'as I Was go 
ing to take a ticket, the governor and his lady arriv- 
ins; difcerned me in the croud and ordering me to be 
called, carried me into their box, where I placed myſelf 
behind them. fo as to be able to ſpeak to both of them 
with eaſe, 1 found the houſe full of people rom top 


* The play houſG.. 
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to battom,. tbe, pit very much thronged, and the:ſlage 
loaded with knights of the three militaty orders. 
Here is (ſaid I to Don Alphonlo) a very numerous 
taſſembly.“ „“ You mult not be ſurprized at that: 
{anſwered he) the tragedy to be repreſented, is the 
compoſition of Don Gabriel Triaquero, ſrnamed the 
„ Modiſh Poet,” As ſoon 38 the play-bills adver- 
.tiſed a new thing, Writtten by that author, the whoſe 
city of Valencia Was in a flutter: the men, 286 well 
as. the women, talk of nothing but this piece; all the 
boxes are beſpoke: and it being the firſt. day of ita 
nepreſentation, people are ſqueezed to death, endes- 
vouring to enter; although every place is double 27 
ed, except the pit, which they dare not difoblge?” 
% Such madneſs! (ſaid I to the governor), that eager 
curiolity of the public, that furious impatience to lee 
every new production of Gabriel, gives me an high 
idea of the poet's genius“ 25 

In this part of our converſation, the actors appear- 
ed; and we left off ſpeaking immediately, in order 
to liſten with attention. The applauſes began with 
the prologue ; every verſe was attended with-a * 5row- 
haha { and at the end of each act, there was ſucha 
clapping of hands, that one would bave thought the 
houle was falling. After the performance, they 
ſnhewed me; the author, who went from box to box, 
modeitly preſenting his head for the laurels with 
2 the gentlemen and ladies prepared to crown 
Dim. b 


* 


Me returned to the governor's palace, where three 


or four knights arrived in a hiitle time: thither alſo 
came two old authors elteemed in their way, withia 
gentleman from Madrid, of underſtanding and taſte. 
As they had all been at the play, the whole converit 
tion at ſupper turned upon the new, piece. Gentle- 
men (ſaid a knight of St. Jago) what is your opinion 


of chis tragedy ? Is it not what, vou call a fipiſhel 


* Brouhabs Ia note of applauſe, 
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work ? Sublime thoughts, er dag man 
debe ge, * « na word, u is — 
oem adapted to people of taſte e.“ „ I belieye no- 
body can be of a contrary o inign (ſaid the knig 
of 9 the N00 ** 1 45 ſtrokes that Ap 1 
ſeems. iy have di ſitugtiops cancei ve 
with 3 In fit 1 5 4 to hy gentle an (ad 
be, add reſſin 147 the Caſtiljan he. gems to 
2 EA g 1941 PU wager he äs of my ſenument. 
% Don't wager, chev alier e the gentieman, 
with a {ar 1 5 mile) We do not decide — baſtily at at 
Madrid: fax. om judging. a piece at its firſt repte- 
ſentation, we diſtruſt its beauties while they are in the 
mouths. of the actors: and how well locver we ma 
be affected to the author, ſuſpend our judgment until 
we have read it: and, truly, it does not always give 
us the ſame pleaſure upon paper, that we received 
from it pn/the Rage., We ſerypulouſiy examine. a 
poem af we eſteem it, without being dazzled by 
the author's reputation, how great ſoever it may be. 
When Lope de Vega himſelf, and Caiderona *, pro- 
duced new, pieces, they ſound in their admirers {& 
vere judges, who would not raiſe, them to the higheſt 
pots of glory, until they judged ther worthy of 
that elevation.” 

% Zooks ! (cried the knight of St. Jag o) we are 
not ſo fearful as you: WE don't Wait —Y à piece ig 
printed, but in the firſt x preſentation fix its value: 
there is not even — r gur liſtening to it with 
great attention; if we know, it to be a pr oduction of 
Don Gabriel, that is enough to convince us, that it is 
wiihout blemiſh. The works of that poet.ought to 
ſerve as an epocha for the birth of. taſte ; your, Lope's 
and Calderona's were but apprenlices in compariion 
of this great maſter of the ſtage.” The gentleman 


* Don Pedro Calderona de la Barea, knight of the 


order of St. Jagg, .apd fee of 1 Aae Nee for 
the excellent 5 comedic s he has Wien- 


4 " who 
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who looked upon Lope and Calderona as the Spanih I - 
Sophocles and Euripides, was ſhocked at this raſh af. I - 
ſertion. Such dramatic ſacrilege! {cried he). Since 
* oblige me, gentlemen, to judge, like you, from a 
rſt repreſentation, I muſt tell you, that I am not at 
all ſatisfied with this, new tragedy of your Don * 
briel; it is ſtuffed with ſtrokes more ſhining than 
lid; three parts in four of the verſe are bad, or mf. 
rhimed ; the characters ill-canceived, and ill-ſupport- 
ed; and the ſentiments oſten very obſcure,” _- 
The two authors who were at table, and who, 
through a reſerve as commendable as rare, had faid 
nothing, for fear of being ſuſpected of jealouſy, could 
not help applauding the gentleman's ſentiments with 
their eyes; which made me gueſs, that their ſilence 
Was not ſo much owing to the perfection of their 
work, as to other prudential, reaſons. As for the 
Knights, they began again to praiſe Don Gabriel, 
hom they even laked among the gods, This ex 
travagant apotheoſis, and blind idolatry, made the 
Caitthan lofe all patience : he lifted up his hands to 
heaven, and all ofa ſudden exclaimed, in a fit of en- 
thuſiaſm, O divine Lope de Vega! rare and ſublime 
genius, who' haſt left an immenſe ſpace between thee 
and all the Gabricls who attempt to reach thy excl. 
lence ; and you pithy Calderona ! whoſe elegant foft- 
neſs, purged of epic ſtiffneſs, is inimitable; do not 
fear that your altars will be demoliſhed by rhis new 
Pupil of the muſes, who will be very lucky, if poſte 
rity, which you will delight, as you delight the pre 
ſent age, ſhall hear his name mentioned.“ 
This pleaſant apoſtrophe, which no body expec- 
ted, raiſed the laugh of the whole company, which | 
got up from table, and parted. I was conducted, by 


Don Alphonſ-ys order, into an apartment prepated for * 
me: there I found a good bed, in which my wor- . 
ſhip went to ſleep, deploring, (like the Caſtilian gen. © 
tleman) the injuſtice which ignorant people "did'to "#7 
Lope and Calderona, ect TINY 
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Gil Blas walking through the ſtreets of Valencia meets a 
friar whom he thinks he knows, An account of that 
. an * IH 

$ 1 had not ſeen the whole city in my firſt ex- 
curſion, I went out next day, with an intention 

to take another walk; and perceived in the ſtreet a 

Carthuſian friar, who, doubtleſs, was going to per- 

form the affairs of his community. He walked with, 

downcaſt eyes, and ſo devout an air, that he aitrac- 
ted the notice of every body. As he paſſed cloſe by 

me, I looked at him with attention, and thought 1 
ſaw in him the very perſon of Dod Raphael, that ad- 

venturer, who maintains ſuch-an honourable place in 

the firſt part of my memoits. y | 
I was ſo much aſtoniſhed, ſo truck with this meet- 

ing, that, inſtead of accoſting the monk, I ſtood im- 

moveable {ome minutes; during which, he was gone 

a good way from me. “ Juſt heaven! (ſaid I) were 
ever two faces mere alike ! What muſt I think of this 
affair? Can it be Raphael indeed? or can I doubt. 
that it is he? I was too curious to know the truth, 

to remain long where I was. I aſked the way to the 
monaſtery of the Carthukans, whather I inſtantly re- 

paired, in hopes of ſeeing my man again, when he 
ſhould return; and firmly reſolved to ſtop, and {peak 
with him. I had no occahon to wait for this; when 

I came to the gate of the convent, another face of 

my acquaintance turned my doubts into certainty 2, 
I recolle&ed in the porter, my old valet Ambroſe de. 

Lamela, | | 

We were equally ſurpriſed to find one another in 
that place. Don't I dream? (ſaid I; ſaluting hm} 

is it actually one of my friends wham I bebold 2??? 

He could not recal me at firſt, or feigned himſelf ig- 

norant of my. features; but, conſidering that this feint 

vas uſeleſs, he affected the air of a perſon who ge- 
99771 | members, 
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members a thing 1 of a ſudden: Ah! Signiot 
Gil Blas! {cried he) orgive my Want of memory, 
Since I have lived in this holy. place, and applied 
m elf. to fulfil the duties preſcribed by our rules, 1 
loſe inſenſibly the remembrance of what I have ſeen 
in the world.” | ; SE | 
% ani finderely” rvited' (fund I) 0 fee you; affer 
afl Ahfence of ten years,” in fuch a reverent#drelsy 
% And (he replied) am̃ aſframed to appear in it; be- 
för a perſon Wh has been witneſs of che güiky Ie 
PF ied. This dreſs inceffantly opbraids me. Ales! (ads 
det he, ſighing profdimaly) to be Worthy of wearing 
is I ought” to have lived always in innocence!” «gy; 
this' diſcourſe, with Which Lam charmed (L reſumed) 
my dear brother, one may fee that you have bern 
tonched bythe finger of the Lord, I repeat the afs 
ſurauce of my joy at the occaſion; and long earneſfly 
to heat in what miraculous manner you and Don Ns. 
pliael liave entered into the right way; for Iam pe 
ſüaded that it was he whom I juſt now met in the 
Carthuſian habit. I am ſorry that I did not ſtop him 
in the ſtreet, and ſpeak to him; and I wait here for 
his return, in order to repair my neglect. * £15400 
„% You are not miſtaken ; (ſaid Lamela to me) it 
was Don Raphael himſelf whom you ſaw : and ag to 
the detail you defire, here it is. After we parte 
from you, near Segorba, the fon of Lucinda and I 
took the road to Valencia, with a deſign of playing 
ſome new trick of our profeſſion in that city. Ott 
day, by accident, we went into the church of the Cars 


thifians, while the monks were ſinging pfalms inthe 


quire. We confidered them attentively, and experi- 
enced, that even the wicked cannot help honouring 
vittue, We admired the fervour with Which they 
prayed to God, their mortified air, their minds de- 
tached from the pleaſures of che age, as well as the 
ſerenity that reigned in their countenances; and ſo 
well expteſfed the repoſe of their conſeiences. 
While we made cheſe obfervations; We fell inte 


reverie; 
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reverie, tat betaine very faluti y unto us. We cb. 
pared out morals With thofe” of the good monks, and” 
the difference whiel we found; filled us with forrow * 
and diſquiet; * Lameta; (ſd Don Raphael to me, 
when we came out of the chirch)how art tho affected 
with what we have ſeen ? for my part, I cat t SHE 
from thee, the anxiety of Ny mind.” I am agitated 
by emotions hithetto enknown to me; and for the 
felt time of my life, my couſcĩente upbraids me with 
my _ I am in the'ſelf:ſattie diſpoſition,” 
(anſwered I) the evil actiorm which'F have commited; 
at this* taſtant riſe up againſt me, and my heart,” 
which wisbefote hardedi62 «zine epe eswe 1 e 
torn with remorſe,” „ AH der” Rtmbroſe! (Fe. 
ſumed my comrade) we are two {trayed ſheep whom 
the heavenly father, through pity,” intends to bring 
back into the fold. It is he, my child, it is he who® 
calls us. Let us not be deaf th his voce. Het us re 
nomee cheating, quit the libertinifm in which We 
live, and begin from this very day to labour ſeriouſiy 
in the grest work of our ſalvation, We muſt ſpend 
the reit of our days in this convent; and confecrate” 
them to piety” and penitence.“ 

I applauded Raphael's ſentiment, (continued bro- 
ther Ambroſe) and we formed the generous reſolution” 
of becoming Carthuſians. To put this'in execution, 
we addreſſed ourſelves to the father prior, who no 
ſooner underſlood our deſignu, than, in order to prove 
our vocation, he accommodated us with cells, and we 
were treated like monks during x Whole year. We 
followed the rules with ſuch exactneſs and eonſtancy;”. 
that we were received among the novices. We were 
ſo well ſatisfird with our ſituation, and ſo full of ar- 
dour, that we courageouſſy uriderweiit the toils of 
the noviciate we then profeſſed: after Which, Don 
Raphael appearing endued with à genius — | 
was choſen alliftant'to an old father, who was at 
time ſollicitor. The ſon of Eucinda would have ra 
ther pet bis oel de in Pryers: bee be wa 


C 


7 obliged to ſacrifice his inclination to the good of the 


Don't you unhappily fill ſome dangerous employment 
uad i 8 um 
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convent.” He acquired ſuch. a perfect knowledge of. 
the intereſts of the houſe, that he was deemed capable 
ot filling the place of the old ſollicitor, who died three 
years after. Don Raphael actually exerciſes that em- 
ployment at preſent, and acquits himſelf in it to the 
great ſatisfaction of all our fathers, Who praiſe his 
conduct very much, in the adminiſtration of our tem- 
ppralities. What is very ſurprizing, is that in ſpite 
of collecting our revenues with which he is inveſted, 
he ſeems engroſſed by eternity alone. And when his 
buſineſs leaves him a moment to himſelf, he employs. 
it in the moſt profound meditation. In a word, he is, 
one of the holieſt monks in our monaſtery. _ 4 
In this place I interrupted Lamela, with a tranſport 
of joy, that I expreſſed at the fight of Raphael, who-: 
arrived. There (cried 1) there is the holy ſollicitor 
for whom 1 waited ſo, impatiently.“ At the ſame 
time I ran up and embraced him. He received my 


ſalutation with a good grace; and, without diſcover- 


ing the leaſt ſurprize at meeting, ſaid to me, with a. 
voice full of ſweetneſs, „God be praiſed, Signior 
de Santillane, God be praiſed for the pleaſure Lijhave; 
in ſeeing you.”” © Truly (I replied) my dear Ra- 
phael, I ſhare as much as poſſible in your happineſs. 
Brother Ambroſe has recounted to me the hiſtory. of 
your converſion, and I was charmed with the narra- 
tion. What advantage have you both, my friends, in 
being able to flatter yourſelves, that you are; of the 
{mall number ot the ele, who will one .day-enjoy: 
eter nal felicity !” ben sed bes 
Two wreiches ſuch as we are, (reſumed the ſon 
af Lucinda, with an air of great humility) aught not 
to conceive ſuch hopes; but the repentancę ot Huners 
makes them find favour with the father of  mercys: 
And you, nor Gil Blas, added he, don't you alſo: 


think of deſerving pardon for the crimes you have 


committed? What buſineſs brings you to Valencia s“ 


4 


— 
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in this place ?”* .4 No, thank God, (I replied) ſince I 
quitted the court, I have led the life of an honeſt 
man. Sometimes at an eſtate which I have ſome 
lcagues from hence, I enjoy the pleaſures of the coun- 
ty; and ſometimes I come to make merry with the 
governor of Valencia, who is my friend, and one 
w hom you both know perfectly well.“ 

Then I recounicd the hiſtory of Don Alphonſo de 
Leyva, to which they liſtened with attention; and 
when I told them, I had carried from that nobleman to 
Sermucl Simon the three thouſand ducats, which we 
had ſtole from him, Lamela interrupted me, and ad- 
dreſing himſelf to Raphael, „ Father Hilary (ſaid 
he) at that rate, the merchant has no caule to com- 
plain of a robbery, for which he has received reliitu- 
tion with uſury, and we ought to have quiet conſci- 
ences on that article.” „ Really, (ſaid the Sollict- 
tor) brother Ambroſe and I, before we entered this. 
convent, ſent privately fifteen hundred ducats to Sa- 
muel Simon, by a worthy clergyman, who took the 
trouble of going to Xclva, in order to make that re- 
\itution : ſo much the worle for Samuel, if he was 
capable of touching that ſum, after having been re- 
imburſed of the whole by Signior de Santillane.”” 
„But (faid 1 to them) ate you ſure that your fifteen. 
hundred ducats were faithfully remitted to him?“ 
Queſtionleſs {cried Don Raphael) I will anſwer for 
the clergymen's integaity, as much as for my own,” 
„And I will join in the ſecurity, (ſaid Lamela) he. 
is a holy prieſt, uſed to theſe ſorts of commiſſions, 
and has had, for things depoſited in his hands, two 
or three law-ſuits, which he gained with coſts.” 

Our converfation laſted ſome time longer; then we 
parted, they exhorting me to have always the fear of 
the Lord before my eyes, and I recommending my- 
lelf to their devout prayers. Going ſlraight to Don, 
Alphonſo, 4 You can't gueſs, (ſaid I to him) with. 
-whom I have had a long converſation, I have juſt. 
parted with two vencrable carthukape of your ac- 

***6 24 - E quaintance, 


F 

uaintance, one called father Hilary, and the other 
brother \Artibroſe.'” „ Vo are miſtaken, (anſwered 
Don Alptiodfo) I know not one carthulian,”, „ Par- 
don me, (I replied)” you ſaw at Xelva brother Am. 
broſe min, and father Hilary ſecretary to the 
iquiftion.'' „ Good heaven! (cried the governor 
with furprize) is it poſſible that Raphael and Lamela 
art become cathuGans'?” „ Yes indeed (ſaid I) they 
have been profcfied monks ſome years. The firſt in 
folficitor, and the other porter, of the convent,” 
Don Cæſar's fon muſed ſome minutes, then ſhak- 
ing his head, Mr. Commillary of the inquiſition, 
aud his ſecretary (ſaid he) are in my opinion, bent up- 
on playing fome new farce here.“ ** You are prejus 
diced againſt them, {anſwered 1.) For my own part- 
Having conyerſed with them, I judge more favourably 
of their intention. It is true, we cannot dive into the 
heart; but, in all appearance, they are two converted 
ſinners. “ „ That may be (reſumed Don Alphonſo) 
there have been many libertines, who, after having 
ſcandalized the world by their irregularities, ſhut 
themſelves up in cloiſters, to perform a rigorous 
nitence, and I wiſh our two monks may. be of that 
fort.” © Why ſhould. they not? (ſeid I] they have 
voluntarily embraced a monaltic life, and have ab 
ey Encra a long time like good friars.” Vu may 
fay What you pleaſe, (replied the governor), I don't like 


that the convent's caſh ſhould be in the hands of that 


ſame father Hilary, whoſe integrity I cannot help dib 
truſting. When I remember that fine detail he gave 


ub of his adventures, I tremble for the ca rthuſians. 1 


would willingly believe with you, that he bas taken 
the habit from a very pious motive, but the fight 
the caſh may awaken bis cupidity., &. relormed 
rd Bs we ER in a ce nt, 1 
The ſuſpicion of Don Alphonſo, was fully juſſiſſec 
in a few Mos. Father Sollicitor, and brother Foes 
difappeared with the caſh, This piece of news, which 


*3s immedingly ſpread all, over ths, city, fert 
Th 1 8 
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great mirth to the wits, who always rejoice at the mif- 
fortunes which happen to endowed monks. As for 
the governor and me, we pitied the carthuſhans, 
without, boaſting of our acquaintance with the two 
apoſtles. - | | N 88 


CHAP, vii. 


Cil Blas returns to his caſtle of Lirias." Hears an agree- 
able piece of news from Scipio. And makes a reform in 
his houſe-heefing. | 0 N 0 


1 Spent eight days at Valencia in high taſte, living 
among counts aud marquiſſes. Shews, balls, con- 
certs, entertainments, converſations with the ladies, 
and other amuſemenis, I enjoyed by the favour, ofthe 
governor and his lady to whom I paid my court fo ſuc- 


ceſsfully, that, when I ſet out for Lirias, they were 


forry to part with me, They even obliged me to pro- 
miſe, that I would divide my time between them and 
my ſolitude; and it was agreed, that I ſhould live at 


Valencia in the winter, and ſpend the ſummer at m 
own houſe, This convention being made, my bene» 


Scipio, who impatiently expecte 
overjoyed, at ſeeing me: and I redoubled his pleaſure 
by a faithful report of my journey. 4 Well, my 
friend (ſaid 1 to him afterwards) how didſt thou 
ſpend the day in my abſence ?_ didſt thou divert thy 


factors gave bo liberty to go and enjoy their favours. 


ſelf agreeably ?“ „ As well (anſwered he) as a [ers 


vant could, to whom nothing is ſo dear as the.preſence 


of his maſter. 1 have walked all over our ſmall tere 


ritories. gometimes ſeated on the brink,of that foun, 
tain which is in our wood, I took pleaſurg in con: 
templating the beauty of its waters, which are as pute 
as thoſe of the ſacred fountain, that makes 3 
reſt of Albuena echo with its noiſe. And ſometimes 


ſtreiched at the xoot of a tree, ** 


my return, Was 


the linnets and 
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end, I have fiſhed; and what gave me more fatisfacs 


tion than all other amuſements, I have read ſeveral 
books as uſeſul as entertaining,” WL. 
I interrupted my ſecretary with ſome preeipitati- 
on, to aſk where he found theſe books. “ 1 found 
them {ſaid he) in a handſome library which Mr. 
Joachim ſhewed me in this caſtle.” | „ Ha! in what 
part (ſaid I) can this pretended library be? Did V not 
viſit the Whole houſe on the firſt day of our artival P 
„So you imagined, (anſwered he) but you muſt 
know, we ſuryeyed three pavilions only, and forgot 
the fourth, where Don Cæſar, when he came to LI 
rias, uſually employed a part of his time in read. 
ing. There are in this library exceeding good books 
left for you, as an affured entertainment, When our 
gardens ſtript of their flowers, and our woods of 
their leaves, ſhall have nothing leſt to amuſe us, 
The noblemen of Leyva have not done things by 
halves, but provided food for the mind as well as for 
the body.” » f 
Truly rejoiced at this piece of news, 1 followed 
him into the fourth pavilion, which prefented 3 
very agreeable ſcene to my view. I beheld a cham- 
ber, which from that hour I deſtined to be my apart- 
ment, as it had been Don C#ſar's. The bed's that 
nobleman was ſtill there, together with all the reſt 
of the furniture; that is, a tapeſtry with figures, fe- 
preſenting the rape of the Sabine women. From this 
room I: went into a cloſet, ſurronnded with low 
preſſes filled with books, over Which re the 
portraits of all our kings. There was alto hard , 
a window, from whence we had a. view-of & mot 
delightful country, and an ebony bureau ſtanding 
before a large ſopha covered with black margquin. 
But I beſtowed my chief attention upon the library, 
which was compofed of philoſophy, poetry, hiſtory, 
and a great number of romances on the ſubje&ot 
knight-errantry. I concluded, that Don Cæſar lowed 


this Jak kind of writing, Goce bad made ſuch; fe,, 


ee hc 
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ful proviſion of it. I muſt confeſs, to my ſhame, 
that I was no leſs pleaſed with theſe productions, not- 
withſtanding all the extravagancies with which they 
are interwoven; Whether it was owing to my being 
at that time no very conſiderate reader, or that Spa- 
niards in, general are too much captivated by the 
marvellous. I. will fay neverthalels that 1 took 
more., pleaſure in ſprightly books of morality, and 
that Lucian, Horace and Eraſmus became my favou- 

rite authors. e eee e | 
Friend, (ſaid I to Scipio, when I bad ſurveyed 
my library) here is amuſement indeed but our buſi- 
neſs is to retrench- our houſe- keeping.“ „ I will 
ſpare you that taſk (anſwered he). During your ab- 
ſence, I have ſtudied your people, and now ma 

boaſt of knowing them perfectly well. Let us begin 
with Mr. Joachim, who (I: believe) is a complete 


rogue, and I don't doubt that he was turned out of * 


the archbiſhop's ſervice, for having committed arith- 
metical blunders in his accounts. Nevertheleſs, we 
muſt keep him for two reaſons; farſt, becauſe he is a 
good cook; ſecond, becauſe I ſhall always have an eye 
over him: 1 will be a ſpy upon his . and h 

muſt be as cunning as the devil, if he is able to de- 
ceive me. I have already told him, that you intend 
to diſmiſs three fourths of your ſervants :'a piece 
of news that gave him ſome pain; and he aſſured me, 
that feeling an inclination to ſerve you, he would 
rather than leave the houſe, be contented with the 
half of his preſent wages; a circumſtance which makes 
me ſuſpect chat there is ſome girl in the village from 
whom be would not willingly. remove. As: for the 
cook's: aſſiſtant, (added he). fs is a drunkard, and 
the porter au inſolent fellow, for whom we have not 
the leaſt occaſion, no more than for the fowler ; I can 
eaſily fill up the place of this-laſt, ' as 1 will ſhew you 
to-morrow, ſince we have plenty of fuſils, powder 
and ſnot. With regard to the lacqueys, there is one 

of thera from. Arragen, rer pan: - 3 
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' we will keep; the reſt are ſuch rogues, that I would 
not adviſe you to. detain them, even if -you'wanted 
8 valets. | ? 

Having maturely deliberated on this affair, we te- 
ſolved to keep the cook, ſcullion, Arragomian' fobt- 
man, and rid ourſelves; honourably 'ofthe reſt; This 
was excuted that very day, by meaus of ſome piſtoles, 


|: which'Scipio took from our ſtrong box, and divids 


ed among them, by my order, When we had made 


this reformation, we eſtabliſhed à certsin order in 


the houſe ;- regulated the office of ᷑ach domeſtic, ahd 
began to live at our own expence. I would have Been 
- contented, with a frugal ordinary; but my ſecretary, 
who loved ragouts and dainties, was not the man to 
leave Mr. Joachim's {kill unemployed. Ile kept 
him ſo well'at work, that our dinners'-and' fuppers 
might have ſerved a company of Bernardine mônks. 
CHAP. VIII. 
The amours of Gil Blas and the fair Antonia. 
WO days after my return from Valentij'to'Li- 
© rias, Bafil the labouter, my farmer, came in the 
morning tb'aſk leave to preſent Antonia his daughter; 
who, he ſaid, wanted to have the honour of Taluting 
her new maſter. I told him, that it would” give me 
reat pleaſure ; upon which, he went out, and rettirtied 
— with the fair Antonia. I think I may give 
that epithet to a maid of ſixteen or eighfeen 1 5 
who, with the moſt regular features, poſſoſſed 


* ww 


faireſt complexion, and fineſt eyes in the World. 


Though ſhe was clad in a ſtuff gown, her rich air, 
majeſtic port and grares, that do not alWays actom- 


pany youth, dignified the fimplicity of Her dreſs. She 


wore no cap on her head, her hair beſug tied 728 f 
hind with a knot of flowers, in the mafiffer of't 


knights:of Charlemmin's court wich the chern 


f die La. 
cedtemonian women, When ſhe entered my chat. 
ber, I Was as much ſtruck with her beauty, as 25 


” : 


arten ; 
CILBLAS. Mev 10 
4 Angelica, Iaſtead e of, receiving 1 with — 
and, ſay abe! kind , th ing is her z 12 ſtead f, 2 
tulating Ihe 405 er on 5 $ Having ſs, py 9 2 lock 
} a charming dap ter od confpunded, aſton 
16 and mute. 1 5 perceived. my diſorder, ſpoke 
45 in my room, and was at the expence of thoſe praiſes 
1. Which I pwet to, that lovely creature. As for her 


bart, not st all dazzled, by, my figure, in my motn- 
u ng g9wn and cap, ſhe laluted me without any con- 
d cern, and made me a com liment, which, though 
0 com mon, enchanted my affettion. In the mean ume, 
55 while my ſegretary, Baſil and his daughter were ems 


* ployed in mutual cvilities, I recollected myſelf; and 
pt to meke, amends for the Gupid. hlence I had hitherw 
Ar kept, paſſed, ram one. extremity to another, launched 
81 out into 62 7 diſcourſe, and ſpoke with ſo much vi- 

N vacity, that J alarmed Baſil, who looking upon me 
it already as a man, who would put every thing in prac- 
„ | tice to ſeduce. Antonia, went out. of my apartment 

vich her in, à hurry, reſolved E to withdraw 


* her from. my eyes for ever., 

on Scipio ſeeing himſelf alone with 1 me, id wich A 
he ſmile, Heze eis another, reſource againſt the tedious 
T hours, 1 did not know that your farmer hag ſuch a 
15 handſome daughter, having. never, before. ſeen. hers 


Ne though I aye beep. twicg at her, father's houſe ;; be 
ed muſt be at great pains to conceal her; and I. command 
Ve BI his care. Eg ad, ſhe's 'S.A e morſel, But, added 
*4 he, 0 1 ed not ay ſo to you, who were daz- 
*% 1010 y/ er at firſt 6 iht.“ n don” t deny it, anſwered 
. my child, I thought 1 1 faw a celeſtial ſubllance. 
% She. inflamed me all of. a luden, and pierced ny: 
po earl With 4 art 15 55 as 5 92 | 

* 1, am, raviſhe 5155 ied. my lecretarys to learns; 
Hat, Wes ate at laſt, e anted a miſigeſs 0 
mak Ke 0 10 yqur ſoluude. 
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chat to me; I undertake in three days ta procure for | 


you a private interview with Antonia.“ „ Mr. Sci. 
pio, ſaid I, perhaps you might not be able to keep 
your promiſe; but that is not what I am curious to 
try. I have no intention to tempt the virtue of that 
girl, who ſeems to deſerve that I ſhould entertain 
other ſentiments of her. Wherefore, far from exact. 
ing of your zeal, that you ſhould athſt me in diſh. 
nouring her, IL am reſolved by your mediation, to 
eſpouſe her, provided her heart is not engaged to an- 
other.“ I did not expect, ſaid he, to ſee you take 
ſuch a ſudden reſolution to marry. Many county 
gentlemen in your place would not deal ſo honour- 
_ ably; they would never gntertain legitimate views 

with regard to Antonia, until they had tried others to 
no purpoſe But, however, added he, don't imagine 
that I condemn your love, and ſeek to diſſuade/you 
from your deſign. roo farmer's daughter deſerves 
the honour you intend for her, if ſhe can beltgw up- 
on you a heart unengaged, and ſenſible of your gene- 
roſity. - This I muſt inform myſelf of to-day, in a 
> 28 with the father, and perhaps with her- 

My confident, who was a punctual man in perform- 
ing his promiſes, went privately to viſit Baſil, and in 
the evening came to me in my cloſet, where I waited 
with impatience, mingled with fear. Drawing a good 


omen from his chearful look, If I may believe, 


faid I, that ſmile on thy face, thou comeſt to ſignify, 
that I ſhall ſoon enjoy my wiſh.” * Yes, my dear 
maſier,. he replied, every thing is propitious to gr 


I have had a converſation with Baſil and his dau X 
to whom I declared your intention. The father is 
overjoyed to hear your deſign to be his ſon · in- law: 
and I can aſſure you, that you are very much to An- 
tonia's taſte.. O heaven! (cried I, in a tranſport 
joy) what! am I fo happy as to be agreeable to that 


pvely creature ?” © Doubtleſs, he reſumed. She 
| dy bores you. I have not indeed drawn "that 


conteſſian from her mouth; but I am convinced of 


AAA FBS 


Ar 1 


her peſiion by the gaicty ſhe diſcovered when ſhe un- 
derſtood your delign, Nevertheleſs, added he, you 
have a rival.” © A rival!” cried I, changing co- 
lour, “ You need not be much alarmed, ſaid he, that 
rival will not rob you of the heart of you miſtreſs, he 
is no other than Mr. Joachim your cook.” „Ah 
thechang- dog! (ſaid J, burſting into a fit of laughing) 
this was his reafon for ſhe wing ſuch reluctance to quit 
my ſervice.“ The very lame, anſwered Scipio. 
He ſome days ago demanded Antonia in marriage, 
and met with a pulite refuſal.” © With deference to 
thy better advice, I reſumed, methinks it will be 


proper to rid ourſelves of the rogue, before he can 


get notice that I intend to marry Babil's daughter; a 
cook, thou knoweſt, is a dangerous rival.” *© You 
ae in the right, replied my confident, we muſt clear 
the houſe of him, I will give him his leave to- mor- 
16w morning before he begins to work; and then you 
ſhall have nothing to fear either from his ſauces or his 
love. I am ſorry, however, to lofe ſuch an excellent 
cook, but I ſacrifice my palate, to your ſaſety.“ 
© Thou needeſt not regret him ſo much, ſaid I, the 


- loſs is not irreparable; I will ſend to Valencia for a 


cook as good as he.” And indeed I wrote imme gi, 
ately to Don Alphonſo, that I had occaſion for a 
cook, and the very next day he ſent one who conſoled 
Scipio at once. | 
Although the zealous ſccretary had told me, that 


he perceived Antonia was pleaſed in her heart, with 
the conqueſt Which ſhe had made of her maſter, I 
durſt not depend upon his report, being apprehenſive 
that he might-bave bten deceived by falſe 8 
To be mare ſure of the matter, I reſolved 


to ſpeak 
in. perſon to the fair Antonia; and repairing to Baſil's 
houle confirmed what my ambaſſador. bad told him, 


That haneſt-peafint, a man of frankneſs and fumplici- 
ty, having heard my deſign, aſſured me, that he would 


Ky faQion f 
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deltow bu daughter . with the uupoſt,ſatis- 
: 2 Den. b . 
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faktion ; but, added he, don't think that it is on dee 2 
count of your being lord of the manor, Were vou 1 
eilf no more than the ſteward of Don Cæſat and Don 5 
A\phonſo, I would prefer you to all the other ſuitors tþ 
who preſent themſelves. I have always had a great 1 
for you ; and what gives me. the moſt concern, is, that 8. 
Antonie cannot bring you a large fortune.“ * 1105 
nothing with her. faid I, her perſon is all the wealth 4 
0 Which I afpire,” „ Your moſt humble Tervant 1 
* eried he, that is not my intention: I am not ſuch a 
beggar, as to marry my daughter in that manner, 1 
Bail de Buenotrigo is in a condition, thank God, t 
. a dowry; and for every dinner you, beſtow b 
upon her, ſhe ſhall afford a ſupper to you, In a word, 0 
che rent of your eſtate, which is but five hundred. 1 
Acats, hall amount to a thouſand, by virtue of this 2 
Z Scat e fi 
„ Von ſhall do in that as you pleaſe, my dear Ba- 1 
fi (T replied) ; we ſhall, have no diſputes about in- 
tereſt ; zud now that we are agreed, the ſole buſineſs l 
is to obtain the confent of your daughter.” „ You 5 
have mine (ſaid he) and that is enough.” * Not al- q 
together (anſwered I) if yours is neceſſary, her's is ſo F 
too. © Her's depends upon me (faid he); I would. 
fain fee her refuſe.” * Antonia (1 reſumed) ſub- : 
miſſive to paternal authority, is ready without, doubt, ] 
fo obey you implicitly; but 1 don't know if ſhe can p 
do it upon this occaſion, without reluQance ; and if | 
ſhe can't, I ſhould never be conſoled for having wade. 
her unhappy ; in ſhort, it is not enough ſor me 30 | 
obtain her hand of 13 unleſs ber heart goes a he ; 
a 


bargain.” „ By'r lady! (faid Baſil) I don't under- 
ſand all this philoſophy : ſpeak, yourſelf, to e 
and you ſhall ſee, if I am not miſtaken, that, the de- 
fires no better than to be your wife,“ So ſaying; he 
salled his daughter, and left me alone with 4 + 
minute or two. : | | pt” plas + | 
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determine my fate, Although I have your Father's 
confent, don't think that 1 intend to'avail myſelf bf 
it, in doing violence to your inclination. Charming 
as it is, I tenounee the poſſeſſtion of you, if Fou Yay 
that I muſt owe it to your obedience only.“ “ That 
is what I will not fay (anſwered ſhe) : your addreſſes 
are too agreeable, to give me pain; and, inſtead of 
murmuring, I approve of my father's choice. 1 
don't ko] (continued ſhe) Whether 1 do well or 
ill in talking thus; but if you was diſagreeable to 
me, I ſhould be frank enough to own'it ; Why then, 
may I not ſay the conttary with the fame freedom?“ 
At theſe words, which I could not hear withqut 
being charmed, I kneeled before Antonia, aud, in 
the exceſs of my joy, ſeizing one of her fair hands, 
kiſſed it with the utmoſt tenderneſs and "pallions 
© My dear Antonia (faid I) Tam enchanted with your 
frankneſs; continue the fame uncontraived belias 
viour ; and as you ſpeak to your hüſband, diſeloſe 
your whole#oul to his view. May I then flatter my 
ſelf, that-you will be pleaſed to ſee your fortune ein- 
ed to mie d' * Bafit coming in at that want, Hin- 
dered me from proceeding ; impatient to know his 
daughter's anſwer, and ready to *gramble, "had fire 
ſhe wn the leaſt averſion for me. Well (ſaid He) are 


- you fatisfied with Antonia ?“ J am ſo well (atif- 


fied with her (anſwered Y) that 1 will, this very h- 
ment, go and make preparations for my marriage.” 
So ſaying, I took my leave of the father and"daughs 
ter, to go and confult with my feeretary on that fwb- 


je. 
WA C'H'A P. TX. : "9 
The manner in which the nuptials of Gil Blas, and the ſain 
Antonia were telebruted; and tlie rejoicings with which 
. they were attended, , | 0 
A Ethough 1 was under ne neceſſity of Bo 
41 the permiſftön of the noblemen of Leyva, Sci 
$iv and I Conelüded, e Wee Bot, in bonöürt 
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omit imparting to them, my defign of marrying Bar 
| 5 CR Tg of aſking —— vs out of good 
manners. 101 
I ſet out immediately for Valencia, where they 

were as much ſurprized to ſee me, as to hear the cau 
of my journey. Don Cæfar and his ſon having een 
Antonia more than once, congratulated me on my 
choice. Don Cæſar, eſpecially, complimented: me 
upon it, with ſuch vivacity, that if I had not believed 
him to be a man quite weaned from certain amuſe, 
ments, I ſhould have ſuſpected that he had gone 
ſometimes, to. Lirias, to ſee his farmer's daughter, 
rather than to viſit his own houſe. Seraphina, after 
having aſſured me, that ſhe would always bear a large 
part in what ſhould concern me, ſaid, ſhe had heard 
a very good character of Antonia; but (added ſhe, 
with a ſatirical look, as if ſhe reproached me for 
the indifference with which I repaid Sephora's pak 
fron) if I had not heard her beauty extolled, I ſhould 
oo upon your taſte, the delicacy of which 1 
aw L f 14 


Don Cæſar and his ſon not only approved of my 
marriage, but declared, that they would defray the 
whole expence of it. Go back to Lirias (ſaid they) 
and make yourſelf eaſy, until you hear from us! 
Make no. preparztions for your nuptials, but leave 
that to our care.” In compliance with their defire 
I returned to my houſe, and making Baſil and his 
daughter acquainted with the intention of our patrons 
we waited their orders, as patiently as we could, 
During eight days, however, we received none: bat 
to make amends, on the ninth, a coach and ſour ar- 
rived, full of mantua-makers, and rich ſtuffs for the 
bride's cloaths, and eſcorted by ſeveral men in livery; 
mounted on mules. One of them brought's letter 
for me, from Don Alphonſo, importing, that he 
would be at Lirias next day, with his — and 
ſpouſe, and that the ceremony of my marriage ſhquld 
be celebrated on the day following, by the grand 8 
born, | * e 


-þ 
— 5 


4 


- — mo oy 2 »v oo LOY 


Tr rr 23A 


-APSO 2ITIC IAS 


832828 


KAZ 7A 


lo IT enn 109 
car of Valencia; Accordingly, Don Cæſar, his ſon, 
and Seraphina, did not fail to come with that cler- 
gyman, all four together, in a coach and fix, pre- 
ceded by another drawn by four, in which were Se- 
raphina's women; and attended by the governor's 
dards. * 
My lady governeſs was ſcarce arrived, when ſhe 
expreſſed the utmoſt impatience to ſee Antonia, who, 
on her part, no ſooner underſtood that Seraphina was 
alighted, than ſhe ran to ſalate her, and kiffed her 
hand with ſuch s good grace, that all the company 
admired her politeneſs. © Well, madam (ſaid Don 
Czlar to his daughter-in-law) what do you think of 
Antonia? could Santillane have made a better choice ?”” 
&© No, indeed (replied Seraphina) they are worthy of 
each other, and I don't doubt that their union will be 
riettly happy.“ In ſhort, every one praiſed the 
dae and if ſhe was much 2pplauded in her coun- 
try garb, every body was charmed with her, when 
ſhe appeared in a richer dreſs. Her air was fo no- 
ble, and her deportment fo eafy, that one would have 
thought, ſhe had never wore any other, - 

The moment being arrived, in which propitious 
Hymen was to join my fate to her's. Don 8 
taking me by the hand, led me to the altar, while Se- 
raphina did the ſame honour to the bride. In this 
order, we repaired to the village chapel; where the 
vicar attended to marry us; and that ceremony w#s 
pei formed amidtt the acclamations of the inhabitants 
of Lirias, and all the rich farmers in the neighbour- 
hood, whom Baſil had invited to Antonia's wedding, 
with their daughters dreſſed in ribbons and flowers, 
holding tabors m. their hands. We then retarned/to 
my houſe, Where, by the care of Scipio, who was 
contriver ofthe feaſt, we found three tables covered, 
one for che noblemen, another for their attendants, 
and the third, which was the largeſt, for the reſt 
of the gueſts. Antonia fat at the firſt, by deſire of 
the lady governeſs; I did the honours of the ſe- 
cond, and Baſil took care of the third. As for Sci- 


pio, 
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pio, he did not fit, but went from one table to any 
other, employing himſelf in ſerying and ſatisſying 
every individual. 1 7 
As the entertainment was prepared by the governor's 
couks,, it could not fail of being compleat in all its 
parts. The good wines, of which Mr. Joachim had 
made ample proviſion, were drank with profuſign 
the gueſts degan to wax warm, and mirth and jollity 
reigned, when, we were, all of a ſudden, interrupted 
by an incident that alarmed me. My ſecretary bein 
in the hall, where I fat at table with the priacipal of 
ficers of Don Alphonſo, and Scraphina's women, 
fell down upon the floor, without ſcnſe or motion. 1 
ran to his aſſiſtance, and while I was buſied in bring - 
ing him. to himſelf again, one of the women fainted 
away. All the company concluded that there mult be 
ſome myſtery in this double ſwooning, as it actually 
concealed one, which, in a little time was explained; 
for, ſoon aſter Scipio recovered his ſpirits, and ſaid 
to me, ſoftly, Why ſhould the happieſt of your days 
be the moſt diſagreeable of mine. It is impoſſible for 
one to ſhun his deſtiny (added he): I have found my 
wife in the perſon of ane of Seraphina's maids.” | 
© What do I hear! {cried I) that is not poſſible 
what, art thouthe huſband' of the lady who was taken 
Ul at the ſame time with thee ?':.. « Ves, ſir, (he re- 
plied) I am her huſband; and fortune I ſwear, could 
not play me a more villanous trick than that of bring 


ing her to my view.“ „ I don't know, my friend, 

(ſaid I) what reaſon thou haſt to complain of hy wifeg 

but, whatever cauſe ſne may have given thee, 72 
arbi.” 


conſtrain thyſelf; if thod loveſt me, do not di 


this entertainment, by ſhewing thy reſentment.. 
© You ſhall be ſatisfied with my behaviour, (replied 


Scipio) and ſee whether or not I can diſſemble&? ““ 


8 ſaying, he went up to his wife, who, by the 
aſſiſtance of her companions, was alſo recovered; aud 


embracing her with the appearance of as much paſion | 
as if he had been raviſhed to ſee her again: AH 


my dear. Beatrice, (ſaid he) heaven e | 
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aſter ten years of ſeparation; O happy moment for 
ine!“ e 1 don't know, (anſwered his wile) whether 
or not you really feel any joy in meeting me here; but 
this I am certain of, I gave you no juſt cauſe to leave 
me. What! you found me, one night, with Signior Þ 
Don Fernand de Leyva, who was in love with 1 
miſtreſs Julia, and whoſe Rien I aſſilted,; and you 
took it in your bead, that J liſtened to him, at the ex- 
pence of your and my honour : thereupon, jeslouſy 
turned your brain; you quitted Toledo, and fled 
from me as from a monker, without deigning to come. 
to an? explanation]! Which of us two, if you pleaſe, 
has the moſt right to complain? ** You, to be ſure,” 
(replied Scipio) * Yes, doubtleſs, (laid ſhe) Don 
Fernand, ſoon after your departure from Toledo, mar- 
ried Julia, with whom I ſtaid as long as ſhe. lived; 
and ſince we were robbed of her, by an untunely, 
death, I have been in the ſervice of my lady her filter, 
who, as well as her Women, can anſwer for the pus 
rity of my morals,”  - 3 | 

My ſecretary, at this diſcourſe, the falſity of which 
he could not prove, behaved as became him, Ones 
more (ſaid he to his wife) I own my fault, and aſk 
pardon before this honourable aſſembly.“ Then, I 
interceding for him, begged. that Beatrice would for- 
get what was paſt; aſſuring her, that for the future, 
ber huſband's ſole ſtudy ſhould be to give her ſatisfacs 
tion. She yielded to my intreaty, and the whole com- 
pany applauded their re- union; for the better cele- 


ther. Their health was toaſted; every body compli- 
mented them, and the feaſt ſeemed to have been made 
rather on account of their reconciliation, than of m 
nuptials. The third table was the firſt forſaken, T 
young peaſants got up to dance with the country, 
maids, who, by the noiſe of their tabors, ſoon, brought, 
the company from the other rooms, and, inſpized them 
with the defire of following her example. Every bo- 
dy was now in motion ; the governor's officers began 


10 dance, with be giteadamge of myJady Sone 
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the noblemen themſeltes mingled in the diverſion, 
Don Alphonſo danced a ſaraband with Seraphina. 
Don Cæſar performed with Antonia, who came at- 
terwards and took me out, acquitting herſelf pretty 
well, conſidering ſhe had only received a few leſſous 
in the houle of a relation, who was the wife of a ci- 
tizen of Albsraain. As for me, who had learned in 
the houſe of the Marchioneſs of Chaves, the aſſembly 
looked upon me as a great dancer. With regard to 
Beatrice and Scipio, they preferred a private conver fa- 
tion to dancing, and gave each other aw account of 
what had happened to them fince their parting; but 
they were interrupted by Seraphina, who being in- 
formed of their meeting, ſent for them to ex preis her 
Joy at their reconciliation. “ My children, faid ſhe, 
en this daytof rejoicing, it is an addition to my ſatis- 
faction, to ſee you reſtored to each other. Friend 
Scipio, I give you back your Bo and proteſt to 
you, that her conduct has always been irreproachable: 
you may hve here happily together; and you, Bea- 
trice, attach yourſelf to Antonia, and be as much de- 
voted to her, as your huſband is to Sigmor de Santil- 
lane.“ Scipio aſter this could not help looking upon 
his wife as another Penelope, and promiſed to treat 
her with all imaginable affection. 
The young pezſants and their partners, having 
danced all day, retired to their own houſes ; but the 
feſtival was continued at the caſtle, where a magnih- 
cent ' ſupper was prepared; and when it was time to 
go to reſt, the prand vicar bleſt the nuptial bed; Se- 
raphina undreffed the bride, and the noblemen of 
Leyva did me the ſame honour. What was merry 
enough, the officers of Don Alphonſo, and the ladies 
of the governeſs took it into their heads to perform 
the ſame ceremony to Beatrice and Scipio, who, to 
make the ſcene more comical, very gravely allowed 


themſelves to be ſtript and put to bed. — | 
r 
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